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Be YourselF

We wish that we could be better at sports or more attractive. We wish we had nicer
clothes or more money. Everyone likes to feel that he or she is special. __1 , many of us
grow up believing that we’re not special at all. We believe we are not good enough just as
we are.

Most parents want us to be the best we can be. Very often, they _ 2 us to others. By
doing this, they try to encourage us to do better. They mean well, but the message we often
get is that we’re not good enough. We begin to believe that the only way we can be special
is by being better than someone else, but we are often __ 3 . There will always be someone
out there who is better than we are at something. Plenty of people around may not be as
smart as we are, but they are better at sports. Or they may not be as good-looking, but they
have more money. Itis _ 4  for us to be better than everyone else all the time.

We all want the things that we believe will make us better people. But very often we
don’t realize that we already have __ 5 us the very things that we want. These things make
us different from others. When we are growing up, _ 6  sometimes forget to tell us that we
are special, that we are good enough. Maybe no one told them when they were growing up.
Anyway, it’s up to us to remind them from time to time that each of us, in our own way, is
special. What we are is enough.

() 1. A Again B. Next C. Besides D. However
() 2. A. describe B. compare C. introduce D. prefer
() 3. A.lonely B. forgetful C. disappointed D. nervous
() 4. A helpful B. impossible C. necessary D. unfair
() 5. A.inside B. among C. around D. for

() 6. A. friends B. scientists C. parents D. doctors
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Passage 1

This weekend, a pair of American astronauts brought NASA one step __ 1 to faster

space travel. The spacewalk was the third in just eight days. After it was complete, Mission
Control called the astronauts to congratulate them on their _ 2 . NASA considers this the

most complicated cable job in the 16 years the ISS has been in operation.

Unexpected Issues
Wilmore and Virts unreeled ( #£7T ) 364 feet of cable during

their previous two spacewalks, on February 21 and 25. Like the
previous __3 | Sunday’s job was complicated work, requiring
the astronauts to use their hands for small and delicate tasks.
Despite the tricky nature of the mission, the pair wrapped up their
work in just five and a half hours. Their three outings spanned 19

hours __ 4  all.
On both last Wednesday and Sunday’s missions, Virts
reported having water in his helmet once he was back __5 _ the ISS. “I couldn’t feel it on

my skin,” he reported to Mission Control, “I could just see a thin film on the screen.”
Engineers concluded that the water leak was the result of water droplets condensing ( %#
%) during the repressurization ( & & ) of the airlock. They reported that the situation was
no cause for concern, and had happened several times before with the same spacesuit. Still,
Mission Control instructed Virts to pay extra attention to his suit during _ 6  spacewalks.

() 1. A. farther B. closer C. further D. slower
() 2. A.accomplishment B. winning C. job D. task
() 3. A.one B. two C. three D. four



( )4. A at B. after C.in D. with

() 5. A outside B. beside C. away D. inside
() 6. A past B. future C. last D. next
Passage 2

The 57th annual Grammy Awards ceremony was _ 1 on Sunday night in Los
Angeles, California. It brought together musicians of different generations in __ 2
collaborations ( & 1E ), and included some surprise wins.

Newcomer Sam Smith was the evening’s biggest winner, taking home four Grammys.
Smith’s album In the Lonely Hour won the Grammy for Best Pop Vocal Album. While
accepting the award, he credited his success to staying true to his own __3  of creativity.

Smith’s four wins represented only some of the surprises at the event. Veteran musician
Beck beat out Smith, Beyoncé, Ed Sheeran, and Pharrell Williams in the Album of the Year
category with his twelfth studio album Morning Phase. The __4 _ marked Beck’s fifth
Grammy award.

Although the Grammys are an awards ceremony, the performances took center stage—
all 23 of them. The show featured some unexpected collaborations, pairing younger artists
with legendary performers. Rihanna, Kanye West, and Paul McCartney came __ 5  to
perform their new single “Four Five Seconds” .

Newcomer Ed Sheeran joined Jeff Lynne and Electric Light Orchestra ( ELO ) to
perform “Mr. Blue Sky” and “Evil Woman” , two of ELO’s hit songs from the 1970s. Other
duet performances included Usher with Stevie Wonder, Hozier with Annie Lennox, Lady
Gaga with Tony Bennett, and Beck with Chris Martin of Coldplay. To top off a winning
evening, Smith sang his hit “Stay With Me” with R&B star Mary J. Blige. Carrying four
awards __ 6 his arms, Smith reflected on his success. “I’'m having a really, really good

night,” he said.

() 1. A had B. held C. host D. happened
() 2. A. unlikely B. common C. strange D. interesting
() 3. A love B. hope C. sense D. ability
()4 A win B. lost C. album D. song
() 5. A. together B. alone C. separately D. lonely
() 6. A with B. under C.on D. in
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Passage 3

Who lives in a pineapple under the sea? You probably know the answer to that question:
SpongeBob SquarePants! So what would happen if SpongeBob came __1 _ for air? Could
the sponge survive out of water? Find out on February 6, _ 2  SpongeBob and his crew
will leave the sea and the animated world to appear in a 3D live-
action film called The SpongeBob Movie: Sponge Out of Water.

Along _ 3  his pals Patrick, Mr. Krabs, Squidward,
and Sandy, SpongeBob has gotten into all sorts of trouble and
adventures in his hometown, Bikini Bottom. This time, an evil
pirate known as Burger-Beard has gotten his hands on the top-

secret Krabby Patty recipe. The robbery sends Bikini Bottom

into total chaos. To defend their home from __ 4 , SpongeBob
and his friends must go above the surface of the sea to get the
formula back. In order to combat Burger-Beard and his wicked
5 spnisé’im!r':%- s pirate crew, SpongeBob and his friends transform themselves

FEBRUARY 6 -
into superheroes.

Though the gang may __ 5  different from live-action

figures in the human world, they are the same characters SpongeBob fans know and love. “It’s

a different way of presenting the story, but everyone is exactly __ 6 ,” says the director.

“That’s why I love SpongeBob. The humor comes not from what the characters do but who

they are.”

() 1. A down B. up C. near D. on

() 2. A.when B. while C. after D. before

() 3. A from B. to C. with D. and

() 4. A attack B. lost C. damages D. danger

() 5. A.look B. feel C. sound D. taste

() 6. A.similar B. different C. the same D. familiar
Passage 4

The first Puppy Bowl aired on February 6, 2005. It was __1 _ created as a fun show

after the Super Bowl, but the program has grown to become an annual charity event. Each

year, Puppy Bowl promotes animal adoption from local shelters. “In years past, all of the



puppies and kittens that participated in Puppy Bowl
have been adopted to __ 2 families,” says Toporoff, the
organiser of the Bowl. “We hope to continue that tradition
this year with a new set of adorable animals that are ready to
tumble and fumble in homes __3 _ the nation.”

This year, there will be 55 shelter puppies at play for
Team Ruff and Team Fluff. The dogs will all be competing
for the title of MVP (Most Valuable __4 ), a high honor

given last year to Ginger, a 12-week-old English Sheepdog

mix.

The rules of the game are simple. The puppies must grab a toy and run it to the end
zone to make a touchdown. Puppy penalties are part of the play, however. Four-time Puppy
Bowl “rufferee” Dan Schachner will be on the sidelines to make sure both Team Ruff and
Team Fluff are keeping it cute.

_ 5 , Puppy Bowl isn’t just for people and puppies. Goat cheerleaders will be in
attendance to root for the pooches. Sideline reporter “Meep the Bird” will be perched in
the arena to tweet live updates and provide commentary throughout the big game. And the
annual Kitty Halftime Show will feature new feline ( /% #} #y ) phenomenon Katty Furry. It’s
goingtobea__ 6 !

() 1. A. originally B. first C. usually D. then

() 2. A.rich B. healthy C. loving D. all

()3 Ain B. across C. round D. through

() 4. A. Player B. Pet C. Puppy D. Person

() 5. A. Moreover B. However C. Also D. Although

() 6. A park B. house C. garden D. zoo
Passage 5

Better late than __1 ! On Monday, the International Space Station received a shipment
of late Christmas gifts and groceries. A company called SpaceX sent the supply ship, called
Dragon.

Station commander Butch Wilmore used a robot arm to grab the capsule, which
contained 5,000 pounds of important shipment. The space station’s six astronauts were

getting a little __ 2 on supplies. That’s because the previous supply ship, owned by another

a F—E5
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company, was destroyed in a launch explosion in October.

NASA struggled to get replacements aboard Dragon, which was delayed a month by
rocket problems. It should have been at the space station well before Christmas. _ 3 all’s
well that ends well. “We’re excited to have it on board,” Wilmore said. “We’ll be digging in
soon.” He’s especially eager to get more mustard ( 7~ 7K ) . The station’s condiment ( & i )
cabinet is empty.

Although the cargo shipment was a success, the second goal of the flight was not.
SpaceX has been working to develop a rocket that can be easily restored and flown again,
which would reduce launch costs. But the booster 4  too hard on the trial run and broke
apart in the ocean. “Close, but no cigar this time,” SpaceX CEO Elon Musk announced.

Despite the flop in the dark ocean, Musk said he was __ 5 . The 14-story booster
managed, at least, to fly back to the floating platform from an altitude dozens of miles high.
Until Saturday, no one had ever tried anything like this before. Musk said the trial run looks
good for the future. The company is planning __ 6 rocket-landing test next month.

() 1. A ever B. never C. early D. slowly

() 2. A high B. low C. short D. few

()3 A And B. However C. But D. So

() 4. A. came down B. came up C. came out D. came off

() 5. A pleased B. praised C. encouraged D. discouraged

() 6. A other B. another C. others D. the other
Passage 6

Dozens of school districts in Chicago and the Midwest cancelled school on Wednesday
1 __ cold and dangerous wind chills. Communities around the state have opened warming
shelters to __ 2 people in the subzero temperatures.

Temperatures in northern Illinois will fall to about —7° overnight, with wind chills
of —=25° or colder. Wind chills are expected to be around —25° . Central Illinois will get
gradually colder during the day. Springfield’s temperature will fall __ 3  about 3° in the

morning to about —7° in the afternoon, with wind chills of —22° to —32°.
The government says people should __4 , if possible, and cover all exposed skin if

they must go out. Frostbite ( 1% ) can occur within minutes in the extreme cold. Experts
are asking people to check on neighbors, __ 5 the sick or elderly.

The Illinois State Police cautioned drivers to stock their vehicles with extra water, food,



and warm clothing in case they get stranded.
Chicago Public School says it will __6 _ to watch the weather forecast for the rest of

the week. It will decide Wednesday on whether classes should be held on Thursday.

() 1. A besides B. because of C. as well as D. instead of

() 2. A help B. hold C. watch D. host

() 3. A.with B. from C.to D. into

() 4. A.gotowork B. stay home C. go out D. stay indoors

() 5. A also B. even C. especially D. specially

() 6. A. continue B. stop C. remember D. try
Passage 7

The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge arrived in New York City on Sunday. It is the
royal couple’s first official __1 _ to the United States since 2011. But it is the first time
either Prince William or Kate, both 32, will have been to New York or Washington.

In April of 2011, Prince William, who is second in line to the British throne, married
Kate Middleton in a fairy-tale wedding ceremony in London, England. The royal couple has
one son — Prince George of Cambridge — born on July 22, 2013. The coupleis __2 _ their
second child this April.

_ 3 their three-day trip, William and Kate will be staying at the Carlyle Hotel on
the upper east side of New York City. The hotel was a favorite of William’s mother, the late
Princess Diana.

On Monday, William will meet U.S. President Barack Obama in the White House to
_ 4 illegal wildlife trading, an issue close to the prince’s heart. Kate will spend Monday
in New York. She will visit a child development center in Harlem with the city’s first lady
Chirlane McCray.

The Duke and Duchess are scheduled to __5  a black-tie fundraiser for the University
of St. Andrews. The Scottish school is where the royal couple met and earned degrees.
Tickets for the event are said to cost up to $10,000 per seat.

During their visit, the royal couple will also visit the National September 11 Memorial
and Museum and a basketball game __ 6  the Brooklyn Nets and the Cleveland Cavaliers.
() 1. A trip B. visit C. tour D. journey
() 2. A. waiting B. expecting C. looking for D. having

Q F—E5



() 3. A During B. After C. Before D. On

() 4. A. think of B. do C. discuss D. open up

() 5. A join B. enter C. visit D. attend

() 6. A. between B. with C. among D. over
Passage 8

Harry Potter has done a lot of growing up in the __1 _ seven years since we last saw

him in Harry Potter and the Deathly Hollows. Author J.K. Rowling has __2 _ a new short
story on her website that brings us back into the life of Harry Potter, who is now 33 years
old, and married, but still battling dark magic.

In Rowling’s online story, Dumbledore’s Army reunites
at Quidditch ( # % 2k ) World Cup Final. Harry attends the
final game of the Quidditch World Cup with his family and
friends. He has three children with wife Ginny Weasley, and
has __ 3  his long-time friendships with Ron and Hermione.

The new story updates readers about Ron and

Hermione’s careers __4 . Ron is running the family joke

shop, and Hermione is the Deputy Head of the Department
of Magical Law Enforcement.

Throughout the new story, readers find that Harry and his friends no longer have their
youthful appearances. The older Harry now has “threads of silver” in his _ 5 . Harry’s
friends have aged too. Ron Weasley’s “famous ginger hair appears to be thinning slightly” .

There have been seven books published in the wildly popular Harry Potter series.
Rowling spokesman Mark Hutchinson said there are “no plans” for a new Potter novel.
However, at the end of the article-style story the writer suggests that there may be more

informationto __ 6

() 1. A.past B. near C. next D. recent
() 2. A.published B. written C. put D. placed
() 3. A.stopped B. kept C. forgotten D. lost
()4 A inall B. by the way C. as planned D. as well
() 5. A.face B. eyes C. hair D. hands
() 6. A. make B. do C. come D. go



Passage 9
A Supcr Birthdag

He’s __1 __ enough to be your grandfather, but at 75 years old, Superman looks as

young as he did when he first appeared way back in 1938. He’s still __2 _ than a speeding
bullet, still more powerful than a machine, and he can still leap onto the big screen in a
single bound. His latest film, Man of Steel, opens today.

Man of Steel __3 _ Superman’s first big-screen adventure in seven years. But there’s
been no break in his comic-book exploits since that first story
in Action Comics. What’s kept him going so strong forso __ 4 ?

Writer Roger Stern, who worked alongside Jurgens on

Superman for several years, says the character is a modern-day

legend. “He’s __ 5 the great heroes of history, mythology ( ##
1% ), and fiction, rolled into one. Like butterflies, he was sent off
by his parents to live in a new world. Like Hercules, his heritage
makes him the strongest among mortal men. He leads a double
life and keeps his true nature a secret.” Jurgens and Stern think
Superman has what it takes to keep thrilling audiences for the next
75 years. Jurgens said, “Superman __6 _ for that which is best in

all of us. That should never fall out of style.”

()1 A old B. young C. big D. little

() 2. A faster B. slower C. heavier D. lighter

() 3. A.thanks B. marks C. creates D. tells

() 4. A.short B. long C. great D. good

()5 Aall B. none C. both D. neither

() 6. Asits B. speaks C. stands D. knows
Passage 10

Vending machines ( ¥ 3 & %4/l ) serving up raw meat, crabs and other produce items
went into __ 1 in downtown Shanghai a few days ago, with around 200 expected to be
placed around the city over the next year.

The first machine was placed near Nanjing Road, where a community of elderly people
and office workers live. Others will be installed in places that are _ 2 to reach by public

G F—E5
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transportation and areas lacking wet markets.

The Jinshan Qiangfeng Co. “doorstep fridges” will sell packaged meat, fish, crabs,
eggs, fruit and veggies, Shanghai Daily reports. They will operate 24 hours a day and _ 3
cash and bank cards for items priced as much as 20 percent __4  than wet markets, as the
company is directly supplied by Jinshan district farmers. They can also be used for paying
phone, credit card and utility bills.

Now we expect to __5  more of these babies pop up around communities on Julu
Road, Yan’an Middle Road, Xinzha Road, Wanhangdu Road, Jiangning Road, Wuding Road
and Shimen No. 2 Road in Jing’an.

Hopefully these ones take off better than Shanghai’s doomed flower vending machines.

Would you purchase chicken __6 _ a dispensing machine?

() 1. A.operation B. job C. effect D. run
() 2. A simple B. difficult C. convenient D. different
( )3.A.lend B. give C. send D. accept
() 4. A. higher B. lower C. dearer D. cheaper
() 5. A.watch B. hear C. see D. look
()6, A in B. with C. from D. by



