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% Unit 1 Asking the way §

Objectives

Learn to ask the way.
Learn to give directions.
Improve students’ listening, speaking, reading and writing

abilities.

Warming up

7V Factory
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Map puzzles

Are you good at reading maps?

You are standing at A. Walk along the road, and take the first turning on the left. Then

take the second turning on the right and the second turning on the left. Where are you?

Can you make puzzles for your classmates to guess?

Talking face to face

Follow the samples

1. Bob wants
Bob
Han Mei:
Bob
Han Mei.
Bob
Han Mei.

to go to Hongshan Zoo , but he doesn’t know the way.

: Hi, could you tell me which is the way to Hongshan Zoo?

Go down this street and walk ahead, then you can see the zoo.

. Is it far?

No. It’s only a ten minutes’ walk.

: Thanks a lot.

You're welcome.

2. Lily has lost her way. She’s asking the policeman how to get to the railway station.

Lily

Policeman:

Lily

Policeman:

Lily

Policeman:

Lily

Policeman:

Lily

Policeman:

Act out

: Excuse me, sir.

What can I do for you?

: Can you tell me how to get to the railway station?

Yes. Cross the street, then go straight for one block. Turn left at the
traffic light and walk for one more block. You'll find the railway station

on your right.

: It sounds complicated.

Isn’t it clear?

: Yes, I follow you.

You can’t miss it.

: Thank you very much.

Not at all.

Here is a group of short dialogues. Follow the examples to make more conversations with your

.« 92



Unit 1  Asking the way

partner or classmates.

Task 1

A

B
A
B

>

Xiao Wang wants to find WC nearby.

Excuse me.

. YCS‘?

Is there a toilet near here?

: Take the first turning on the lelt and you can see a bookstore. The toilet is next to

it.

. Millions of thanks.

It’s nothing.

Task 2 Granny is going to post a letter to her son.

A

>

Excuse me, can I get some directions?

B: Sure.
A
B

: Go down this street and make a le{t turn at the second crossroad, then you will see

I want to go to the post office.

it standing there.

. Thanks a lot.

: It’s my pleasure.

Task 3 Martin comes to Nanjing for the first time.

A

FrFErF

Hi, could you help me out? I am trying to find a hotel.
Well, the nearest one is three blocks far. You'd better take a bus there.

: Which bus should T take?

Both the No. 8 and No. 10 buses can get there.

: Thank you so much.

: You're welcome.

Task 4 Martin intends to do some shopping.

A

e

Pardon me, where is the nearest supermarket?

Sorry, I don’t know.

: Thank you all the same.

You can ask the policeman over there.

: That’s a good idea.

Put in use

1. Imagine you’re driving to downtown , but not sure about the way. Complete the dialogue

and read it aloud with your partner.

A

. I wonder if you can help me.




B: I'll try my

A: I'm afraid I'm . Is this the right way to downtown?
B: Yes, you're the right direction.

A: I'm to you.

B: You're

2. Put the following sentences in the right order to make a dialogue.
. When does it leave?
. Yes, there is.
. Sorry to trouble you.

. Is there a direct train from New York to Washington?

. Thanks a lot.
. 920 a. m.
. About 2 hours.

A

B

C

D

E. How long will it take?
F

G

H

1. Not at all.

3. Refer to the useful words or expressions given below to make more conversations.
give direction to
the quickest way to
change buses
go on foot
in the wrong direction
ten minutes’ walk
How far

Excuse me.

Being active ears

You have practiced asking for and giving directions in English. Now try to get more

information from what you’ll hear.

Listen and decode

Listen to the dialogue and find out the right choice in each blank.
The man wants to go to the (railway/bus) station. He gets on a

(bus/taxi) and asks the driver to take the (shortest/short) way. He is in

.« 4 .



Unit 1  Asking the way

a (hurry/worry), because the (bus/train) will leave at (two/
twelve) o’clock. Just before, he got on a wrong (bus/taxi), then he went to
take the (subway/railway). But he went the (right/wrong) way! He
has a terrible sense of direction, so he needs a (map/cap) when he goes out.

Listen and respond

Listen to the dialogue again and answer the following questions orally.
1. The man wanted to go to the subway station by taxi. didn’t he?

. Did he take the wrong bus to the railway station?

2
3. What time does he have to get to the railway station?
4. Does he have a good or bad sense of direction?

5

. How much did the man pay for taking the taxi to the railway station?

Listen and judge

Now listen to the passage and judge whether the following statements are True or False.
)1. Jack worked in an office in London.

)2. One day Jack went to London by train.

)3. Jack lost the address his boss gave him.

)4. The office wasn’t far from the station, so Jack found it easily.

~N AN AN AN

)5. A few days later Jack went to London to visit the old lady.

Listen and choose

Now listen to the passage again and try to choose the best answer.
( )1. Where did Jack work?
A. He worked in an office in a small town.
B. He worked in an office in London.
C. He worked in a factory in a small town.
D. He worked in a shop in London.
( )2. Who did the boss want Jack to see in London?
A. Mr Brown. B. Mrs Brown. C. His friend. D. An old lady.
( )3. How did Jack go to London?

A. By car. B. By bus. C. By air. D. By train.
( )4. Who helped Jack to find the place?

A. His boss. B. An old lady. C. Mr Brown. D. A policeman.
( )5. How many times did the old lady help Jack?

A. Once. B. Twice. C. Three times. D. Four times.

« 5 .
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Maintaining a sharp eye

Passage A

Lost in the forest

Edward has lived in a city since he was born. Now he’s sixteen and studies in a
Middle School. He didn’t go out of the city until he and his friends had a picnic in a cool
village last summer.

They all got up early that morning. They took a bus and it took them about an hour
and a half to get to the quiet place. They sang, danced and swam in the river when they
felt hot and hungry. So they cooked some food and had their lunch. In the afternoon
they climbed up a hill. There was a forest on it. The girls began to pick flowers and the
boys looked for some [ruit there. Edward saw a beautiful bird in the tree. He liked it
very much and wanted to catch it. But it {lew to another tree as soon as it saw him. He
ran there following the bird. But soon he didn’t find his friends. He shouted loudly but
nobody answered him. He was afraid and walked through the forest. At last he saw a
farmer cutting a tree. He quickly came up to him along the narrow road. He shouted to
the farmer what the place was. The farmer answered that it was a forest. Edward said
the man was foolish. But the man said though he was a fool at least he hadn’t lost his

way.

Read and judge

Read passage A and judge whether the following statements are True or False.
( )1. Edward has lived in the city for 16 years.
( )2. Last summer Edward and his {riends had a picnic in a cool village.
( )3. It took them half an hour to get to the quiet place by bus.
( )4. They climbed up a hill immediately after lunch.
( )5. The farmer had lost his way in the forest.

Read and think

Answer the following questions according to passage A.

1. Where did Edward and his {riends go last summer?

2. How long did it take them to get there on a bus?
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3. What did they do in the afternoon?

4. What did the girls do on the hill?

5. What caused Edward to lose his way?

Passage B

I didn’t want to walk home

Mrs Brown’s old grandfather lived with her and her husband. Every morning he
went for a walk in the park and came home at half past twelve for his lunch.

But one morning a police car stopped outside Mrs Brown’s house at twelve o’clock,
and two policemen helped her grandfather to get out. One of them said to Mrs Brown’s,
“The poor old gentleman lost his way in the park and phoned us for help, so we sent a
car to bring him home.”

Mrs Brown was very surprised, but she thanked the policemen and they left.

“But grandfather,” she asked the old gentleman, “You have been to that park every
day for twenty years. How did you lose your way?”

The old man smiled and said, “I didn’t lose my way. Ijust felt tired and didn’t want

to walk home. ”

Notes:
1. police car 7= 3. lose one’s way £
2. get out N4 4. phone sb. for help #J H i [f) 3 A K B

Read and choose

Read passage B and try to choose the best answer.

( )1. Where did Mrs Brown’s old grandfather live?
A. He lived in London.
B. He lived in the park.
C. He lived alone near a park.
D. He lived with Mrs Brown.

( )2. What did he do every morning?
A. He went to the supermarket.
B. He went to the park to play with others.
C. He went for a walk in the park.
D. He stayed at home and read newspapers.

( )3. What time did he come home for lunch?

« 7 .
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A. He came home f{or lunch at twelve o’clock.
B. He came home for lunch at ten o’clock.
C. He came home for lunch at half past twelve.
D. He came home for lunch at twelve twenty.
)4. How long has he been to the park every day?
A. He has been there for twelve years.
B. He has been there {or ten years.
C. He has been there for twenty-[ive years.
D. He has been there for twenty years.
)5. What happened to the old man one day?
A. He was caught by the police.

B. He was sent home by a policeman.
C. He lost his way in the park.
D. He was tired and phoned the police for help.

Read and complete

Complete each of the following statements according to the passage.

1.

Every morning the old man in the park and came home at
12:30

He that park every day for twenty years.

One day he told the police he and asked for help. So
the police sent a car to .

His granddaughter » but she thanked the policemen.
In fact he didn’t lose his way. He just and didn’t want
to

Supplementary reading

Buy ticket for next station

As the train left Aberdeen and as 1 looked at my fellow travellers and noticed

nothing particular or irregular about them, I came to the conclusion that the journey

would be rather dull. But I was absolutely wrong.

The moment the train stopped at the nearest station, one of my fellow travellers, an

elderly gentleman, got off and rushed to the station building. About 30 seconds passed

and

he was back, rather out of breath.

As the train stopped at the next station, the old man again got off in a great hurry,

dashed to the station building and back onto the train just as it was starting off.

As the train was steaming into the 3rd station, the old man got ready for the mad

8 o



Unit 1  Asking the way

rush. He did exactly what he had done at the last two stations and when he was back he
was quite breathless, and tears were running down his cheeks.

The fellow passengers looked at one another. Their curiosity was aroused and so was
mine. I felt T could hardly continue the journey unless the mystery was revealed. I
asked,

“Excuse my being so inquisitive, but what makes you get off every time the train
stops?”

“To buy the ticket to the next station,” was the man’s answer.

“Why don’t you buy a ticket to the station you're going to?” I asked.

“Well, you see, young man, my heart is very bad, my doctor says I might ‘kick the
bucket’ at any moment, and just think how much money would go down the drain if I
should really die before I got to my station. .. I must take no chances!” Saying this, the

man gave me a triumphant smile.

Notes:

1. irregular [1'regjule] adj. N&-FH M AY 6. inquisitive [ m'kwizitiv ] adj. & ] [n] 59

2. dash [deef] v. 288 ; K 0% o ZFTWT A A RSB

3. steam [stim] v. FHZZRIT3) 7. kick the bucket [{#l] B3

4. arouse one’s curiosity ¥ & & A H) 8. go down the drain #F IR 2 #5 , 4E FX AL 5
A oL HE

5. mystery [ 'mistort] n. B %5, #URL L HE DL B 9. triumphant [ trari'amfont | adj. W& Ih 9.
i 1) = MR 19 BN

Read and judge

Read the passage and judge whether the following statements are True or False.

( )1. The train was to Aberdeen.

( )2. The passengers on the train were curious about the gentleman.

( )3. The old man’s heart was bad and he was going to die.

( )4. The old man got off at every station to buy a ticket to the next station.
( )5. The old man saved a lot of money at last.

Using your hand

Write through rearrangement

Put the following sentences in right order and make up a dialogue on asking the way to the
park.
a. Excuse me, I wonder if you can help me.

b. I'm looking for the park.



