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Part I

" More than five hundred years ago, a great quarrel
took place between two aristocratic families, the Mon-

tagues and the Capulets, in Verona, a small city in

the north of Italy. This quarrel brought much unhap-
~ piness and even loss of life to both of the families.

Nobody knew how the quarrel had begun. It may
have started from an insult. Or some gossip by a third
party may have been to blame. But one thing was
certain: the dispute became hotter and hotter. It broke
out everywhere, ih public meetings, in the street, and
even in church.

In those days young men carried daggers and
swords. They were taught to use them from an early
age. So, when a gang of the Capulets and one of
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2 Romeo and ]uiict

the Montagues met one another, it became very dan-
gerous for everyone.

The Prince of Verona trled endlessly to restore
peace but he was unsuccessful. He nonetheless made
a law "that had an effect on the conflict. He said,

"“Those who fight and quarrel are enemies of the

peace and shall pay for their crime w1th their lives.”
In other words they would be beheaded.

There were some who were ‘peaceful. - Among the
Montagues was the youth Romeo, seventeen years
old. He did not believe at all in the quarrelling and
fighting. He was skillful with the sword. But he did
not particularly want to use it.-

As well, he loved a girl of the Capulets. Her name
was Rosaline and Romeo thought he was deeply in
love with her. This made things even more difficult
for Romeo who was a Montague. And Rosaline did
not answer.

Two friends of Romeo couldn’t understand his love
of Rosaline. One was a Montague; his name was
Benvolio, and the other, not a member of either

The Prince TEF;EF, Among the Montagues was the youth
Romeo Efim&ﬁzm, EhwE AU EERK (B,  did not
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family,” was named Mercutio. While both Benvolio and
Mercutio were brave, Benvolio was even-tempered
whereas Mercutio was a rash pérson. Mercutio, in
fact, was quite witty and was always making fun of

people. But both friends told Romeo that there weré

so many eligible girls other than Rosaline. But Romeo
would not listen. -
However, he did come to change his mind. Another
girl, named Juliet, was the cause of this change.
She was the only daughter of the Capulet family.
Her nurse was rather old and had been with Juliet

Mercutio (ms'kjuf1,0) - BHilE (BERNE—FR). even-
tempered RREETHH; WHMN, eligible A& ; AR (45
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since the girl’s birth. *

Juliet was still a bit young for marriage. She was
fourteen years of age. Yet a young relative of the
Prince, Paris by name, asked Juliet’s father if he
might marry her. The senior Capulet didn’t know
what to say at first. Juliet was very young, but Paris’
relation to the Prince was most favorable. This was
so because the marriage would make the Capulet

family one of the most important families in Verona.

So in the end, Capulet gave his permission.

As was the custom in those days, Juliet agreed
with her father’s wishes that she marry Paris. And
also according to custom ,Capulet and his wife arranged
a great masquerade to celebrate. Many people in-
cludmg Paris, would be there. All the men would
wear masks and fancy clothes so the girls could have
fun guessmg with whom they had been dancing.

Paris by name zNI'Eﬂﬂio Paris (‘peaeris) The senior
Capulet RWIEBFAFE ( =Juliet’s father senior HEE.EE
#)o  most favorable IR EH AR,  As was the cus-
tom in those days [RERPHER, . wishes that she marry
Paris FEMREFLEE ( that LITHFERT wishes HWAHE, B
AGAEHSHA, LR, masquerade [ ,maeska‘réd]
it & (R%RFE ¢ mask )o- 'fancy clothes {zﬁﬁﬁﬁ @F: a
fancy ball {LiE&EE), so the girls could have fun guessing
with whom they had been dancing %7 Fa] L3S M B @ ELE:
FHEAORE, : : .



Part 1I

Mercutio heard about this party and dared Romeo
and Benvolio to pretend they were guests. Mercutio
felt that in this way, Romeo could discover that there
were other attractive girls. This plan of course was
dangerous; Juliet’s cousin, Tybalt, was always quick
to fight a Montague in his midst. He would be par-
ticularly angry to find a Montague at a Capulet cel-
ebration. But the risk was worth it, for, Romeo could
talk directly to Rosaline and tell her of his love for
her. Therefore, Romeo agreed to the plan. He
dressed as a pilgrim to the Holy Land of the East which
included the cities of Nazareth and Jerusalem.
People thought that to touch a pilgrim would make one

in this way, Romeo could... EE—ak, BERTLI~ -Tybalt
(‘tblt) g% (KMREEXANET, KEBENEXF), was always
quick to fight a Montague —BHREBEOA, LURERHR.
a Capulet celebration -kFHEKBERNERES, the risk was
worth it FHEBREESBN. a pilgrim to the Holi'Land of the

East HABHRIHEE, Nazareth [‘naegarae,‘naezraej F-% - €.
(STl — R, RIABERAIEIED. Jerusalem (dzo'rusolom)
Wsod (ABHK . RARREHFBELENEM), to touch a pil-

grim would make one somewhat holy fEEMGRIEIE KA Aglyg
WEAWEL,
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6  Romeo and Juliet

somewhat holy. This made Romeo very appealihg.
His mask also would conceal his identity. But there
was one problem. He could never hide his eyes nor
his voice. o | | _

Mercutio dressed in robes and a bright colored

turban like an Indian prince. Benvolio dressed as a
soldier just home from the battlefield. They were
all excited at the risk they were taking.
- They were able to enter the party without being
recognized. After all three were admitted, Mercutio
and Benvolio went to_taste the food and wine but
Romeo was not hungry. The musicians were prepar-
ing to play and Romeo wanted to dance with Rosaline
first.

But suddenly he saw Juliet coming down the stairs
and completely and permanently forgot Rosaline. Juliet
was dressed most beautifully and her face was fresh,
for she had had much sleep.

Like a man in a dream and without a word, Romeo
took her hand and began. to dance with her. They
both felt an immediate sense of deep love.

his identity {Bf9% %, dressed in robes and a bright col-
ored turban ZEAMMKMW, FERERWBEELHEHT. a sol-
dier just home from... RIH~EBRNLE, "all three were
admitted = AZEAEFEA. saw Juliet coming down the
stairs EI4&EEETEE. felt an immediate sense of deep -
love 7ZIRF|—BRRENEE. ' -
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Romeo and Juliet both knew they were meant for

one another.

Juliet’s‘ mother called her away to dance with Paris.v

At this time Romeo was able to ask what was the
name of this most attractive and appealing girl. He
learned that she was Capulet’s daughter, his family’s
greatest enemy. | |

Juliet didn’t know Romeo’s name. But, she did know
that she loved him.. She wanteq to know who he was
and to meet him again. She at first didn’t know how
to find these things out. However, after a little thought

they were meant for one another {HFAMER4AN—%, (mean=

destine ) called her away (g% ) B0 MEB B did know

(did {EMBERZA, R p. 3. AEA) after a little thought
BT—TFLi#,
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8 Romeo and Juliet

she decided to ask her nurse. The old nurse was serv-
ing the gﬁests with wine. Juliet asked her to find out
who the young man was.

Then she followed her mother to jein Pans at the
other end of the hall. Paris was certainly handsome
and graceful. He felt sure that Juliet would fall in
love with him instantly. Nonetheless, this was not
to be. Juliet had already given her heart to Romeo.

So much had happened so quickly to Romeo. In a
brief moment- his mental love for Rosaline had dis-
appeared. It was just as quickly replaced by his deep
emotional love for Juliet. Yet, his troubles were not
over. In a way, they were greater: Juliet was a
Capulet. Though he loved her so, the Capulets were
his famxlys enemy.

Juliet’s nurse went to Romeo and told hnm that the
lovely girl’'s name was Juliet. Immediately, Romeo
decided he must be true to his own nature. He would
admit who he really was. This might mean total

this was not to be ¥ IEmit, mental love HEFIAYEIH, It
was just as quickly replaced by... £ (his mental love for Ros-
aline) EBBRHEHE~RNRT, emotional love (# Lay) i
FH In a way #EHERR. a Capulet —E-RERHRD
A (BE p. 2 285, must be frue to his own nature %
ABR{E AR, would admit who he really was HE#
BMENSS  This might mean total disaster EFAEHSE
ARKHY KMo
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disaster but he deeply felt that he had no other
choice. He told the nurse he was a Montague and his
name was Romeo. Bit he did beg the nurse not to
tell anyone but Juliet. The nurse, for a moment,

was frightened.at this. She promised not to tell his
secret.

The nurse returned to the table and then continued -

to serve wine to the guests. However, at the same
time she kept a sharp look out for Juliet amidst the
crowd. At the right time she would tell Juliet who he
was. When Juliet found out who he was, she became
frightened. But she didn’t reveal her fear.

Standing between her father and mother, she said
good-bye to all the guests. She was polite and friend-
ly with Paris, but her heart was with Romeo..

When Romeo, as one of the guests, shook her hand,

she held it firmly and with feeling. Though she didn’t
say it, she wished deeply that he would come to her
window later that mght At that time she would
express her deep love. Even though she did not
'say this, Romeo understood.

had no other choice §i#&RR, did beg Bk (B8 p. 3. 28
#)o  anyome but... BRT~ZHMEMAo kept & sharp
look  out JEIEMAIRER, At the right time 7o3@ %R,
Standing between... WZE~ZM (E¥EFTHKE), her heart
was with Romeo {ify.0.CBR BEERK. as one of the guests
UE AL BES T o with feeling FEiNE{N,
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Mercutio, Benvolio, and Romeo then left the party.
Outside, in the street, he begged his two friends fo
leave him. He told them he would see ‘them in-the
morning: N R
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Part III

Soon the lights in the lower rooms of the Capulets’
house went out, while the lights on the second floor
went on. Outside, all was quiet and there was only

moonlight. Romeo went to a small lane that was at
“the back of the house. Between the house and the
lane was an orchard and a wall along the lane.

A light appeared in one of the bedroom windows.
Romeo saw two shadows in the room. They -were
those of Juliet and the nurse. He had .found her lo-
cation. Using a stone sticking out from the wall, he
jumped over the wall and .into the orchard soon he
was under Juliet’s ledge. He waited most s11ently

Juliet opened the window of her room and stepped
_onto the balcony. She spoke hlS name as if he were

 the lower rooms MU THIEMN (—BEANBTEMRAMBERT,
‘ -l_ti:&ﬁlﬁﬂi)o all was quiet UAKBEE (all THEEKE
e Between the house and the lane was an orchard and a

wall along‘,the_ lane. . EETR/MEZ ME—H REAFE R
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there. He was, but she didn’t know that.

“Oh Romeo,” she said, “ohly your name is my
enemy. You are only yourself, not a Montague. What
is a Montague ? It is not a hand nor a foot, nor an
arm, nor any part of the body. Oh, I wish you had
a different name! What’s in a name ? The same rose
called by another name would smell as sweet. So, if
Romeo had a different name he would still be just as
good. His name has no relation to him. Romeo, throw
away your own name and take me.”

When Romeo answered she was most surprised and
even stunned for a minute. But she quickly recovered
from her surprise, ‘and they began to talk.
 They confessed their mutual love and their-desire
to be united. They also wished to see the feud be-
tween their families ended. Romeo and Juliet felt that
if they married and had children they could join the
Montagues and Capulets. in peace.

He was mgimwgo You are only yourself, not a Mon-
tague {RERIRACTE, LFREFBEL Ao nor any part
of the body HWARHMEMEMSBST. I wish you had... R
FRITHA~HTT (BEER. What's in a name? &FH
{#EEB{H? The same rose called by another name would smell
as sweet. FE—RER EUH—4BUE, EMHE—-BIFN,. if
Romeo had a different name WMEZHEKAF—BERRANEF see
the feud...ended EZIRFERER, '
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Romeo decided to ask an old priest to marry Juliet
and him. He had known the priest ever since he was
a little boy. Juliet, early in the morning, would have
to send ‘a messenger to find out the time of the
marriage ceremony.

Then finally Juliet leaned over the balcony and
touched Romeo’s upreached hand. They felt the same
pleasure of deep love they felt while dancing. Juliet’s
nurse called out to the young girl to go to bed as it
was late. ,, |

‘So, Romeo and Juliet parted and on the way home
he remembered the sweet pleasure of her voice.

Romeo didn’t sleep that night, and early the next
mornmg he went to the priest to ask.to be married.
The priest first tried to dxscourage Romeo He felt
that Juliet was too young, but dlscovermg Romeo’s
seriousness, the priest gave in to his wishes.

Juliet’s messenger, the nurse, arrived and Romeo
told her that the ceremony would be that very morning.
The nurse had wanted to persuade Juliet against
ask...to marry Julict and him MR~ TRARENLAER,
upreached & LAY (B8 : reach up ), while dancing 7Bk
TR, ask to be married ERBMFLE, discovering

Romeo’s seriousness [¢AERE WY BB (5 FEH 8. gave
in to his wishes lﬁﬁfﬂ!mﬁ*o had wanted to. persuade

Juliet against marriage RBERIRAEERELE,




