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Culture Notes:

1. Centigrade is in or of the temperature scale that has 100 degrees between the freezing
point and the boiling point of water. Fahrenheit is the name of a thermometer scale
with freezing point at 32°C and boiling point at 212°C.

2. English speakers often use Fahrenheit instead of Centigrade to measure temperature .
Notice that zero and decimal numbers are regarded as plural , for example, zero de—

grees; 0.5 degrees.

Purpose; This part is designed as an activity for the students. Its aim is to train the
students’ ability to talk about the weather conditions , temperatures, weather forecasts

and so on.



Part One

Exercise 1

Improving Basic Skills

Directions: Listen to the weather forecast. Find the city and write the temperature on the

map.

Exercise 2

Darwin

.

Brisbane
Perth Newecastle
O Sydney
Q
Q
Melbourne

@Hobarﬁ;

Directions: Listen to the tape again. Write the weather conditions of the cities in the map

above.
1. It’s
It’s
It’s
It’s
It’s
It’s
It’s

ol BN BN O A o

It’s

in Darwin.

in Perth.

in Brisbane.
in Adelaide.
in Melbourne.
in Hobart.

in Sydney.

in Newcastle.
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Part Two Pre-listening Activities

Directions: Below are some pictures of some weather conditions. Describe each of them

with your partner.

(4) (5) (6)

Part Three Listening Activities

Listening Task 1 ~ Weather Forecast

Vocabulary

Directions ;: You're going to hear three conversations. Listen carefully and answer the fol—
lowing questions briefly.

1. What’s the temperature in Conversation 19

2. What does the man say about the weather these days in Conversation 27




3. Did the man in Conversation 3 hear the weather forecast ?

Exercise 2

Directions: Listen again and fill in the blanks.
Conversation 1

Man: Oh! Look! It’s snowing again.
Woman: Yeah. (1) is here at last.
Man: It’s really cold today. Do you know the (2) ?

Woman ; T don’t know, but I guess it must be at least 10 degrees (3)

Man; What? Above zero? Can it be snowing when the temperature is above zero ?

Woman ; Oh! T mean 10 degrees in Fahrenheit. It’s about 14°C below zero.

Man: Oh! I see.

Conversation 2

Man: Itsabit (4) | isn’tit?

Woman ; Yes, it is. But I don’t like the wind.

Man: (5)_ doI. Anyway, it is better than yesterday.

Woman ; You're right. I wonder what it’s going to be like tomorrow.

Man: T've no ideas. The weather has been (6)__ these days.

Conversation 3

Man: Look at the sky, Mike! It’s starting to (7)

Woman ;I see it. I hope it doesn’t rain. I thought it was going to be fine today. I was
planning a (8)

Man:  You can’t have a picnic without a good weather , can you?

Woman : No, I can’t. Did you hear the weather report ?

Man: I didn’t catch the weather report. But what if it rains?

Woman : I might (9) stay at home, doing nothing at all.
Listening Task 2 Saturday’s Weather Report
Vocabulary
damp adj. i RATA D
centigrade n. BB AR
lunar eclipse A&
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Exercise 1

Directions ; Listen to the following weather report and then answer the questions.
1. What was Saturday’s weather like ?

A. Fair and humid. B. Warm and dry. C. Hot and partly cloudy.
2. What were the high temperatures for Saturday in the state ?

A. 33 to 35 degrees. B. 34 to 36 degrees. C. 35 to 37 degrees.
3. What is Sunday evening’s weather forecast for the state ?

A. Light rain over the entire state.

B. Heavy showers over the southern part .

C. Some rain in parts of the state.
4. About what time should skies be clear on Monday ?

A. Around 11:00 a.m. B. Around 3:00 p.m. C. Around 7:00 p.m.
5. What event will occur on Monday evening ¢

A. The earth’s shadow will cover the moon.

B. Colorful lights will appear in the sky .

C. Shooting stars can be seen.

Exercise 2

Directions ; Listen to the weather report again, and decide whether the following state—

ments are true or false.

1. The weatherman is working indoors today .

2. New York’s highest temperature during the day is 37 degrees.

3. For those who are planning outdoor activities on Sunday can expect clear

skies.

4. The partial lunar eclipse will start at 10:38 p.m. on Sunday evening.

Listening Task 3 Hot Summer

Vocabulary
drought n. i
average n. %, FIHE

Unit 1 Talking About Weather 6



Exercise 1

Directions: You're going to hear a dialogue about “the drought”. Listen carefully and

make corrections to the following statements. There is only one missed word in each state—

ment.

1. According to the conversation , they have got quite a lot of cloudy days.

2. The rainfall last month was half the yearly average .

3. The woman speaker is scared at the drought .

Exercise 2

Directions: Listen to the dialogue again and fill in the blanks according to what you

hear.

Merry ;

Jack .

Merry ;

Jack .

Merry ;

Jack .

Merry ;

Jack .

Have you noticed the weather conditions these days ?

Yeah. We’ve got quite a lot of sunny days. It hasn’t rained for a long time.
You're right. And I think a drought has (1)____ . It hasn’t rained a
drop for months.

I think so, too, but didn’tit (2)_ last month?

It did rain last month, but the rainfall was only half the (3)

average.
Oh. That’s too bad, I'm afraid.

That’s right. It’s really bad. I'm really (4) ___ even though I’'m not
scared yet.

I don’t blame you. The grassland has (5) even before the summer

has arrived. I can’t even imagine what it will be like when the summer comes .

. Yeah, and the soil has been burned so hard that it is too hard for the farmers to

(6)
Looks like it’s going to be an (7) _____ thing that would get worse each
day.

: Yeah. If it doesn’t rain, it’s going to get even (8)

7 Unit 1 Talking About Weather
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Listening Task 4 The Whole World Is Burning

Vocabulary
scorching  adj. ¥ ey
thermometer n. =it
digit n. T 3548 £ 5

Exercise 1

Directions: You are going to hear a dialogue about “heat” . Listen carefully and match

each word in Column A with its explanation in Column B.

Column A Column B
scorching instrument for measuring temperature
thermometer become lower
digit hot
break into any one of the numerals 0 to 9
drop burst suddenly into
Exerase 2

Directions: Listen to the dialogue again and decide whether the following statements are
true or false. Write T for true and F for false.

1. According to the man, the temperature has reached 98°C.

2. The woman says she has never seen such hot weather before .

3. The woman hopes the temperature will not go up any more .

4. The man thinks people cannot do anything before sunset .

5. The woman thinks people can bear heat for long during daytime .

Part Four Post-listening Activities

Language for You to Learn

% % % average % % % temperature % % % degree % % % thermometer % % % damp

Unit 1 Talking About Weather 8



% % % rainy % % % sunny % % % cloudy % % % shower % % % scorching

% % dry up % % above zero % % below zero % % weather report

% % weather conditions % % scorching weather

% It hasn’t rained a drop for months.

% Do you know the temperature ?

% It’s about 14°C below zero.

% It’s a bit windy, isn’t it?

% The weather has been changeable these days .
% The whole world is burning.

% That’s all for today’s weather.

Oral Practice

Directions : Suppose you are a weather forecaster; make a report for a “perfect day” .

' \ %w Recognizing Numbers
W In every kind of listening material , num-
k bers appear very often. The ability to recog—
nize numbers seems difficult and important to Chinese students . The following
two steps are helpful for you in listening ; 1) to practice over and over again the
pronunciation of the numbers , particularly the different pronunciations between

thirteen and thirty, fourteen and forty, and so on; 2) to write down the numbers

as rapidly as you can in numerical forms.

Applying the Skills
Youre going to hear 10 statements concerning numbers. Listen carefully and write them

down in the spaces given.

1. 2 3. 4. 5.
6. - 7. 8 - 9. 10.

9 Unit 1 Talking About Weather
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