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Preface

Preface

Once upon a time, on a long, long flight headed back to Los Angeles, I came across a rather
childlike painting in the airline brochure. The painting was of a pre-school boy by the name of
Ymmit who had a big lopsided head, two protruding eyes, a nose where one nostril was three
times bigger than the other, a smile so wide and teeth so crooked that it couldn’t have fit better
on this face, and only six strands of hair standing straight on his head. It was a painting that could
have effortlessly been drawn by a real pre-school boy, but, in fact, was painted by Tim Nyberg,
an adult. It was not a masterpiece by Monet, Da Vinci, Van Gogh, Caravaggio, Cezanne, or any
artist worth mentioning. It lacked perfection in technique, composition, color use, consistency,

and shine. Yet, here it was.

What value did this painting hold? Why was this lacking of everything found in a brochure read

by thousands traveling across the Pacific?
The answer is “Youth”.

It is our youth that we as a society celebrate. It is youth that parents and teachers invest, foster,
and place their hopes in. It is youth that even Pablo Picasso himself spent a lifetime trying to
master and perfect. Why? It is not challenging to be an adult; it is a process society drives people
through. With each minute, day, and year, we begin to let our brains and logic take the front seat,
placing our senses in the back. We conceal more of what we truly feel and think than be genuine
because we fear the consequences. It is no one’s fault that cultural impressions have successfully
made their imprint on over three-quarters of the world. However, it is this innocence, simplicity,

and curiosity that is forgotten and lost amongst the adults that make us value youth even more.

Growing up, I was known as the “wild child” who was uncontrollable and never went by the
book. At the age of four, I remember wearing my mother’s red pumps and climbing into a stack

of tires in the backyard, only to soon trip and end up with bloody knees and a bawling face. At
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the age of ten, I climbed onto my roof after watching “Dawson’s Creek” and imagined I was
the female lead, attempting to go into my best friend’s room. Then, it took a good tumble for
me to wake up and smell the flowers. After all, my home was not Hollywood and I was not
Katie Holmes. At the age of 18, my college roommate and I ran out of our dorm and into a
thunderstorm to see who could stay in the rain longer. The loser would buy everyone coftee. It
turned out that no one got a sip of that coffee because we ended up at the hospital with an IV
attached to our arm. These choices and actions always disturbed and concerned my parents who
always found it difficult to imagine the kind of adult I would grow up to be. But, in the midst of

all this chaos, I turned out normal.

Youth is often linked with immaturity, but that, I believe, is a misunderstanding. It has never been
about being childish, reckless, or irresponsible. It is not about being headstrong and doing what
you selfishly desire. Nor is it about using puberty as an excuse to play the true rebel of protecting

your rights as a child and vehemently defying your parents.

Being young is having the courage to take risks and believe the sky is the limit. It is understanding
that adults make mistakes, but mean well. It is letting purity and innocence drive your every
choice and help you withstanding the many voices that may discourage you. It is about being
able to fall and wipe your dirty palms on your clothes and then stand up again. No one said that

growing up was easy, so let your youth be the compass guiding you to your “happily ever after”.

Emily Wang
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Magic of Wonderland

It's the place where you have your footprints imprinted; where you have
your voice echoed; and where you have your fond memories buried.

It's the place where we have the opportunity to look around us and see
little mirrors of ourselves.

It's the place you may call "HOME".

— Joyce



