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Arthur Conan Doyle

Sir Arthur Conan Doyle (22 May 1859 — 7 July
1930) was a Scottish physician and writer who is
most noted for his fictional stories about the detective
Sherlock Holmes, which are generally considered
milestones in the field of crime fiction. He is also
known for writing the fictional adventures of a second
character he invented, Professor Challenger. He was a
prolific writer whose other works include fantasy and
science fiction stories, plays, romances, poetry, non-
fiction, and historical novels.
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General Preface

Millions of Chinese are learning English to acquire
knowledge and skills for communication in a world
where English has become the primary language for
international discourse. Yet not many learners have come
to realize that the command of the English language also
enables them to have an easy access to the world literary
classics such as Shakespeare’s plays, Shelley’s poems,
mark Twain’s novels and Nietzsche’s works which are an
important part of liberal-arts education. The most important
goals of universities are not vocational, that is, not merely
the giving of knowledge and the training of skills.

In a broad sense, education aims at broadening young
people’s mental horizon, cultivating virtues and shaping
their character. Lincoln, Mao Zedong and many other
great leaders and personages of distinction declared how
they drew immense inspiration and strength from literary
works. As a matter of fact, many of them had aspired to
become writers in their young age. Alexander the Great
(356-323 B.C.) is said to take along with him two things,
waking or sleeping: a book and a dagger, and the book
is Iliad, a literary classic, by Homer. He would put these
two much treasured things under his pillow when he
went to bed.



Today, we face an unprecedented complex and
changing world. To cope with this rapid changing world
requires not only communication skills, but also adequate
knowledge of cultures other than our own home culture.
Among the most important developments in present-day
global culture is the ever increasing cultural exchanges
and understanding between different nations and peoples.
And one of the best ways to know foreign cultures is
to read their literary works, particularly their literary
classics, the soul of a country’s culture. They also give
you the best language and the feeling of sublimity.

Liaoning People’s Publishing House is to be
congratulated for its foresight and courage in making
a new series of world literary classics available to the
reading public. It is hoped that people with an adequate
command of the English language will read them, like
them and keep them as their lifetime companions.

I am convinced that the series will make an important
contribution to the literary education of the young
people in china. At a time when the whole country is
emphasizing “spiritual civilization”, it is certainly a very
timely venture to put out the series of literary classics for
literary and cultural education.

Zhang Zhongzai

Professor

Beijing Foreign Studies University
July, 2013 Beijing
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The Bedside Classics
of
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Designed to make all English classic works available to all
readers, The Bedside Classics bring you the world’s greatest
literature, philosophy, psychology—books that have stood the test
of time—at specially low prices. These beautifully designed books
will be proud addictions to your bookshelf. You’ll want all these
time-tested classics for your own reading pleasure. The first set of
the first 15 Bedside Classics includes:

Wake-robin by John Burroughs ¥10.00
1984 by George Orwell ¥ 18.00
The Great Gatsby by F. Scott Fitzgerald ¥10.00
Adventures of Huckleberry Finn by Mark Twain ¥18.00
Sister Carrie by Theodore Dreiser ¥26.00
Emma by Jane Austen ¥26.00
Tess of the d’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy ¥24.00
The Adventures of Sherlock Holmes

by Arthur Conan Doyle ¥18.00
The Call of the Wild + White Fang

by Jack London ¥ 18.00
Sons and Lovers by D. H. Lawrence ¥26.00
Of Human Bondage by William Somerset Maugham ¥35.00
The Divine Comedy - Inferno by Dante Alighieri ¥12.00
Dream Psychology + A Young Girl’s Diary

by Sigmund Freud ¥22.00
Thus Spake Zarathustra + Beyond Good and Evil

by Friedrich Nietzsche ¥26.00
Ulysses(I and II)+(I1l) by James Joyce ¥36.00

For the online order, please use the 2-dimentional bar code on the back
cover, or visit the publisher’s web-side. Or if you have any suggestions, please
go to the publisher’s weibo: http://weibo.com/Irs 2009, or call 024-23284321.
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Chapter | 1

CHAPTER 1

A SCANDAL IN BOHEMIA

I

To Sherlock Holmes she is always THE woman. I
have seldom heard him mention her under any other
name. In his eyes she eclipses and predominates the
whole of her sex. It was not that he felt any emotion
akin to love for Irene Adler. All emotions, and that
one particularly, were abhorrent to his cold, precise
but admirably balanced mind. He was, I take it, the
most perfect reasoning and observing machine that
the world has seen, but as a lover he would have
placed himself in a false position. He never spoke of
the softer passions, save with a gibe and a sneer. They
were admirable things for the observer — excellent for
drawing the veil from men’s motives and actions. But
for the trained reasoner to admit such intrusions into
his own delicate and finely adjusted temperament was
to introduce a distracting factor which might throw a
doubt upon all his mental results. Grit in a sensitive
instrument, or a crack in one of his own high-power
lenses, would not be more disturbing than a strong
emotion in a nature such as his. And yet there was but
one woman to him, and that woman was the late Irene
Adler, of dubious and questionable memory.

I had seen little of Holmes lately. My marriage had
drifted us away from each other. My own complete
happiness, and the home-centred interests which rise
up around the man who first finds himself master of
his own establishment, were sufficient to absorb all
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my attention, while Holmes, who loathed every form
of society with his whole Bohemian soul, remained
in our lodgings in Baker Street, buried among his old
books, and alternating from week to week between
cocaine and ambition, the drowsiness of the drug,
and the fierce energy of his own keen nature. He was
still, as ever, deeply attracted by the study of crime,
and occupied his immense faculties and extraordinary
powers of observation in following out those clues,
and clearing up those mysteries which had been
abandoned as hopeless by the official police. From
time to time I heard some vague account of his doings:
of his summons to Odessa in the case of the Trepoff
murder, of his clearing up of the singular tragedy of
the Atkinson brothers at Trincomalee, and finally of
the mission which he had accomplished so delicately
and successfully for the reigning family of Holland.
Beyond these signs of his activity, however, which I
merely shared with all the readers of the daily press, I
knew little of my former friend and companion.

One night — it was on the twentieth of March, 1888
— I was returning from a journey to a patient (for I
had now returned to civil practice), when my way
led me through Baker Street. As I passed the well-
remembered door, which must always be associated in
my mind with my wooing, and with the dark incidents
of the Study in Scarlet, I was seized with a keen
desire to see Holmes again, and to know how he was
employing his extraordinary powers. His rooms were
brilliantly lit, and, even as I looked up, I saw his tall,
spare figure pass twice in a dark silhouette against the
blind. He was pacing the room swiftly, eagerly, with
his head sunk upon his chest and his hands clasped
behind him. To me, who knew his every mood and
habit, his attitude and manner told their own story.
He was at work again. He had risen out of his drug-
created dreams and was hot upon the scent of some
new problem. I rang the bell and was shown up to the



