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BEETHOVEN, OP.19
PIANO CONCERTO N22, Bb MAJOR.

If Beethoven's Piano Concerto op. 15,
published in 1801 as No.1 dates [rom
an earlier period than op.19, the latter
is in reality the second Concerlo, pre-
ceded by the one in Eflat written in
1784 and not published uniil the year
1890. The Concerto in D, published by
Guido Adler in 1890 is not an early
work by Beethoven, but was composed
by Josef Rosler (op.15). Op.19 was
designed in the year 1794 and was
played for the first time in public by the
composer himself on March 29th 1795
in Vienna. Whether Beethoven made
some important alterations in the work
for the second performance on December
18th of the same year is unknown,
but it is certain that he played the Con-
certo in Prague in 1798 (actual date
missing), and later at Vienna on October
29th of the same year, in the final form
which has been handed down to us. On
December 15th 1800 Beethoven offered
the Concerto, together with other works,
to the conductor Franz Anton Hofimeister
in Leipzig. The latter, whom Beethoven
had known in Vienna, founded the fa-
mous publishing firm C. F. Peters, with
the assistance of the organist A. Kiihnel.
Beethoven wrote as follows: — “A Con-
certo for pianc, which | do not consider
one of my best; also another which will
be published here by Mollo. I keep the
best for myselfl until | travel, but all the
same you need not be ashamed to print
it” On January 15t he asked the

small sum of 10 ducats for the work,
“for, as | told you, I do not consider it
one of my best.” On April 22nd of the
same year he apologised to Holfmeister
for not having sent the works which had
been accepted. He pleaded iliness and a
sudden rush of work, and added:—
“Perhaps the only touch of genius I
possess lies in the fact that my com-
positions are not always in good order,
though nobody can remedy that except
myselfl. For instance, according to my
general rule the piano part of the Con-
certo was not inserted in the score, and
I am filling it in now, so that you may
receive it as soon as possible, in my
own not very legible handwriting.” In
June 1809 Beethoven sent to the pub-
lishers the exact title of his op. 19 and
the other works purchased from him. He
also wrote a statement to the effect that
he had sold these works to no one else
in the world except to Holfmeister and
Kithnel, and that they could consider
them as their own exclusive property.
The title of the original edition, pub-
lished in parts only, runs as follows:—
“Concert pour le Pianotorne avec £ Vio-

lons, Viole, Violoncelle et Basse, une
Flite, 2 Oboes, 2 Cors, 2 Bassons com-
posé et dédié & Monsieur Charles Nikl
Noble de Nikelberg, Conseiller aulique
de sa Majesté Impériale et Royale par
Louis van Beethoven. Oeuvre XIXme
& Leipzic au Bureau de Musique de
Holimeister et Kiihnel (Edition No. 65)."”



The first edition of the score, none too
clearly printed, did not appear till the
end of the year 1834, when it was issued
by Ph. Dunst in Frankfurt a. M. C.F.
Peters of Leipzig published the score
later i1 1858, which was followed in
1862 by one from the house of Breit-
kopf & Hartel (in the complete edition
of Beethoven's works). Finally, in 1922,
Ernst Eulenburg brought out a miniature

score, which is now reprinted with these
remarks.

The original manuscript, wrongly con-
sidered as op. 54, is to be found in the
musical depariment of the Prussian
State Library in Berlin. It cannot be
identical however with the fair copy sent
to the publishers, as the piano part,
inserted in the fair copy, is here for the
most part missing.

Wilh, Altmann
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