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Abstract

The capacity of islands to generate maritime zones and to influence the location of
international maritime boundaries was a long-term dispute long before a single
provision in the 1982 UN Convention on the Law of the Sea. Particularly, the problem
of the effect of the islands' delimitation in the sea had attracted the attention of
international law. Regime of Islands in the UNCLOS has confirmed the legal
definition of an island and its entitlement. However, the rules of the provision are too
simple to be applied. In addition, the UNCLOS leaves open the function of the islands
in the maritime delimitation. Therefore, the effect of the islands’ delimitation can only
be found in the customary law. According to the numerous international judicial legal
precedents and state practices, it is full effect, partial effect and zero effect that the
islands could possibly obtain in delimitation, and it is the nature and position of the
islands and other factors including economic and political consideration, trade-off
value, disputed islands and so on that influence the effect of the islands’ delimitation
in the sea. At last, this essay attempts to analys1s the p0s51ble effect of Dlaoyutal

agreements concerning mant&me bq laries
practices seem to suggest that t.be mo apprbpﬁs

at te apd most likely effect of Diaoyutai

§eé;;may be no effect or at most be

i Y ==
Islands on the delimitation of th% E%st Chin

limited to circa 12 nautical mlles. Thls value 1§§aqp%pted, could certainly help to bring
some solution to the complicated deadiock of the ‘maritime delimitation in the East

China Sea.
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