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PREFACE

Preface

With honor, pleasure and sincerity, we present this bou-
quet of flowers from the Enghsh garden to you, our dear
readers.

The highest stage of learming, according to the famous
scholar, Mr Wan Guowei{Guantang), 1s hke the situation

as below

In the crowd once and again
I look for her in vain
When all at once turn my head
1 find her there where lantern hght s dimly shed

We are delighted to find that we can offer Enghsh learners
a shorteut to this stage by supplying them with the gem of the
classical works that 13 what they need and want and have to
study We choose the excellent excerpts of the classics The
English text 15 onginal, and the Chinese 1s exactly matching
the English paragraph by paragraph Reading real, ongnal
version will no longer be a heavy burden; 1t could be a
pleasure and leisure

Try 1t and hope you will hike 1t
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2 DON QUIXOTE

THE FIRST PART
Chapter 1

Now that he had utterly wrecked his reason he fell into the
strangest fancy that ever a madman had in the whole world
He thought it fit and proper, both 1n order to increase his
renown and to serve the state, to turn kmght errant and travel

? 1n search of ad-

through the world with horse and armour
ventures, following in every way the practice of the kmghts
errant he had read of, redressing all manner of wrongs, and
exposing himself to chances and dangers, by the overcoming
of which he mught win eternal and dangers, by the overcom-
g of which he might win eternal honour and renown.

The first thing that he did was 10 clean some armour which
had cleaned and repaired 1t as best he could, he found that
there was one great defect the helmet was a simple head -
piece without a visor So he ingemously ? made good this
deficiency by fashioning out of preces of pasteboard a kind of
half - visor which, fitted to the helmei, gave the appearance
of a complete head — piece  However, to see if it was strong
enough to stand up to the nsk of a sword - cut, he took out
his sword and gave 1t two strokes, the first of which demol-
1shed in a moment what had taken him a week to make He

was not too pleased at the ease with which he had destroyed
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4 DON QUIXOTE

it, and to safeguard himself aganst this danger, recon-
structed the visor, putting some strips of iron nside, 1n such
a way as to satisfy himself of his protection, and, not caring
to make another inal of 1t, he accepted 1t as a fine jointed
headpiece © and put 1t inte commission %

Next he went to inspect his hack, but though, through
leanness he had more quarters than there are pence in a
groat, and more blemishes than Gonella’s horse, which was
nothing but skin and bone, he appeared to our kmght more
than the equal of Alexander's Bucephalus and the Cid’s Ba-
bieca He spent four days pondenng what name to give him;
for, he reflected, 1t would be wrong for the horse of so famous
a kmght, a horse so good mn himself, to be without a famous
name Therefore he tried to fit im with one that would sig-
nify what he had been before s master turned kmight errant,
and what he now was, for it was only nght that as his master
changed his profession, the horse should change his name for
a sublime and high - sounding one, befitting the new order
and the new calling he professed So, after many names in-
vented, struck out and rejected, amended, cancelled and
remade in his faneiful mind, he finally decided to call him
Rocinante, a name which seemed to him grand and sonorous,
and to express the common horse he had been before armving
at his present state the first and foremost of all hacks 1n the
world

Having found so pleasing & name for hus horse, he next
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6 DON QUIXOTE

decide to do the same for himself, and spent another eight
days thinking about 1t Finally he resolved to call himself
Don Quixote  So, Iike a good kmight, he decided to add the
name of his country to his own and call himself Don Quixote
de la Mancha Thus, he thought, he very clearly proclaimed
his pareniage and native land and honoured ut taking his
surname from 1t

Now that his armour was clean, his helmet made into a
complete head — piece, a name found for his horse, and he
confirmed 1n his new ttle, 1t struck him that there was only
one more thing to do to find a lady to be enamoured of For
a knight errant ¥ without a lady 1s like a tree without leaves
or frumit and a body without a soul He said to himself again
and again "I I for my sins or by good luck were to meet with
some gant hereabouts %, as generally happens to kmghts
errant, and 1f ] were to overthrow lim 1n the encounter, or
cut him down the middle or, 1n short, conquer him and make
him surrender, would 1t not be well to have someone to whom
I could send him as a present, so that he could enter and
kneel down before my sweet lady and say n tones of humble
submission ” Lady, 1 am the giant Caracuhambro, lord of
the 1sland of Malindrama, whom the never —sufficiently -
to - be — praised kmght, Don Quixote de la Mancha, con-
quered 1n single combat and ordered to appear before your
Grace, so that your Highness mught dispose of me according

to your will”?’ Oh, how pleased our hnight was when he had
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8 DON QUIXOTE

made up this speech, and even gladder when he found
someone whom he could call his lady It happened. 1t 1s
beheved, n this way 1n a village near his there was a very
good - looking farm girl, whom he had been taken with at one
time, although she 1s supposed not to have known 1t or had
proof of it Her name was Aldonza Lorenzo, and she 1t was
he thought fit to call the lady of his fancies, and, casting
around for a name which should not be too far away from her
own, yet suggest and 1mply a pnncess and great lady, he
resolved to call her Duleinea del Tohoso - for she was a na-
tive of El Toboso —, a name which seemed to him as musi-
cal, strange and sigmificant as those others that he had de-

vised for himsell and his possessions
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10 DON QUIXOTE

Chapter 3

‘1 expected no less fiom your great magmficence, dear
sir, " replied Don Quixote “So [ will tell you that the boon ¥
I begged of you, and you in your generosity granted, 1s that
you will kmight me on the mommg of to - morrow. This mght
I will watch my arms in the chapel of this castle of yours, and
to ~ morrow, as [ said, my dearest wish will be fulfiiled, and
1 shall have the right to nde through all quarters of the world
i search of adventuies, for the benefit of the distressed,
according to the obligations of kmghthoed and of kmghts er-

rant like myself, whose nunds are given to such exploits ’

Promptly veceived his instructions as to keeping watch over
his armout in a greal yaid which lay on one side ef the 1nn
He gathered all the pieces together and laid them on a stone
trough, which stood beside a well Then, bucklmg on his
shield, he seized his lance and began to pace jauntily up and
down before the trough And just as he began his watch,
night began to fall

The innkeeper told everyone staying in the inn of his
guest’s craziness, of the watching of the armour, and of the
knighting he was expecting, and, wondering at this strange

form of madness, they came oul to observe him from a dis-
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12 DON QUIXOTE

tance, and watched him, sometimes pacing up and down with
a peaceful look and sometimes leaning on his lance and gaz-
g on his armour, without taking his eyes off 1t for a con-
siderable time Night had now fallen, but the moon was so
bright that she might have rivalled the orb that lent her his
light, so that whatever the novice kmght did was clearly
visible to all Just then 1t occurred to one of the carmners who
was staying at the inn to go and water his mules, and to do
this he found 1t necessary to remove Don Quixote’s annour,
which lay on the trough But the kmght, seemg him draw
near, addressed him 1n a loud voice *You, whoever you
are, rash knight, who come to touch the armour of the most
valorous erranl © that ever girt on & word, take heed what you
do De not touch 1t unless you wish to lose your hife in pay-
ment for your tementy ®

The carner paid no attention to this speech — 1t would have
been better f he had regarded it, for he would have been
regarding his own safety — but, laying hold of the straps,
threw the armour some distance from him At this sight Don
Quixote rased his eyes to heaven, and addressing his
thoughts, as 1t seemed, to his lady Dulcinea, cried * Assisl
me, lady, 1 the first affront offered to this enraptured heart!
Let your favour and protection fal me i this arst tnal! '

And, uttering these words and others like them, he loos-
ened his shield and, raising s lance n both hands, dealt
his adversary a mighty blow on the head with 11, which threw
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14 DON QUIXOTE

him to the ground so inyured that, 1if 1t had been followed by a
second, the camer would have had no use for a surgeon to
cure him This done, Don Quixote gathered his arms 1ogether
again and paced up and down once more with the same
composure as before

A htile later a second carrrer, not knowing what had
happened since the first man sull lay stunned, came out with
the same ntention of watering his mules But. ju-t as he was
gong to clear the armour from the trough. Don Quixote,
without uttering a word or begging anyone’s favour, loosened
lus shield agam, once more raised head - fur he opened it i
four places — without damage to his weapon At the nose all
the people m the inn rushed out, among them the mnkeeper
Whereupon Don Quixote buckled on his shield and, putting
his hand to his sword, cried ‘O beauteous lady, strength
and wigour of this enfeebled heart! Now is the time to turn
your 1llustrious © eyes on this your captive hmight, who 1s
awaiting so great an adventure

With this 1t seemed to him that he gained <o much courage
that if all the camers m the world had atiacked him he would
not have yielded a foot When the fellows of the wounded
men saw them 1n that phight & they began to shower stones on
Don Quixote from some way off He protected himself from
them as best he could with his shield, but dared not leave the
trough, for fear of abandoning his armour And the nkeeper
shouted to them to leave him alone, for he had already told



