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@5 Alice’ s Adventures in Wonderland

1
Down the rabbit-hole

lice was beginning to get very bored. She and her sis-
A ter were sitting under the trees. Her sister was
reading, but Alice had nothing to do. Once or twice she looked
into her sister’s book, but it had no pictures or conversations
in it.

‘And what is the use of a book, * thought Alice, ‘without
pictures or conversations?’ .

She tried to think of something to do, but it was a hot day
and she felt very sleepy and stupid. She was still sitting and
thinking when suddenly a White Rabbit with pink eyes ran
past her.

There was nothing really strange about seeing a rabbit.” And
Alice was not very surprised when the Rabbit said, ‘Oh dear!
Oh dear! I shall be late!’ (Perhaps it was a little strange,
Alice thought later, but at the time she was not surprised. )

But then the Rabbit took a watch out of its pocket, looked
at it, and hurried on. At once Alice jumped to her feet.

‘I’ ve never before seen a rabbit with either a pocket, or a
watch to take out of it,” she thought. And she ran quickly
across the field after the Rabbit. She did not stop to think,
and when the Rabbit ran down a large rabbit-hole, Alice fol-
lowed it immediately.

After a little way the rabbit-hole suddenly went down, deep
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conversation ». taking be-
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~§5 Alice’ s Adventures in Wonderland

into the grouﬁd. Alice could not stop herself falling, and down
she went,. too.

It was a very strange hole. Alice was falling very slowly,
and she had time to think and to look around her. She could
see nothing below her because it was so dark. But when she
looked at the sides of the hole, she could see cupboards and
books and pictures on the walls. She had time to take things
out of a cupboard, look at them, and then put them back in a
cupboard lower down.

‘Well!’ thought Alice. ‘After a fall like this, I can fall
anywhere! I can {all downstairs at home, and I won’t cry or
say a word about it!”’

Down, down, down. ‘How far have I fallen now?’ Alice
said aloud to herself. ‘Perhaps I’ m near the centre of the
earth. Let me think ... That’s four thousand miles down.’
(Alice was very good at her school lessons and could remember

a lot of things like this. )

" Down, down, down. Would she ever stop falling? Alice
was very nearly asleep when, suddenly, she was sitting on the
ground. Quickly, she jumped to her feet and looked around.
She could see the White Rabbit, who was hurrying away -and
still talking to himself. ‘Oh my ears and whiskers! * he was
saying. ‘How late it’s getting!’

Alice ran after him like the wind. She was getting very near
him when he suddenly turned a corner. Alice ran round the

corner too, and then stopped. She was now in a long, dark

4



NHUT . B A 1R T S
B@%fﬁ%ﬁﬁaﬁm%mFWﬂ;
WA, KR EEMM, AL, di £ |
mEKﬁnmmﬁﬂM%tﬁ¢Mwaﬂ
Lo AT AR T A, 4T L
R, T BRI 06 |
W B AR, CBETX T F, R H
WEILHAS IR 1) WUIG AR B T B
B RALRUA LB 4" |
f TR, B, FAME . RN T
BB R T B LR
BRepol [ iAo AR S H R 4000 2
%%%m&m&«%%mm%zEWM\
.)

fRICF, FEUE, BAOE . fF A0 A REWE T
ARUET R HRREE A T, KRR M - PR
Bl b, WhiRRBE TR, A TEME,
W& W IE BB A AT, B E HE
MR, FHY A P B KK

BERH 22 BR A )R I IROKL - FE B R
HRBE FAt 7, R TR S B
P A, R T PR, A G

dark ». where there is no
light. ML #%; W5 &b, cup-
board » . piece of furniture,
with shelves and doors, for
keeping things in. 8 #§; />
B s, centre ».middle
part or point. §10 1
jumped to her feet move
quickly off the ground. bt ¥t
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N'ﬁf'g Alice’ s Adventures in Wonderland

room with doors all round the walls, and she could not see the
White Rabbit anywhere.

She tried to open the doors, but they were all locked. ‘How
will T ever get out again?’ she thought sadly. Then she saw a
little glass table with three legs, and on the top of it was a very
small gold key. Alice quickly took the key and tried it in all
the doors, but oh dear! Either the locks were too big, or the
key was too small, but she could not open any of the doors.

Then she saw another door, a door that was only forty cen-
timetres high. The little gold key unlocked this door easily,
but of course Alice could not get through it — she was much
too big. So she lay on the floor and looked through the open
door, into a beautiful garden with green trees and bright flow-
ers.

Poor Alice was very unhappy. ‘What a wonderful garden!’
she said to herself. ‘I’d like to be out there — not in this dark
room. Why can’t I get smaller?’ It was already a very strange
day, and Alice was beginning to think that anything was pos-
sible.

After a while she locked the door again, got up and went
back to the glass table. She put the key down and then she
saw a little bottle on the table { ‘I’ m sure it wasn’t here be-
fore,” said Alice). Round the neck of the bottle was a piece of
paper with the words DRINK ME in large letters.

But Alice was a careful girl. ‘It can be dangerous to drink

out of strange bottles, > she said. ‘What will it do to me?’ She
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locked udj . a locked door.
BEN]. key n.picce of
metal that opens a lock. ¥
RL. centimetre » . mecasure
of length. JH K. garden ».
piece of open land where
flowers grow. £ . won-
derful adj . that pleases and
surprises you very much. {5
AN S0 BB,
Drink v.take water, milk,
coffee, etc. in through the
mouth. "§; ik, dangerous
adj. that  will probably
bring harm. fER#



~#r£ Alice’ s Adventures in Wonderland

drank a little bit very slowly. The taste was very nice, like
chocolate and oranges and hot sweet coffee, and very soon
Alice finished the bottle.

* ¥ ¥
‘What a strange feeling!’ said Alice. ‘I think I’ m getting
smaller and smaller every second.’

And she was. A few minutes later she was only twenty-five
centimetres high. ‘ And now,’ she said happily, ‘I can get
through the little door into that beautiful garden.’

She ran at once to the door. When she got there, she re-
membered that the little gold key was back on the glass table.
She ran back to the table for it, but of course, she was now
much too small! There was the key, high above her, on top of
the table. She tried very hard to climb up the table leg, but
she could not do it.

At last, tired and unhappy, Alice sat down on the floor and
cried. But after a while she spoke to herself angrily.

‘Come now, ~ she said. ‘Stop crying at once. What’s the
use of crying?’ She was a strange child, and often talked to
herself like this.

Scon she saw a little glass box near her on the floor. She
opened it, and found a very small cake with the words EAT
ME on it. : ‘

Nothing could sﬁrprise Alice now. ‘Well, I'll eat it,’ she
said. “If I get taller, I can take the key off the table. And if I

get smaller, I can get under the door. One way or another, I’ 11
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‘~ﬁ«£ Alice” s Adventures in Wonderland

get into the garden. So it doesn’t matter what happens!’

She ate a bit of the cake, and then put her hand on top of
her head. ‘Which way? Which way?’ she asked herself, a lit-
tle afraid. Nothing happened. This was not really surprising.
People don’t usually get taller or shorter when they eat cake.
But a lot of strange things were happening to Alice today. ‘It
will be very boring, ’ she said, ‘if nothing happens.’

So she went on eating, and very soon the cake was finished.
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way n.road; route; how you
go from one place 1o
another. % B% 28, §§ &,
afraid adj. having fear. ¥
1. happen . be; take
place. & 4. boring adj.
dullsnot interesting. % A K
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2
The pool of tears

¢ uriouser and curiouser! ’ said Alice. (She was very
C surprised, and for a minute she forgot how to
speak good English. )

‘1 shall be as tall as a house in a minute, ’ she said. She
tried to look down at her feet, and could only just see them.
‘Goodbye, feet!’ she called. ‘Who will put on your shoes
now? Oh dear! What nonsense 1'm talking!’

Just then her head hit the ceiling of the room. She was now
about three metres high. Quickly, she took the little gold key
from the table and hurried to the garden door.

Poor Alice! She lay on the floor and looked into the garden
with one eye. She could not even put her head through the
door.

She began to cry again, and went on crying and crying. The
tears ran down her face, and soon there was a large pool of wa-
ter all around her on the floor. Suddenly she heard a voice,
and she stopped crying to listen.

‘Oh, the Duchess, the Duchess! She’ll be so angry! I’m
late, and she’s waiting for me. Oh dear, oh dear!’

It was the White Rabbit again. He was hurrying down the
long room, with some white gloves in one hand and a large fan-
in the other hand.

Alice was afraid, but she needed help. She spoke in a quiet
12
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ground. where water lies. /K
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voice. ‘Oh, please, sir —’

The Rabbit jumped wildly, dropped the gloves and the fan,
and hurried away as fast as he could.

Alice picked up the fan and the gloves. The room was very
hot, so she began to fan herself while she talked. ‘Oh dear!
How strange everything is today! Did I change in the night?
Am I a different person today? But if I'm a different person,
then the next question is — who am 1?7 Ah, that’s the mys-
tery.’

She began to feel very unhappy again, but then she looked
down at her hand. She was wearing one of the Rabbit’s white
gloves. ‘“How did I get it on my hand?’ she thought. ‘Oh, I’'m
getting smaller again! ’ She looked round the room. ‘I’'m al-
ready less than a metre high. And getting smaller every se-
cond ! How can I stop it?’ She saw the fan in her other hand,
and quickly dropped it.

She was now very, very small — and the little garden door
was locked again, and the little gold key was lying on the glass
table.

‘ Things are worse than ever,’ thought poor Alice. She
turned away from the door, and fell into salt water, right up
to her neck. At first she thought it was the sea, but then she
saw it was the pool of tears. Her tears. Crying makes a lot of
tears when you are three metres tall.

‘Oh, why did I cry so much?’ said Alice. She swam around
and looked for a way out, but the pool was very big. Just then

14



