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ABSTRACT

This dissertation deals with the provision of strate-
gic guidance for an inferior force to win a better e-
quipped enemy. [t is a subject of both theoretical and
practical significance. In the research of the strategic
guidance. the exploration of its hasic laws, the induc-
tion of its histerical lessons, the establishment of its
principles. the rationalization and systemization of its
underlying thinking, are the tasks facing us today. As
long as the Chinese armed forces is relatively worse e-
quipped to its potential adversaries, the provision of
such guidance requires our constant attention.

Part One of the dissertation gives a general intro-
duction to some basic theoretical issues. Strategic guid-
ance refers to the macro planning, controlling and coor-
dinating of war. It includes such activities as the judge-
ment of war situation, the making of strategic deci-
sions ., the optimized application of strategic means. and
the manipulation of other relevant factors. The provi-
sion of strategic guidance for an inferior force to defeat
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a better equipped one, to be sure, has some distinct fea-
tures. It has to be approached with a rare comprehensiv-
eness and from a very high level, to be handled with
both resolution and prudence. Its success depends on the
interactions of a variety of lactors,including the relative
comparison of the weapon factor to the human factor,
the extent of public support. the presence or absence of
geopolitical advantages, and the provision of wise opera-
tional guidance. Victories won in the history of the Chi-
nese revolutionary wars mark the major developments in
the theory and practice indeveloping such a guidance.
Part Two reviews the numerous historical cases in
which the weak defeated the strong and the smaller army
defeated the larger. Lessons drawn from those cases are
the confidence with even inferior weaponry, the cre-
ation and use of one’s own advantages, the containment
and negation of the adversary’ s advantages, the gather-
ing and nurturing of favorahle conditions., and the skill-
ful application of stratagem. Decades of \:var experience
of the Chinese People’s Liberation Army have estab-
lished the people’s war doctrine, the active defense
strategy, the principle of protracted war, the establish-
ment of revolutionary bases, the strategic significance
ascribed to the guerrilla war, the emphasis on maneuver
and annihilation wars, as the most important lessons,
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which, having stood the test of time. would have contin-
ued relevance to the future wars.

Part Three analyzes the new challenges and oppor-
tunities that we have to face in developing strategic guid-
ance. In a future war, we still have the capacity to win a
better equipped enemy. if we can satisfy some precondi-
tions., which include the confidence and the will to
fight, the recognition of the risks and implications of
technological inferiority. the readiness to pay greater
cost, the setting up of a resonable goal . the wise applica-
tion of strategic means. the priority to the development
of high —tech weaponry, the timely termination of mili-
tary operations and transition from war to diplomacy,
etc. .

Part Four elaborates the ways and means to apply
stratagem in a war against a better equipped enemy. It is
asserted that the high —tech nature of future wars does
not necessarily nullify the effect of stratagems. Statagem
continues to play a significant role in transforming
weakness into strength. Attention should be paid to is-
sues such as how to concentrate on the primary strategic
direction while keeping the secondary ones stable, how
to hring the main force onto the primary adversary. how
to seize the most favorahle opportunity, how to gain a
better strategic posture, how to change an unfavorable
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military balance to our advantage. how to identify the
enemy’s center of gravity, the climax, and its erroneons
moves, how to destroy the enemy’s moral and weaken
his will to fight, ete..

Part Five puts forward the reguirement of strasgic
operation. We must try our best to know the enemy and
yourself, then can fight hattles with no danger of de-
feat, to preserve ourselves and destroy the enemy. We
must avoid fighting unprepare battle, as fighting battle
you are not sure of winning. We should ininst on inte-
grated operation, making straragic opertional inferior
to suprior in operation and battle. In sum, high—tech
modern wars demand us to explore new forms of opera-
tions which enable us to use the best in our system a-

gainst the worst in the enemy’s system.
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