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1. The Geographical Features of China
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Area and Position

China is located in the Eastern Hemisphere, in East Asia on
the west coast of the Pacific Ocean. The land area of China is 9. 6
million sq. km, making it the largest country in Asia. China is the
third largest country in the world after Russia and Canada.

Territory of China; China extends from the main channel of
the Heilongjiang River of Mohe, Heilongjiang Province to the Zeng-
mu Reef of the Nansha Islands in the south, a total distance of
5,500 km. It goes from the confluence of the Heilongjiang and
Wusuli rivers in the east to the Pamir Plateau in Xinjiang Uygur
Autonomous Region in the west, a distance of 5,200 km. The land
border is 22, 800 km long and touches 15 foreign countries. The
coastline of China is 18,000 km long.

Topography

China has a varied topography. It is high in the west and low
in the east. The proportions of the varied topography are: moun-
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tainous regions make up 33 percent, plateaus 26 percent, basins 19
percent, plains 12 percent and hills 10 percent. China has many
mountains. Of the 12 mountains over 8, 000 meters high in the
world, seven are in China. The great mountains form the outlines
of many mountain systems, plateaus, basins, plains and hills. All
of these are influenced by mountains to a certain degree. The differ-
ent mountain ranges have become important topographic boundaries

and agricultural lines of demarcation.
China’s Topography “Superlatives”

The biggest sea area: China’s sea area includes the Bohai, Yel-
low, East China, and South China seas. The biggest one is the
South China Sea. Its area is 3. 6 million sq. km and the average
water depth is over 1,200 meters.

The largest island: Taiwan is the largest island, with an area
of 35,700 sq. km, followed by Hainan Island and Chongming
Island.

The longest river: The Yangtze River, 6,300 km long, is the
longest one in China. The Yellow River, 5,464 km long, is the
second longest. The longest continental river in China is the Tarim
River in Xinjiang, 2,137 km long.

The largest lake: Qinghai Lake is the largest in China with a
total area of 4,583 sq. km. After this are Poyang Lake in Jiangxi
Province, Dongting Lake in Hunan Province and Lake Tai in Jiang-
su Province.

The highest mountain; Mount Qomolangma in Tibet, at
8,848 meters, is the highest mountain in the world, seconded by
Qogir Peak of the Karakorum Mountains.



The largest basin; China has four large basins. Sichuan Basin
is the largest outflow basin in China. Tarim Basin and Junggar
Basin are the largest continental basins in China. Qaidam Basin in
Qinghai is the highest basin; its bottom is at an elevation of 2,600~
3,000 meters above sea level. It has rich mineral resources and has
been known as the “treasure bowl. ”

The highest plateau: There are four large plateaus in China.
The Qinghai-Tibet Plateau is the highest in the world at an average
elevation of 4,000 meters. Its area is 2. 5 million sq. kilometers.
After this are the Inner Mongolia Plateau, the Loess Plateau and
the Yunnan-Guizhou Plateau.

The largest plain: There are three large plains in China. The
Northeast Plain is the largest, the North China Plain is the second
and the Middle and Lower Reaches of the Yangtze River Plain is the
third.

The largest desert: Taklimakan Desert in Xinjiang is the
largest desert, with an area of 327,400 sq. kilometers.

Temperature; The Tianchi Lake on Baitou Mountain in Jilin
Province is the place with the lowest temperature in China. Its aver-
age annual temperature is — 7. 4 C. The Xisha Islands of the South
China Sea Islands in Guangdong Province have an average annual
temperature of 26.4°C.

Rainfall: The place with the greatest annual precipitation is
Huoshaoliao in Taiwan Province. Its annual precipitation is over
8,400 mm. But the annual precipitation in Toksun in Xinjiang is
less than 6 mm.

Sunshine: The place with the most sunshine time is Leng Lake
in Qinghai Province, with its average annual sunshine totaling over
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3,500 hours. But Mount Emei in Sichuan Province receives only
950 hours.

Wind speed: The greatest average annual wind speed is at
Tianchi on Baitou Mountain in Jilin Province. The wind speed there
is 11. 7 meters per second. But Jinghong in Yunnan Province has
winds of only a half meter per second. The greatest wind speed can

reach 70 — 75 meters per second in Taidong, Taiwan Province.

(China Today February 1996)
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