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Unit 1

The Pleasure of Reading

Information Related to the Text

Science Fiction: literary genre in which a background of science or
pscudoscience is an integral part of the story. Although science fic-
tion is a form of fantastic literature, many of the events recounted
are within the realm of future possibility, e. g., robots, space trav-
el, interplanetary war, invasions from outer spacc.

" Science fiction is generally considered to have had its beginnings
in the late 19th century, with the romances of Jules Verne and the
novels of H. G, Wells. In 1926 Hugo Gernsback founded the pulp
magazine Amazing Stories, devoted exclusively to science fictiot,
particularly to serious explorations inte the future, Good writing in
the field was further encouraged when John W. Campbell, Jr.,
founded Astounding Science Fiction in 1937. In that magazine
much attention was paid to literary and dramatic qualities, theme,
and characterization; Campbell “discovered” and popularized many
important science fiction writers, including Isaac Asimov, Frederic
Brown, A. E. Van Vogt, Lewis Padgett, Eric Frank Russell, Clif-
ford Simak, Theodore Sturgeon, Fritz lLeiber, - Murray Leinster,
Robert Heinlein, and Raymond F. Jones.

Scicnee fietion has established itsel{ as a legitimate branch of lit-
.
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erature. C. S. Lewis 's Qut of the Silent Planet {1938) used scr-
ence fiction as a vehicle for theological speculation, and works such
as Aldous Huxley ’s Braw New World (1932), George Orwell ’s
Nineteen Eighty-four (1949}, Ray Bradbury ’ s Fahrenheit 451
{1953), and Kurt Vonnegut, Jr . s Cat " s Cradle (1963) demon-
strate the particular effectiveness of the genre as an instrument of so-
cial eriticism. Science-fiction literature anticipates and comments on
political and social concerns, and a varicty of science-fiction subgen-
res have emerged: feminist science fiction; disaster novels and novels
treating the world emerging from a disaster 's wake; stories posti-
lating alternative worlds; fantastic voyages to “inner space”; and
“cyberpunk” novels set in “cyberspace”, a realm where computer-
ized information possesses three dimensions in a “virtual reality”.

The rich variety of notable science-fiction writing to emerge
since the “classic” work of Asimov, Arthur C. Clarke, and Ray
Bradbury includes Frank Herbett *s Dune {1965) and its sequels,
which conjured up a desert world where issues of ecology, ethics,
and human destiny and evolution were played out; Philip K. Dick ’s
satirical and philesophical vision of post-nuclear war southern Cali-
fornia in novels such as Do Androids Dream of Eleciric Sheep?
(1968) and Valis {1981); the apocalyptic disaster fiction of J. G.
Ballard, including The Crystal World (1966) and Vermilion Sands
(1971 }; Michael Crichton ’ s best-selling science-fiction suspense
novels, particularly The Andromeda Strain (1969) and Jurassic
Park (1990); William Gibson " s evocations of urban “cyberpunk”
desolation in novels such as Count Zero (1986) and Mona Lisa
Overdrive (1988); Doris Lessing 's Canopus in Argos: Archives,
a series of four novels {1979~83) that explores the possibilities of a
feminist utopia; and the writing of Ursula LeGuin, who imagines e-
cological utopias in works such as Always Coming Home (1985) and
2.
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The Word for World is Forest (1986). ,

Sherlock Holmes: fictional character who was created in+1887 by the
English writer Sir Arthur Conan Doyle and who became the proto-
type for the modern mastermind detective. The character generated
the most enduring tradition in detective fiction, :

Although Holmes had been anticipated by the fictional detective
C. Auguste Dupin, the creation of Edgar Allan Pee, Dupin re-
mained an eccentric genius, whereas Holmes made a signal impact

* - ort the popular imagination. Doyle modeled him on the methods and
mannerisms of his former teacher in medical sohool, Dr. Joseph Bell
of Edinburgh. - :

A shm, nervously intense, hawk-nosed man, Sherlook Holmes
uses purely scientiflic reasoning to solve crimes and can make the
most startling deductions from trivial details and bits of physical evi-
dence ovetlooked by others. He also smokes a pipe, wears a deer-
stalker cap, plays the violin, and uses cocaine when bored. He lives
at 2218 Baker Streer in Liondon. His partner and best friend, Dr.
John H. Watson, is the genial but slightly obtuse narrstor of the
Holmesian steries. Holmes ’s most formidable opponent is the erim-
inal mastermind Professor Moriarty.

Key to Exercises

II. Read the following statements carefnlly. Some of them -are true,
some are pot. Write T or F in the space before each statement
witheut tarning back to the text.

1. ¥F 22F 33T 4 F 5F 6T 7.F &8 T

[Il. Fill in each of the following blanks with one word with the help
of the first letter.

1. process 2. oconcentrated 3. hgure 4. ingenious
5. available 6. compares 7. relax ‘8. explanation
. 3 .
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.

9. delighted 10. remarkable 11. avail

. Study the following words. Then use them correctly in the sen-

tences below.

1. 1) remarked 2) remarkable 3) remarks 4) remarkably
2. 1) comparable 2) comparative 3) compared 4) comparison
3. 1) relatively 2) Relations 3) related 4) relative

4. 1) imagination 2) imaginative 3) imagine

5, 1) inclusion  2) including  3) include  4) inclusive

. The suffixes -ment, -ation, -sion, -tion, -ion, -ness are nsed to

form nouns from verbs. Stody the table below and then give the
noun form of each of the following verbs. Make changes in the

spelling where necessary.

1. announcement 2. collection 3. examination
4. deveclopment 5. connection 6. information
7. movement 8. quickness 9. education
10. decision t1. concentration 12. relaxation
Fill in each of the blanks with an apprepriate word.

1. if/once 2. about 3.1t 4. up 5. as
6. from 7. words 8. into 9. for 10. when

. Translation the following sentences into English. .

1. Please find out what time the delegation will come.

He concentrated his energics on studying.

s the library available during summer vacation?

.- My boss hasn "t tumed up this moming. 1 hope she isn "t ill.

He failed not because he isn ’ % clever but because he didn ~ t

woA W

work.

=)

. This is a.question not of money but of a time.
7. The author is of the opinion that early success may be harmful
to a person s all-round development in the long run.

. Choose the best answer to each of the following questions.
. 4 -
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" f.¢c 2.b 3. c 4 b 5 a 6.d 7a 8d 9%bk 10.c
Graminar Exercises

1. is 2. were 3. was 4. were 5. has 6. were

7. is 8. is 9. has 10. were 11l. is 12. have

Chinese Translation of Text A

ERNFE Coe

EAHCHFTEE R, JLEERS ALUHAOFERE, B
FHAREESMEMEEAAERIEN . BERMLEEHEEN
KX E, ERRNPEBESNAR. HR EBRZHAR
FETR A R B IT HH S8 A R KRB Ao

RAEMARBADRX SCURENE, R LR B
WA R TR ARRZ T, B2 S A EER, REEK
HRMERORED, EHPREMTHOMR, Fioits, FHoot
7.

MBI APBIAR, HAA X AR i I
B, B AR 2 T RERRSRBEA—ETFE |
HWEEAY., NS T A 2% 7 - 3 REERT B0TT b R T
B R AR BB BTN T RS A ER,

BEHR—AENEDR, ERALRQTEd. KBEOE,
RIARIRFE R D — B R E RS . B —FBR R R
EIESRHT AT E S BRI TS, 0 CaMBERNH
EEHHEIR Y — B Bt i, FREE T TR R
18t ABIF B0 R IR 9 55 4 ﬁ%ﬁ@ﬁﬁﬁ%%@@ﬂﬂﬁﬁﬁ
;-8

ﬁ$%ﬂ%ﬁﬁﬂjm m@ i%%%wﬁoﬁﬁmﬁﬁi
BRI BB T—#, BATIIEEMR K, AET
T E—ERBTAE, TFIEAG B AT R i

Ro IR BB XABRES R W, EEFPHTR
- 5
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ERAERMBECEPRAFATREE, BERERRKSE, A
RS ML RS, BTSN, T, MMk
MISHEIREREIN AR A D NR, RRFE—H. Tk REBT
FAEE, (AL B AR — AR R B K, A
SORE, HRRSEIEFRHRAA, TARSEREAS, o
PARHIARE, AT AR R, IR BRI A
SRR BN, RABALE &, ARMERKT —4 Mk
FEKENS, WBES —RENRERRAN G HNE, B
WERMBREE, -2 2RBRANR, WRETRET Bl
BEMRE . B, BRER, BATENTEH RS %
RESBET,

Scarcity and Efficiency: the Twin
Themes of Economics )

Information Related to the Text

Eden: also Garden of Eden, in the Bible, first home to humankind. In
it there were the trees of life and of the knowledge of good and evil.
Having eaten the forbidden fruit of the latter tree, Adam dnd Eve
were banished from the garden and God ’ s presence. Eden, often
called Paradise, is symbolic of eschatological fertility and bounty.

Utopia: title of a book by Sir Thomas More, published in Latin in
1516, The work pictures an ideal state where all is ordered for the
best for humanity as a whole and where the evils of soctety, such as
poverty and misery, have been eliminated. The popularity of the
book has given the generic name Utopia o all concepts of ideal

states. The description of a utopia enables an author not only to set
+ 6 .
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down crititisms of evils in the contemporary social scene but also to
outline vast and revolutionary reforms without the necessity of de-
scribing how they will be effected. Thus, the influence of utopian
writings has generally been inspirational rather than practical.

Key to Exercises

I . Answer the following questions.

1. Economics is the study of how societies use scarce resources to
produce valuable goods and distribute them among different
people.

2. It wouldn ’ t come into reality unless infinite quantities of every
good could be produced or human desires were fully satisfied.

3. Economic goods are goods that are scarce or limited in supply.

a} Goods are limited while wants seem limitless.
b) Efficiency is the most effective use of a society *s resources
in satisfving people 's wants and needs.

c) Economics accepted the reality of scarce and tried to make
the most efficient use of resources.
II . Fill in each of the following blanks with one word with the help
of the first letter.
1. resources 2. goods 3. figure 4. effective
3. consequence 6. moreover 7. welfare 8. possibilities
fii . Filt in each of the following blanks with the words given. Change
the forms where necessary.
1. 1) eonomtic 2) economies 3) ecoromical  4) Economists
3) economize 6) economy  7) economically
2. 1) efficient  2) efficiency 3) efficiently
3. 1) distributive 2) distributed 3) distribution 4) distributor
4. 1) consumer, consumes 2) consumes 3) consumption
IV. Translate the following sentences into Chinese.



