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8y JEFFREY RESSNER LOS ANGELES

jockey at the beginning of Smoke
Signals, the first commercial feature
film entirely written, directed and acted
by Native Americans. It's also a good
H time to be Sherman Alexie, the film’s 31-

highly acclaimed works of fiction, and is
now bringing his contemporary tribal
sensibilities to Hollywood.

In movies and on telewision, Indians

Bz—,

They've Gotta Have It

What Spike Lee’s film did for African Americans,
Smoke Signals aims to do for Native Americans

be indigenous,” crows a disk |

UR RESERVATION 1S BEAUTIFUL |
this moming—it's a good day to ;

vear-old screenwriter, who previously |
penned eight books of verse and three :

| characters ruminate about everything
, from Dances with Wolves to a native sta-
| ple known as fry bread. They also shoot

hoops, eat at Denny's and conjure mysti-
cal visions. “Sure we have different spe-
cific cultural customs,” says Alexie, “but
we also read Stephen Kingand watch ER
like everyone else.”

A big (1.88 m) man with a soft lisp
and a gift for gab, Alexie is an enrolled
member of the Spokane tribe, though
he also speaks proudly of his father's
Coeur d'Alene heritage. Chatting in a
plush Beverly Hills, California, hotel
lobby shortly before the movie's release.
| he's clearly stoked at the prospect that it
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Bad Blood in _.
the Badlands

Apted and Altman score

in the 1970s, Thunderheart has both

passion and power, enough to com-
pensate for its sometimes murky plot-
ting and a fair dose of melodramatic ho-
kum. John Fusco’s script, inspired by the
real, bloody clashes between pro-govern-
ment Indians and the radical traditionalist
American Indian Movement, sends a hot-
shot young FBI agent from Washington,
Raymond Levoi (Val Kilmer), to investi-
gate the murder of an Oglala Sioux at the
Bear Creek "“Res” in the Badlands of

A thriller set on an Indian reservation

Bad Blood in the Badlands
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Talk Your Head Off

A new global phone agreement will mean tougher
competition for telecoms, gentler prices for callers

By RAHUL JACOB

consumer —With reporting
. by Jay Branegan/Brussels,
. Danmiel Dombey/Mexico
: City, Helen Gibson/Lon-
.. don, Sebastian Mof-
fett/Tokyo, Adam

¢ Zagorin/Washing-

. toen and other
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* SPECIAL REPORT

Ina breathtaking reversal o
fortunes, Clinton’s popularity soars
while Starr gets stuck in the mud

By NANCYGIBBS =~~~

Do you think the friendship of me would be unalloyd satisfaction?®
Do you think I am trusty and faithful?
—Wait Whitman, Leaves of Grass
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Clinton’s popularity soars while
Starr gets stuck in the mud
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Is Al Too Good at

Passing the

Hat?

The Vice President has a problem: how
to get money without getting muddy

By RICHARD LACAYO

acratic National Committee had a prob- |

lem. Faced with the cost of its massive

early media strategy, it needed a quick
$1 million or so. A senior White House of-
ficial had a solution: get the President to
call some well-padded contributors. At the
White House, Bill Clinton was presented
with a list of 10 names. But the President,
who has an aversion to dialing for dollars,
managed to busy himself with other |
things. The next stop for officials looking |
for 2 willing fund raiser for the mini tele-
thon: the office of Vice President Gore, No

I’l’ WAS THE FALL OF 1995, AND THE DEM-

Despite his stiff-

! ness in public, Core
tis a born pitchman.

Last vear he brought

: the party more than
i $15 million. “If we
| needed someone to
i go to a fund raiser,”
! says a campaign of-
! ficial, "he’d always
! volunteer.” If Gore
i runs in 2000, many

of those donors, their
names resting in the

i personal database t
i DN, will be tapped
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is Al Too Good at Passing the Hat?
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‘Advice for Investors: Play It Safe in 98

The stock market has had the right stuff for years, but nothing lasts forever

act on stock tips from in-laws, send money lo brokers :

thew've never met, check their mutus-fund balances too

often and!ose patience 100 soon. Suck popular gaffes will.
1o doubt, remain popular in 1998, But my guess is that this
year's most common mistake will be the way. in their minds.
Investors clissify the past few years of robust US. stock
gains. Some lost souls will view the spoils as perfectly normal
and expect more of the same. God bless thean, But even those
with 2 sense of history may regard the period as merely ur-
usual when. in fact, the stretch has been unprecedented.

Does that mean it can't go on? That stocks finally must
tumble in 19987 No. Perhaps the market's bounds will keep
stretching like the els.
tic beit on your holiday
tronsers. But it dees
suggest thatthe riskof 2
retraction ismore actte.
1t may make sense to fa-
vor bonds for a whie.
{'d certainly be slow to
invest any tew chunks
of cash~say, a year-end
bouus—all in the stock
market, I'd even consid-
er selling some stocks
and replacing them with
Treasury bands. More
on that later,

First, let's take stock
of the times. The Stan.
dard & Poor's 300, in-
clucing dividends, rose
33.4% last year, 231%
the vear before and
37.6% the vear before
that. This isthe first time

I NVESTORS REGULARLY TRIP /P IN DGZENS OF WAYS, THEY

downs is one of the duzens of ways that investors trip up.
Few can dot.

On the other hand. thete's nothing wrong with a Jittle
skepticism. which might prompt you tolock in sume profits
nov- and sell down to vour sleeping level. Let's face it~nd
paty Jasts forever. Haw much would i hurt if the market
suddenly fell 20% or 30% and stayed down for months or
even years? Don't think it can't happen. I'm taffled that
problems 1n Asia have been so roundly dismissed in the US.
Tigee carrencies are half what they wers relative to the dol-
Lar just 2 few months ago. That means those nalions enky
dramaticallylower production zosts and can selt goods in the
1.5, at far lower prices. On a limited scale that's good news.
It belps keep U.$. inflation in check. But on a large scale,
swhick is what you get if Japan succumbs o the cegion's dst-
ficulties. it leaves U.S. companies at a severe pricing dis-
advantage and saps

their profits,
Bartun  Biggs,
chief global strategist

at Moryan Stanley
Dean Witter, believes
profits for large US
companies will sizk
5% this year, trigger-
ingastock-market de~
cline of 25% or s0. “Investors 1 the West are grossly under-
i g the ionary and disinflationary-deflationary
forces of what is happening in Asia,” hesays. If he's right.at
soma point investors will Aock to Treasury securities not just
for safcty but because the retums will beat evervthing lse in
sight. Biggs predicts that as inflation recedes this year, 30-
year Treasury bond prices will rise, driving the yield downto
3% from about 6% today. In that environment, T-bonds
could produce annus investrent returss approaching 20%.
You've heard the case for bonds before? Fair enough.
Somp on Wall Street~Merrilt Lamch. most notably--paund-
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When Fidel Ramos steps down July 1, the country
will have a rarity for Asia: a pair of ex-Presidents

By SANDRA BURTON

PEOPLE'S CHOICE Cory Aquino, campaigning for her party in Pampanga, is treated like a head
of state even though she lefl office six years ago. She and Ramos plan to press for reform
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Spare the Rod? .., =

A study indicates a halt to spunkiy
the level of violence in the U.S; a1

By MICHAEL D. LEMONICK

BALD GLD DAYS? Mol
pedlatricians, a whac
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Spare the Rod?
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A Note of Recommendation

The appropriate use of idioms, proverbs, slang, famous
quotations and other fixed expressions is notoriously difficult
for non-native speakers, and for this reason language
textbooks traditionally limit their content to vocabulary and
grammar.

Why then does Professor Wang Fuxiang’s book “Modern
English Expressions in Spotlight”, almost uniquely among
English textbooks, concentrate on mastery of these
expressions? There are many reasons for this. First, the use
of these expressions gives the practical advantage of being
able to convey quite complicated ideas in a short phrase, and
thus increases communicative efficiency.

Their use is also one of the distinguishing characteristics
of natural language. The ability to master even a small
number of idioms or phrases can thus add greatly to the
naturalness, sophistication, and liveliness of language
expression.

Most importantly however is that a knowledge of these
expressions is essential for comprehension of both
conversation and written material. This comprehension
occurs on two different levels. On one hand, such knowledge
enables the listener or reader to understand the specific
meaning of particular sentences or utterances. On the other
hand, since each expression contains within it some historical
or cultural reference, and often implies some set of values, a

1




study of these expressions provides a powerful means of
learning to understand the world from the point of view of

another culture.

This book is not only one of the few to concentrate on
teaching these valuable English expressions, it is also very
distinctive in its approach. As important as idioms, proverbs,
or other phrases are to the learning of English, individual
expressions generally occur too frequently in normal speech
or writing to allow students sufficient opportunities to master
them. Professor Wang Fuxiang’s book, by contrast, provides
extensive material where such expressions occur at a much
higher rate than normal. This gives the student the chance to
thoroughly learn individual phrases by seeing them repeated
several times in different contexts. More importantly
however, the sheer number of expressions used in each
passage, forces the reader to abandon normal literal
comprehension strategies, and instead to develop the ability
to understand the language in a more intuitive way typical of
native speakers. In a word, Professor Wang Fuxiang’s book is
uniquely a practical new textbook and distinctively well-
structured work that enables readers of English to master
idiomatic English expressions with comparatively high
efficiency. For this reason, as a native speaker of English, I
highly recommend this book.
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