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Preface

e are constantly impressed by the interest and commitment of Chinese students in
W their approach to learning English. This is reinforced when we observe non-native
speakers trying to speak Chinese. Why should almost one quarter of the world’s population
seem to make speaking Chinese sound so easy while almost all non-Chinese have such
difficulty? The answer of course, is that any native speaker of a language can make it
sound so easy to speak. For practically all of us ‘normal” people, we need all the help we
can get when learning a second language. This book is offered as both a learning tool and

a type of reference work at CET Band 4 level to help you improve and enjoy your
English.

We have enjoyed preparing the book and hope you enjoy the stories as a way of
remembering words and some of the ways they can be used. All words used are up to CET
Band 4 level. Towards the end of the book we have tried to also include some Band 4
words from earlier in the alphabet. The varying stories are fictional products of the
moment, that refer to no person living or dead, unless by chance you happen to recognize

yourself in one or more of them!

The words have been used in ways set out in the Band 4 vocabulary book, although
sometimes you might find a word used in an uncommon context because of the way the
story line was developed to meet the requirements of the usage of words in the Band 4

vocabulary.

Any apparent abuse of ‘perfect” English, or even any wit and wisdom that may be
evident in the stories, remains a joint responsibility of the authors. However, one of us
was unable to contribute to the translation from English to Chinese, for obvious reasons!

Fortunately,  the other author won first prize in the fourth National Youth English

Translation Competition.

Our collaboration was designed to provide you with the benefits of our differing
cross —cultural professional iraining and experience, and some additional insights into
cultures where English is the first language. We wish you well in your study and hope you
find our "Alphabet Soup" enjoyable as a useful tool towards your effective mastery of English.

The authors
Beijing
May 2001
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abandon/a’bendon/vz.

abandon oneself to
with abandon

ability /o biliti/n.

HRIERIEE

Words

1L.B#,.EZ%
2583, I
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LJBUE L , A
2.9\ EH

LEEST , A4
240, AHE

to the best of one’s ability

aboard/a'bo:d/prep.

ad.

abroad/2a’bro:d/ad.

absence/ &bsans/n.

absent/ sbsant/a.
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absolute/“ebsalju:t, ‘ebsoluit/

a.

absorb/3ab sa:b/vi.
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abstract/ ‘&bstraekt/a.

/@b strekt/vt.
in the abstract
abundant/3°bandant/a.
abuse/d’bjuis/n.

/9’bjuiz/vt.

academic/ &k demik/a.

n.

academy/9’kedomi/n.

accelerate/xk seloreit/v.
accent/ zksant/n.

vl.
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aabandon ~ accent

At times I like to abandon my ability to speak and write in an academic way, which my
friends call an abuse of language. When I am about to go aboard a plane to go abroad, I often
still think about this. At these times [ am so absent-minded that I almost miss the call for “all
aboard”. In another country I often avoid abstract language when talking to other academics and
try not to accent every word. Instead, I aim for clear and simple communication to help others
absorb what I am saying. This is not easy since I like to abuse language and always try to use the
full range of language to the best of my ability. However, I think that one can abandon oneself
to new experiences when overseas without treating one’s training with abandon. It has also been
suggested that 1 get rid of my strong accent, and my absence from my couniry might accelerate
this change. In the meantime, I'll think of ways to use Band 4 words, in concrete ways, rather
than in the abstract. Readers can then abstract what suits them best, from the book, towards

developing absolute faith in their ability to master English.
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acceptance/ak septans/n.

access/ =kses/n.

vt.

accidental/ ®ksi‘dentl/a.

Words
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accommodation/akomo’deifan/

n.

accompany,/9’kAmpani/vt.

accomplish/akomplif/vt.

accord/2ko:d/n.

vl.

vt.
of one’s own accord
in accord with

with one accord
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accordance/3’ko:dans/n.

in accordance with

accordingly/a’ko:digli/ad.

account/3’kaunt/n.

vi.

of no account

on account of

on no account
take account of
take...into account

accountant/a’kauntant/n.
accumulate/2’kjuimjuleit/vt.
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accuracy/ akjurasi/n.

accurate/ zkjurit/a.

accuse/2’kjuiz/vt.
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acceptance ~ accuse

Mrs. Black has a savings account with a nearby bank, and recently she started to receive
statements not in accordance with her books. According to one notice, it said that she owed the

12

bank $200,000. “Are they really expecting my acceptance of this? she thought.  So,
accompanied by Mr. Black she marched into the bank the next morning. After hearing her story
the accountant behind the counter explained that “there has been an accidental miscounting.”
“But this is not the first time. The book keeping has never been in accord with reality! ” Mrs.
Black argued, and she insisted on withdrawing all her money. However, she was told that “the
computer is down” and she couldnt even access her money! By this time there were quite a few
people standing in the access to the counter. They heard the conversation and of their own accord
all took a stand in support of Mrs. Black. With one accord, they all accused the bank of not
being accurate with their bookkeeping and insisted that measures be taken accordingly to achieve
accuracy. As the number of customers accumulated, the Board members met and were in
accordance that inaccuracy couldn’t be accepted and sent for the manager from his office
accommodation to account for the mistakes. Dissatisfied with the fact that the manager failed to
accomplish his duty and achieve accuracy in his performance, the Board reached an accord

and fired the manager. They also accorded Mrs. Black “favored Customer” of the month.
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Words

accustomed/akastomd/a. 1.(t0) R T--- 89,

&R T B
258 By TRE Y

achievement/a"tfitvmont/n. L ALER , B 5%

acid/ “zsid/n.

a.
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acquaintance/9’kweintans/

.

acquire/a’kwaid/ve.

acquisition/,ekwizifan/n.

acre/‘eika/n.
action/ =k fan/n.

out of action

activity/=k tiviti/n.
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acute/a’kjuit/a.

ad/=d/n
adapt/o°deept/vt.

vi.
addition/a"difon/n.

in addition

in addition to
additional/9°di[onl/a.
adequate/ zdikwit/a.
adjective/ =d3iktiv/n.

adjust/a’d3Ast/vt.

vi.
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administration/ad,minis trei [on/

n

admission/ad'mifan/n.
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accustomed ~ admission

A young acquaintance of mine is not accustomed to achievement In fact,in the administration
of his duties as trainee lion tamer, he is not usually considered adequate and often has to
acknowledge the acid remarks of his father, the head lion tamer, for his lack of action. His
father often uses the adjective “sleepy” to describe the lack of activity of both him and the lions.
In addition, he has been told to adjust his attitudes and acquire a greater sense of showmanship
if he wishes to gain ‘admission to the main ring in the circus tent. His need is acute, because
acquisition of performing skills would be an addition to his natural ability to communicate with
lions, and enable him to step into the main ring when his father is out of action. In addition to
this, even though he is only 3 years old and gets very tired following the lions around their one
acre park, he is already famous as a lion tamer because he appears in an ad for the circus, and

is even being sought by a manufactruer to promote acid adapted specially for use in animal food.
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Words

IRLE=
2RBL, R, KA
3.aEGHEG, fHEHE

adopt/a°dopt/vt.
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advanced/ad vanst,ad “vansv/a.
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advantage/ad ventids,
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FIRZE
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take advantage of MA, & REE
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i1
adverb/ zdva:b/n. B8]
advertise
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advisable/ad vaizobl/a.

advocate/ =dvokeit/vt. HP L BRE, EHK
/“sedvakit/n. LAY E  RBE
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affect/ofekt/v. y=A10|
affection/afek [an/n. EE R 2R
1%

afterward (s )/ =ftowad(z) ,

‘aiftowad(z)/ad. LUJE,JE , Gk
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SRR
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BUG
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FE&
vt. #Bh, &8, % 8h
aircraft/‘eokreeft , ‘cokra:ft/
n. KL A= B8
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agenda/a°d3enda/n.
agent/ eid3zont/n.

aggressive/9gresiv/a.

aid/eid/n.

airline/’cslain/n.
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adopt. ~ airline
James walked out of the travel agency and looked very angry. He had decided to take a trip
around the world and planned to take Jimmy, his dog, with him. But the travel agent refused to

write a ticket for Jimmy, because pets were not allowed to board the aircraft. Although they called

afterwards to say they were sorry even using the adverb “terribly” James was still very
upset. He had adopted Jimmy before Jimmy was an adult, and the affection between them was
very strong. Since seeking aid from the airline wasnt advisable, James advertised in the newspaper
for a nanny to take care of Jimmy during his absence.

Many people replied to the advertisement, but James was very cautious because he didnt
want to be taken advantage of. An aggressive young man caught James’ attention;he had graduated
from an advanced nursing school, and called himself an advocate of animal rights. “This is a big
advantage,” thought James. He then dropped the agenda he was preparing for the next day’s
meeting and took Jimmy to meet the young man.

Jimmy was an old dog, and his hair was a mix of all colors: a bit gray, a bit brown and a
bit black, and he was almost deaf too, so he always wore his hearing aid. Luckily, it didnt affect
- Jimmy’s activity. You know what happened when the young man who advocated himself as an animal
lover saw Jimmy?

He refused to look after Jimmy and said a surgical operation would be to advantage for both

of them!
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alarm/sla:m/n.

vt.
alcohol/ zlkahol/n.
alert/a’loit/a.

vt.

on the alert

alike/21aik/a.
ad.

alliance/2laions/n.
allowance/alauans/n.

make allowance(s) for

ally/a°lai, “&lai/n.

v.

alongside/971on said/ad.

prep.

Words
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aluminium/ &lju‘minjam/ Maluminum
aluminum/sTjuminom/n. 45
amateur/ ‘emdata: , ‘eematjud/
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a. Lk R F4FH,
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25MTHY
amaze/? meiz/vt. KR R
ambassador/z=m basado/n. K fH , #FY7 , IRITFEH

PRELA R
ambition/zmbi[on/n. L, &L, Fo
2EBRMART
ambulance/ &mbju:lons/n. FiF E
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