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Original Spirit of Western Civilization:

In Pursuit of Ancient, Medieval and Early Modern Europe

By Lin Zhongze, Professor of History, South China

Normal University
PREFACE

I don't think a Chinese person has any advantage in under-
standing the cultural tradition of western countries, especially the
earlier part of the culture, but I believe he can gain an insight into
it by reading a great deal of good and classical works written by
the first-class authors. For this purpose I have spent sixteen years
in reading the materials and works, which time-span ranges from
ancient times to medieval and early modern times, and which sub-
jects are involved from social, economic and political history, etc.
Now this book is a result of my studying European history. Itisa
small book for a big subject, and it put its focus on the spirit and
character of western civilization in early times-i. e. ancient, me-
dieval and early modern times, and it is created mainly for the
Chinese people who eager to acquire knowledge of the early Euro-
pean culture. This book consists of fifteen chapters(nine chapters

belong to Greek and Roman civilization and the other six to Me-
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dieval and Early Modern civilization) and two separate articles

(they belong to the eastern civilization connected closely with
western civilization ) , which are included as follows: 1) Export-Ori-
ented Economy in Greek Society; 2) Solon's Contribution and
Open Politics in Athens;3)The Idea of the Golden Mean and the
Awareness of Participation Among Greeks;4)Athenian Women as
Keepers of Slaves and Servants; 5) Disposition of Romans and
Their Political System ;6)Roman Moral Crisis in Political Transi-
tion; 7) Relationship between Government and Religion in Classical
Greece and Rome; 8 ) Citizen-Militaie System in Classical Greece
and Rome;9)How to Face Death: A Philosophical Contemplation
from Greeks and Romans; 10) The Rise of Christianity and Its
Impact on West European Society; 11) The Origin of Serfdom in
Medieval Europe; 12) The Religious Asceticism in the Middle Ages
of the West Europe and Its Historic Effect;13) The Women, Mar-
riage and Sex in Medieval Canon Law; 14)Radicalism, or Conser-
vatism: on Protestant’s Views of Matrimony; 15) Reformation in
Germany and Humanism in [taly during the sixth-century; 16)
The Government-Religion Relationship in Ancient Orient; 17)The
Origin of Early Russian Nation.

It goes without saying that the book is far from perfection,
and it is sincerely hoped that critical suggestions will be given so
that revision can be made.

I am greatly indebted to Professor Dr. Hartmut Lehmann,
Director of Max-Planck Institut fur Geschichte( Germany) , for his
kindly guidance and generous financial aid during my working in

Germany in 1995-96; 1 owe many debts of gratitude to those who
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have provided me with precious materials, suggestions, facilities
and other helps-especially to Professor Dr. Manfred Jakubowski-
Tiessen, Dr. Jurgen Schlumbohn, Ms. Brigitte Weiss, Professor
Cai Hongsheng (rmy tutor), Professor Lin Wushu, Professor Zeng
Xingshi, Professor Chen Changgi and Mr. Zhang Qinghai. I
won’ t forget the late Professor Zheng Rulin, my first guide to
profession, whose kindly friendship and consideration benefit me
greatly.

L.Z.Z.
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