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FORWARD

This volume contains some of the research completed during 1993
- 1996 with the support of the South China Sustainable Economic De-
velopment Research Group(SCSEDRG). SCSEDRG was established in
1993 with the assistance of a Four — year grant from the International
Development Research Center of Canada (IDRC) to pr;)vide research
and institutional support to related economics research institutes be-
longing ta. the Academies of Social Sciences in ten Provinces( Anhui,
Guangxi, Guizhou, Hubei, Hunan, Jiangsu, Jiangxi, Sichuan, Yun-
nan, and Zhejiang) and two Municipalities (Chongging and Wuhan) in
south China. To date, SCSEDRG is the only research network of its
kind in the social sciences in China.

The idea of creating an economics research network to support and
encourage applied and policy oriented research at the local level in Chi-
na was first discussed with IDRC and the Jiangsu Provincial Academy
of Social Sciences in 1989. After nearly two years of discussions within
IDRC and with various local Academies in south China, an IDRC con-
cept paper was prepared and circulated in October 1991. The paper
formed the basis of a project development meeting in 1992 chaired by
Xu Fuji (then the Acting President of the Jiangsu Provincial Academy
of Social Sciences) that brought together the directors of 22 Economics
Institutes from ten Provincial and two Municipal Academies of Social
Sciences in south China. This eventually led to-a formal project propos-
al to IDRC for a start — up grant and the formation of SCSEDRG.

The reason for creating SCSEDRG was the recongnition that,
with the devolution of authority to localities and with increased marke-
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tization of the economy, local governments and institutions needed
more specialists with the necessary training, experience, and skills to
analyze the process of economic and social change and to offer policy
advice. The decision to focus on Provincial and Municipal Academies of
Social Sciences rather than other local research institutes was because
of their research abilities and potential policy impact. The rationale for
limiting SCSEDRG to ten Provincial and two Municipal Academies in

south China was largely pragmatic logistics and cost made it im-
practical to involve more local academies.

The general objectives of SCSEDRG are to enhance the research
capacity of the participating researchers, to support pdlicy oriented re-
seasch, and to encourage collaboration among the participating institu-
tions. Specifically, SCSEDRG provided researchers with new knowl-
édge, methodologies and research tools through technical workshops,
the supply of computers and purchase of English language library mate-
rials. Technical workshops which were conducted in Chendu and Nan-
jing in 1993 on five broad topics: “basic economic concepts and meth-
ods”, “agricultural and rural development”, “resource economics and
social benefit = cost analysis”, “macro ~ economic management and
trade”, and “market failures, government regulation and social
policy”. In total, some 215 researchers from the participating a-
cademies attended these workshop. In 1994, SCSEDRG sponsored a
more ‘specialized workshop on applied econometrics and the computer
program SHAZAMN for about 25 researchers.

To support independent or joint research by individual researchers
and small research teams, SCSEDRG instituted a competitive small -
grants program in 1993. Researchers from the participating academies
were encouraged to apply for research grants within the framwork of
21 economic, environmental and social research topics. A “Committee
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of Experts” was formed to review the applications, and proposals were
selected for funding on the basis of fair peer review according to quality
of applications. During 1993 — 1994, SCSEDRG received a total of
298 applications, of which 91 were selected for funding. Selection of
papers for publication was also competitive, based on fair peer review.
Completed research reports were reviewed by anonymous referees se-
lected for their expertise from universities and research institutes in
China and by SCSEDRG’s own “Committee of Experts”. Seventy —
three papers were selected for publication in three volumes as Economic
Research on South China, V. 1-3.

One of the great pleasures of seeing some of the research funded
by SCSEDRG published is the opportunity it provides to express pub-
licly our gratitude to those individuals and organizations who have sup-
ported the research network. Most of all, we are grateful to the Inter-
national Development Research Centre for its generous financial sup-
port. Dr W. R. Spence, IDRC’s Regional Director in Asia, guided
the project patiently through the development phase, and gave us the
benefits of his experience and wise counsel through the duration of the
project. We are also grateful to the State Science and Technology
Commission and the Jiangsu Science and Technology Commission and
the leaders in 12 local academies for their support and encouragément.
Liu Guoguang ( Senior Researcher, Chinese Academy of Social
Sciences) served as a Spacial Consultant to SCSEDRG.

The research network was skillfully administered and coordinated

by Jia Zhen (Senior Researcher and Executive Vice — President, Jiang-

' su Provincial Academy of Social Sciences) and Gu Jirui (Senior Re-

searcher, Jiangsu Provincial Academy of Social Sciences). Without

their leadership, tact and persuasion, the SCSEDRG would not have

been effective as a research network. Jia Zhen and Gu Jirui were ably
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assisted by Zhang Shourong ( Associate Researcher), Tan Wengi( Se-
nior Researcher) and Zhdng Ming( Associate Researcher), all members
of the Jiangsu Provincial Academy of Social Sciences.

The following scholars served at different times on the Committee
of Experts: Y. Y. Kueh, Professor of Economics, Lingnan College
(1993 — 96); Sieh Meiling, Professor of Economics, University of
Malaysia (1993) ; Zhou Zhixiang, Professor of Agricultural Economics

"~ and Land Management, People’s University of China (1993 — 95);

Gu Jirui, Senior Researcher, Jiangsu Provincial Academy of Social Sci-
ences(1993 — 96); Shen Liren, Senior Researcher Emeritus, Jiangsu
Provincial Academy of Social Sciences(1995 — 96); Xu Guihua, Pro-
fessor of Economics, Fudan University (1995 — 96); Chen Bingging,
" Senior Researcher, Zhejiang Provincial Academy of Social Sciences
(1993 — 94),- Liao Danqing, Senior Researcher, Hubei Provincial A-
cademy of Social Sciences(1993.— 94), Tan Honggian, Senior Re-
searcher, Sichuan Provincial Academy of Social Sciences(1993 — 94),
Pen Juxian, Senior Researcher, Jiangxi Provincial Academy of Social
Sciences(1994 — 95), Zhan Hongsong, Senior Researcher, Guangxi
Provincial Academy of Social Sciences, Zhang Huaiyu, Senior Re-
searcher, Yunnan Pravincial Academy of Social Sciences(1994 - 95).
They were all unusually generous with their time, and the project
would not have succeeded without their assistant and advice.
Professors Richard R. Barichello, Paul Bradley, Ashok Kotwal,
David B. Nickerson, Angela Redish, and Kenneth J. White, took
time from their busy schedule to participate in the technical workshops
in 1993‘and 1994. Their lectures were much appreciated by the work-
shop partcipants and helped to raise the quality of the subsequent re-
search. The 1994 technical workshop also benefited from the assistance
of Yuan Lasheng, then a Ph.D. candidate at the University of British
4



Columbia.

We are also grateful to the many referees: Chen Dongshen, Pei
Shuping, Jin Pei, Jia Lurang, Yang Shengming, Li Yiyuan, Zhang
Xiaoshan, Ke Bingsheng, Lu Mingzhong, Wang Sibing, She
Zhixiang, Liu Shukai, Fei Shiliang, Qu Futian, Liu Zhibiao, Zhang
Erzhen, Zhong Funing, Gu Shengzu, Ling Shuangshuang. Finally,
we wish to thank H. C. Kuan (Professor of Political Sciences, The
Chinese University of Hong Kong) for organizing the Conference on E-
conomic Development in South China where some of the papers in -
these volumes were pr&sehted and conference participants for their
helpful comments on individual research papers. To all of them, we

owe a deep debt of gratitude.

Samuel P.S. Ho
Vancouver, Canada
January, 1997
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