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ABSTRACT

The purpose.of my study is to make a study and analysis
of the development of common higher education, adult educa-
tion and national minority higher education and their problems
and besides, to attempt an analysis of the developmental
trends of Chinese higher education in the 21st century.

I. Developmental process of common higher education and
the problems that appeared with it.

The history of Chinese common higher education is the
main component of the history of Chinese higher education. It
may be divided into three stages; from the founding of the
New China to the beginning of the Cultural Revolution, the
period of the Cultural Revolution, and the period of im-
plementing the opening and reform policies.

First, let us have a look at the higher education during
the period beginning with the founding of New China to the
beginning of the Cultural Revolution(1949— 1966). By then
the Chinese people had defeated Japanese imperialism, won the

civil war and were constructing a socialist country. The educa-
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tion at that time emphasized the training of cadres that would
support and safeguard the newly founded socialism.

The education target during the Cultural Revolution was
to train laborers who should have socialist idea. For this reas-
on, to abolish the bourgeois system and instead, to set up
proletarian education policy was the main target and educa-
tional poliay in this period.

The Cultural Revolution incurred irredeemable losses on
the country and the society in many ways, especially in
institutes of higher education.

After the death of Mao Zedong and the downfall of the
Gang— of — Four ( Wang Hongwen, Zhang Chungiao, Jiang
Qing and Yao Wenyuan) in 1976, Deng Xiaoping came into
power in 1977. He initiated the ” four modernizations” , to
implement policies that focused on economic development.
Education policy also gradually came out of its rigid situation.
{1t up— graded its quality and scientific— cultural level,
strengthened the policy of contributing to the socialist
construction.

II. Developmental process of adult higher education and
the problems that appeared with it.

The institutes of adult higher education include short—
term universities using part— time staff— and— workers,
Broadcasting and TV universities, correspondence universities,
colleges for  professional training, and self— study
examinations, etc. Like the history of the common higher
education, the history of the Chinese adult higher education

also may be divided into the same three stages.
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1) First of all, let us have a look at the development
process of the Chinese adult education during the period
beginning with the founding of New China to the start of
Cultural Revolution(1949—1965). This process may be divided
into three sub—stages. -

(1) 1949—1957 Initial construction period.

(2) 1958—1960 Making an all—out effort.

(3) 1961—1965 Regulation, consolidation and steady
development of adult education.

2) The Chinese adult education in the Cultural Revolution.

The Cultural Revolution was the second development stage
of the Chinese adult education. During the stage it suffered
great damages and losses. Teaching and administrative staffs
were forced to go to the countryside to do farm work, and
teaching equipment was all damaged.

3) The Chinese adult education since the reform and
opening—up to the outside world(1978—present).

An increasing number of talents has been in great need
since the reform and opening— up. This enlarged the
proportion of the adult education and made the adult education
become a regular educational branch. The wrong policies
implemented during the ten years of Cultural Revolution were
abandoned, the teaching and administrative staffs who were
persecuted during the Cultural Revolution were rehabilitated,
and this in turn brought about a great advance in adult
education. The characteristics of Chinese adult education
during this period may be summarized as follows; a rapid

development appeared, many achievements gained, teaching
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methods and forms diversified, the purpose of setting up adult
education schools for the improvement of economic
construction, and many specialized disciplines being set up.

III. Developmental process of national minority higher
education and the problems that appeared with it.

1) The Chinese national minority higher education during
the period beginning with the founding of New China to the
start of Cultural Revolution(1949—1966).

First of all, let us have a look at the history of Chinese
national minority higher education.

The period from 1949 to 1957 may be called the initial
stage of socialist education for national minorities, the party
and the government led national minority people to embark on
socialist road and to complete socialist transformation.

2) The Chinese national minority higher education during
the Cultural Revolution (1966—1978).

Like other forms of education, national minority higher
education was also destroyed during the Cultural Revolution.
All institutes of higher education headed by national minority
colleges were cmpelled to stop enrolling new students for four
yvears. Eight out of ten colleges for national minorities were
ordered to stop working. Many good measures conducive to
the development of national minority education were cancelled
and many teaching and administrative staffs were persecuted.

Overall, the quality of ethnic education worsened during
the Cultural Revolution.

3) The Chinese national minority education since

the reform and opening— up to the outside world( 1978—
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present). _

Being practical and realistic was regarded as the sta-
te policy for the reform and opening—up during this period.
The party and government began the ” four—modernizations”
drive and cleared the previous confusion in political ideology
and in ethnic education. During this period the Chinese ethnic
education has enjoyed the fastest development and the quality
of education has seen a great improvement.

IV. The trends of educational reform in the 21st century.

The coming of the 21st century intelligence economy is
the necessity of social development. It will further bring about
the unity of education, science—technology, and economy.

All the countries of the world put attention to higher
education and carry out educational reform accordingly.

The objects of Chinese higher educational reform are as
follows. )

1) Number of examples of malpractice in the common
higher education structure were cited. The existing patterns of
science education do not accord with the demands of China’s
modernization construction.

2) The adult education also is divorced from reality, and
it could not provide the society with qualified talents for
economic development. For the present, the society put too
much attention to the record of formal schooling and neglected
to cultivate a mature outer environment to train the students’
working ability.

3) Thevbackward situation of higher professional technological

education is also demonstrated. The backwardness of higher
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professional technological education cannot provide the Chinese
economic development with qualified talents.

4) A serious shortage of funds in higher education.
Another characteristic of the 21st century education is the
coming of internationalization. The internationalization of
educational institutes is also suitable for academic degree
system. Today many countries have demonstrated such new
trends of development.

V. The educational reform trends of advanced countries.

Firstly, the characteristic feature of Japan’s education is
that it has stopped the educational pattern of imitation. In
order to realize creative development, it attaches importance to
the education> of individuality and the training of talents with
creativity ability. Therefore it set up a whole— life study
system, caught up with information society, and made
contributions to international society.

Secondly, Britain has abandoned the educational system in
which government education departments were in control of
educational policies. Instead, it set up an educational policy in
which teachers and students play the dominant role. China
should learn from Britain, set up local autonomous educational
administrative systems, actively carry out the policy that
would respect the locality, independence, and particularity of
education and even seperate and weaken the function of
colleges institutions.

Thirdly, in order to record outstanding students, the USA
has set up a system to reward good projectsw and qualified

individuals. It has adopted a flexible length of schooling, i.
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e. , students with good academic record may get their period
of schooling shortened. This constitutes a sharp contrast to the
existing Chinese education system, which does not pay
attention to students’ ability.

France has also changed its education system. It has
annulled its former nunitary system of education and has
adopted a system that would divert the power of central
authorities to local authorities, so that local education might
conform to the local reality. China also should let local
societies partake in and control educational administration
through decentralization.

V1. Conclusion

Through the study of the commom higher education, adult
higher education and national minority higher education, we
have made an analysis of the development trends of the
Chinese higher education.

After making an analysis of the problems with the present
—day Chinese higher education, we find that in the common
higher education ” the educational level is very low” aid ”
the content of education is divorced from reality” . And we
find that the national minority education ” has almost broken
away from its original purpose and put too much attention to
economic benefits”

In order to solve these problems originated from the
system of education, we should put stress on the following
plans.

1. Be sure the purpose of education can be realized.

2. Improve the quality of higher education.



