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1. In 2000, the rural economy still kept a tendency of

development even though large parts of rural area suffered grievous
natural calamity, output of grain decreased substantially, and
prices of agricultural products were at low level. In this year, the
strategic adjustment of agriculture and rural economy advanced with
big strides and this had shown some positive results, the reform of
rural tax and charge made a breakthrough, and the reform of grain
circulating  system was gradually deepened. Nevertheless,
institutional obstacles that restrict rural economy still exist,
agricultural policies are imperfect, and especially, the gliding trend
of farmers’ income growth has not been stopped.

2. This summary outlines the major changes of China’s rural
economy in 2000, and summarized the conclusions reached by the
analysis in the chapters.

3. In 2000, the output of grain was 463 million tons,
decreased by 9 percent from the previous year. The output of cotton
was 4.35 million tons, increased by 13.6 percent; the output of oil
seeds reached 29.5 million tons, increased by 13.4 percent; and
the output of sugar crops was 74.5 million tons, a reduction of
10.6 percent from 1999.

4. In 2000, the output of meat was 62.7 million tons, 5.4

-~
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percent higher than the previous year; the output of aquatic
products reached 42.9 million tons, increased by 4.1 percent.

S. Main causes leading to the reduction of grain by a big
margin in 2000 were as follows. (1) Structural adjustment resulted
in a reduction of area sown to the grain. (2) Large parts of rural
area suffered serious natural calamity, especially drought. (3) The
low price impacted farmers’ incentive to grow grain crops.

6. In 2000, the adjustment of agricultural structure advanced
with bigger strides. The area sown to grain decreased by 90 million
mu, the area sown to oil seeds increased by 21 million mu, the area
sown to vegetables reached 220 million mu, increased by 10.1
percent from the previous year, and the area sown to sugar crops
decreased by more than 2 million mu. In this year, agricultural
products of high quality for special purposes developed fast. The
area sown to wheat of high quality for a special purpose was enlarged
by near 30 million mu. The area sown to rice of high quality
increased by near 37 million mu, that sown to corn for a special
purpose was enlarged by 17 million mu, that sown to oil seeds of
high quality was enlarged by 19 million mu.

7. 1n 2000, value added of the township and village enterprises
reached 2730 billion yuan, 9.7 percent higher than last year. The
sum of profits earned by TVEs was 645 billion yuan, up 9 percent,
the sum of tax turned over to the state was 195 billion yuan, up 8.6
percent, and the value of exports was 878.3 billion yuan, up 13.4
percent.

8. In 2000, rural laborers working outside of their residence
(including those had not returned) accounted for 20.9 percent of the
total rural laborers, 4.9 percent higher than the previous year.
Workers employed by the township and village enterprises amounted

t0 129 million, 1.9 million more than that in1999.
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9. In 2000, the sum of imports and exports of agricultural
products was 26.82 billion US dollar, increased by 23.4 percent.
Of which, rthe value of exports was 15.62 billion US dollar, up
15.4 percent; the value of imports was 11.2 billion US dollar, up
36.5 percent.

10. The decrease of agricultural inputs. Except the plastic film
used for sheds, the total sales of other agricultural means of
production decreased from last year. In 2000, 38 million tons of
chemical fertilizer (converted into weight containing 100 percent
cffective component) was used, about 2 million tons or 5.1 percent
less than that in 1999.

11. Till the end of October in 2000, the remaining sum of
deposits in rural credit cooperatives (RCC) was 1424.4 billion
yuan, an increase of 88.8 billion yuan from the beginning of the
year. The remaining sum of loans was 1033.8 billion yuan, 115.3
billion yuan more than that at the beginning of the year. Of which,
the sum of agricultural loans was 62.5 billion yuan, 16.8 billion
yuan more than last year. The increment of agricultural loans
accounted for 93 percent of increment of whole agricultural loans
supplied by all financial institutions.

12. In 2000. the net income per capita of rural households
averaged at 2253 yuan, indicating a increase of 43 yuan or a growth
rate of 2.1 percent in real term. The growth rate of rural
households™ income has been declining for 4 years. Of the net
income per capita of rural households, income in cash was 1640
yuan, up 4 percent; income in kind was 613 yuan, down 9
percent. Of the net income per capita of rural households, income
derived from agriculture was 1091 yuan, decreased by 48 yuan or
down 4.3 point, representing a continuous negative growth for 3

years; income from wages was 701 yuan, increased by 72 yuan or
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up 11.2 percent.

13. Under the circumstances of substantially reduction of grain
and the low prices of agricultural products, the growth of farmers’
income in 2000 was attributed to the following factors. (1) More
rural laborers worked outside of their residence, so farmers’ income
derived from wages increased. (2) The situation of animal
husbandry production turned better than ever. (3) Income from the
secondary and tertiary industry run by rural households increased.

14. In 2000, the income difference between the urban
household and rural household continued to be enlarged, {from
2.65:1in 1999 t02.79:1.

15. In 2000, the ratio of net income per capita of rural
households among eastern, middle and western region (taking the
net income per capita of rural households in western region as 1) was
narrowed from 1.95:1.33:1 in 1999 10 1.92:1.30:1.

16. In 2000, the living consumption expenditures per capita of
rural households were 1670 yuan, 5 percent higher in real term.
Out of the total, the expenditure of food was 820 yuan, a reduction
of 7 yuan or 1 percent from 1999.The expenditure of clothing was
96 yuan, increased by 4.2 percent. Thevexpenditure of residence
was 258 yuan, increased by 8.5 percent. The expenditure of
communication was 93 yuan, increased by 24 yuan from the
previous year, up 35.5 percent. The expenditures of culture,
education and recreation were 187 yuan, up 10.9 percent. Of the
expenditures of culture, education and recreation, the tuition fee
and extras were 140 yuan, increased by 21 yuan, 17.9 percent
higher than that in 1999.

17. In 2000, rural sector produced about 50.7 percent of
national GDP (in current price, the same below ), somewhat

reduced from that in last year. Of which, agriculture accounted for
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