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The Sentence and Its Parts
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Sentence

|

- ERGE IS -

Main clause

Subordinate clause

Adjective clause:
who, which, where, ...

Adverb clause:
because, although, if, ...

|

Noun clause: that,
what, why, how, ...

— Main clauses and subordincte clauses
(ZE-DFaINE)

A main clause has a subject and a verb and can stand independently as a sentence-

A subordinate clause has a subject and a verb, but it is dependent on the main clause for its

A complex sentence has a main clause and one or more subordinate clauses. The subordinate

Main clause

Subject +Verb (+...)

The admissions office telephoned.

T

Subject

<

l_’_J

Verb

meaning. A subordinate clause cannot stand independently:

Main clause
Subject + Verb

Subordinate clause
Subject + Verb

The admissions office telephoned after you left.

|

Main clause

LIJ

Subordinate clause

clause (s) can function as an adjective, an adverb, or a noun.



<

Muin clause

Subject + Verb

Subordinate clause
Subject + Verb

Subordinate clause

An udjective clause begins with a pronoun such as “who”. “which”, “where”, *when”,
“whose”, "whom”. “that” and immediately follows the noun or pronoun it describes:
<
. Adjective clause
Main clause |
who/whose/whom
which/that
where/in
which ...
Earthworms are insects which are active at night.
AN adverb cluuse begins with a subordinate conjunction such as * before”, * because”,

“although”. "if”, "while” etc.

<

Main clause

Adverb clause

before, because

although, if
while, after

Columbus discovered America while he was looking for India.

If the adverb clause begins the sentence, it is separated from the main clause by a comma:

While he was looking for India, Columbus discovered America.

A noun clause begins with the word “that” or a question word such as “what”, “why”,

“where”. "how”.

<

Main clause

| was notsurprised

L__'_J

Main clause

Noun clause
that. ..
what . ..
why ...
how...
where . ..

by = what she wrote.

Noun clause

¥R rHER-
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EXERCISE 1 }
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>

Find the subordinate clauses in these sentences.

A bee performs a special dance, when it has found food, to inform the others about it.
Most people will be happy if the law to reduce taxes is passed.

The house where Shakespeare lived has been visited by millions of people.

Many people came to California in the 1860s believing that they would find gold.

All the offices are closed because it is the Fourth of July.

Mother’s Day, which is celebrated in May, has been observed since 1914.

Benjamin Franklin, who was a famous statesman, was also a scientist and an author.

L N O U s W N =

Although we call them shooting stars, meteorites are bits of matter from other planets en-

tering the earth’s atmosphere.

=_.Adjective clauses (RREBHIEND)

-

Main clause Adjective
clause
which
that

who
whom
where
when

» “Whom" is not generally used in spoken English;“who” is used instead.
“Whom” is used in formal written English.
He is the man who I told you about. (spoken)

He is the man about whom I told you. ( formal written)
N. B. Notice the position of the preposition “about. ”

An adjective clause usually begins with a word such as “which”, “that”, “who”. “whom”,
“where” , “whose” or “when” :
A cure for the common cold , which is caused by a virus, has not been found.
A person whose blood pressure is high may have heart disease.

Alexander, who was a great general , was an ambitious man.

Sometimes the introductory word such as “which” “whom” “that” is omitted:
That is the book which you gave me for my birthday.
(Omitted) That is the book you gave me for my birthday.



