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FOREWORD TO THE
CHINESE EDITION

It is a great pleasure to me that this book is now availa-
ble to a wide readership in the People’s Republic of Chi-
na. The great inventiveness of the Chinese people has be-
en amply documented throughout history, and now China
is making a major effost in science and technology as
part of its “Four Modernisations” Programme. At The
Walter and Eliza Hall Institute, we have had the good
fortune to receive many visits from Chinese medical sci-
entists, and we have become very impressed with their
capacity to contribute to the march of modern medicine.
We foresee a very great future for medical science in
China,‘:patticularly as many gifted younger workers are
now entering the field and receiving advanced training. It
will be important to strengthen still further the collabor-
ative links between Chinese institutions of medical resear
¢h and their overseas counterparts, because science knows
no national boundaries and progresses best when the nati-
ons of the world work together in close harmony.

This book is not intended for the expert in biotechno-

logy or genetic engineering. It is at far too simple a level for
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that. Rather, I hope to interest a wide audience in China,
including those responsible for the planning of China’s
progressively greater effort in science and technology. The
DNA revolution is one of the most important things that
has happened in the history of medical science, and a
detailed appreciation of it will surely.' h'elp decision-ma-
kers to reach more informed conclusions and to forge mo-
re far-sighted plans. ’ o

Not only as an individual, but also as Director of The
Walter and Eliza Hall Institute, I salute my colleagues
in medical science in the People’s Republic of China,and

express the hope that relations bétween my Institute and

the People’s Republic of China will continue to be close

and cordial, to the benefit of all humanity.
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