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Pegasus

In Greek mythology,
Pegasus was a beautiful
horse with wings. He
became a constel-
lation of stars in the
sky.
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Horses in History

Citizens of the Roman Empire loved horse racing. It
was a popular activity. It took place in an arena and was
very dramatic. The Romans liked to watch their tavourite
chariot reams at the racetrack.

Horses were also important to Native Americans. On
the Great Plains, there were tribes who were clever
horsemen. They depended on horses to carry them into
battle and to hunt for buffalo.

Wherever people and horses have worked together,
they have become friends and partners. In this book, you
will read stories about some of the most unusual partner-
ships between people and horses. And you will find out
about some amazing horse heroes. Horses have lived and
worked with men, women, and children for thousands of
years.
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s is a statwe of Alexander the

Great on his horse, Bucephalus
Fhey are viding into battle
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A Roman racing chariot was

' [t was pulled by

called a “biga’
two horses
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About 6,000 years ago, people
first started to work with wild horses.
When the first riders tamed them and
rode them, people realized that horses
were very intelligent animals. They also admired them for
their strength and speed.

In ancient Greece, a beautiful, well-trained horse was
a symbol of power and importance for kings and generals.
The conqueror Alexander the Great was so proud of his
brave horse Bucephalus that he named a city after him.

The Greeks and Romans made statues of their horses.
These often show a soldier or an emperor on the horse.
The soldier usually looks very fierce, and the horse looks
big and fierce, too.

Horses were beautiful and useful, at the same time.
Farmers and soldiers used them. They became an impor-
tant part of the ancient world.
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Chariots

Roman chariot races
were dangerous and
exciting. The chariots
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B

LD NV B A

LA N AR S
fi . {HUSPC LR )

O [ Al HEARE Wb i

Champion racers
The Romans often
used champion horses
for breeding young
racing horses.
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Séddlebag art

This saddlebag be-
longed to the Native
American Dakota
(Sioux) tribe. The
picture shows that
horses were an
important part of
Sioux culture.
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Along journey

Pony Express riders
took the mail from
Missouri to California
in the USA. This was
a distance of 3,200
kilometres.

BHCRINREE

LI Mg T4 4 S -
A L i s A LM IS e
Flfihe . P 3.200 2
"

Pony Express

In 1860, communication technology did not exist

as we know it today. There were no computers, 50

there was no electronic mail. There were no

telephones, so you couldn’t speak to people across

the continent, and there were no fax machines. Let-

ters could travel by boat across water, of course, and

across land by wagon and horse. But it always took a long
time for mail to travel long distances.

If you lived on the west coast of the United States,
news about the east coast travelled very slowly. In fact, it
often took more than a month to arrive. But things were
about to change.
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[t was a warm evening in April
[860. In the town of St Joseph,
Missouri, a crowd of people stood in
the town square. They were waiting to see a
pony and its rider at the beginning of a long
journey. This was not an ordinary pony and
the first ever

not an \'T.JII‘UII"\ ,"l\]l'l I IH\ Wids

Pony Express team, ready to begin a new mail
service from Missouri to California. The team had
to travel more than 3,000 kilometres, through all
kinds of difficult and dangerous country.

It was nearly dark. The pony and her rider were
about to leave. The excited crowd began to clap and cheer.
They were very excited. Perhaps they knew that they were
watching a piece of history: a new way for people to com-
municate quickly.

As night fell, the pony set off with the mail bag,
leaving the cheering crowd behind. This was a historic
moment for the little brown mustang and her rider, Johnny
Fry. From now on, the mail would take just eight days to
get to the other side of the USA.

Eight days secms a long time if we compare this with
the speed of communication roday. But it was very quick
in comparison with four weeks by wagon! The mustang
really was making history!
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A tough horse
Pony E
used
because this was the
right breed for the job.
It didn't get tired too
quickly, and didn't
mind bad weather.
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Express riders
Pony Express riders
had to be under 18
years old and weigh
less than 57 kilograms,
so the horses were not
slowed down.
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Changing horses

[t took a rider two
minutes to change his
tired horse for a fresh
one.
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Carrying mail bags
Mail bags were some-
times attached to the

rider's saddle.
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Although the mustang was tough, it
couldn’t possibly go non-stop all the way.
Only a mythological horse like Pegasus
could do that! Many horses were needed to
complete the journey. The riders also had
to change when they became tired. A rider
usually needed six, seven, or sometimes
eight horses to cover his section of the route.

Each horse and rider galloped at top speed to the next
station. The rider jumped off the exhausted animal and
shouted “Pony rider coming!” The place where a rider
changed his horse was called a relay station. The Pony
Express service had 157 of them. So, although riders and
horses changed many times during the journey, the mail
continued on its way for eight days without stopping.
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The life of express teams was full of danger.
They had to ride through the homelands of Na-
tive Americans, who often attacked them.
The Indians felt the settlers were taking their
land. They often attacked lonely relay stations,
and killed people there.

One of the bravest riders was “Pony Bob”
Haslam. The story about him and his horse is
hard to believe. It started when they arrived
at a relay station in Nevada. Indians had
attacked the station and killed the keeper.
All the horses had gone. The station was
deserted. It was like a ghost station. Haslam
knew that the Indians would attack again. He
had to do something.

So Haslam and his horse rode all
night to the next station which was 64
kilometres away. The keeper did not [i:®
know what had happened at the other |||
station. When Haslam told him, he
realized that he was in terrible danger.
Haslam told the keeper there to leave
with them, because of the danger of
Indian attack. He was right. The next
night, that station was attacked. He and his
tireless horse saved the keeper's life.
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Quiver contains
about 20 arrows
O RLURE 20 KH.

Strap for
slinging bow
and quiver
across back
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.

A deadly weapon
This bow, with

quiver and arrows,

» comes from the

Dakorta (Sioux)
tribe. Several riders
were wounded by
arrows when they
were riding through
the homelands of
Native Americans.
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Lincoln

In 1860 President
Abraham Lincoln of
the USA made his first
speech. It was carried
by the Pony Express.
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Stagecoach

When the Pony Ex-
press closed, Wells,
Fargo & Company ran
stagecoaches along the
route. They took
about 23 days to reach
Calitornia.
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The Pony Express teams had to ride in all kinds of
weather — scorching heat, freezing cold, strong wind, and
even snow storms. They also had to ride across mountains
and over empty plains. If the rider fell off, his horse some-
times went on without him to the next station. Both
riders and ponies knew the country very well. They un-
derstood its dangers, but they knew that the mail was very
important. People on both sides of the United States
trusted the Pony Express teams.

The final stop was Sacramento, California. Crowds of
people would wait to meet the last horse and rider on the
route. It was exciting when they arrived, carrying mail and
newspapers from the east. It was like a holiday, with flags
and music and cheering. Perhaps the ponies understood
that they were heroes!

The Pony Express stopped working in 1861, even
though it was very popular. When the telegraph system
was completed, there was no need for the express postal
service. But the brave horses and riders will never be
forgotten. Whatever happened on those long, dangerous
journeys, they kept their promise that “the mail must get
through”.
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Tschiffely
Aimé Tschiffely was a
Swiss teacher living in
Argentina.
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Journey plan
Tschiffely wanted to
ride all the way from

South to North
America.
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A Tale of Two Horses

In 1925, a Swiss teacher called Aimé Tschiffely was
living in Argentina. For years he had wanted to do some-
thing extraordinary. He wanted to ride all the way from
Buenos Aires in Argentina to Washington in the United
States. Of course, this was a long, long way. The route
went through jungles and over mountains. It even crossed
the Andes. Much of it was unknown territory. Perhaps
that is what attracted Tschiffely!

When Tschiffely told people about his idea, they
thought he was completely mad. This wasn't surprising
since nobody had ever done the journey on horseback.
And it was a journey of 16,000 kilometres.

It was important to find good animals for this great
adventure. Tschiffely knew that it would be difficult and
dangerous. He chose two tough Criollo horses. They were
called Gato and Mancha, aged 15 and 16. They had be-
longed to an Argentinian Indian chief. These horses had
lived on the plains and knew how to survive in the wild.
So, in April 1925, they began their historic journey and
set off for Bolivia.

From Bolivia, they travelled across South America and
into Mexico. They met high altitudes in the centre of
Mexico, and hot and humid weather on the coast.
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When he had reached Washington, and
thought about the journey, Tschiffely remem- §
bered specific events that happened on the
way.

They travelled along the shore of Lake Titicaca and
went into Peru. Then as they were crossing a wide plain
they ran into serious trouble. In front of them lay a
shallow area of warer. Tschiftely thought it would be easy
to get across it, but Gato would not move. He simply
refused to cross that piece of water.

“"Come on, Gato. It’s easy. Jump, boy! Jump!” said
Tschiffely, getting angrier and angrier with his horse. But
at that moment, a man ran towards them.

“Stop! Don't cross! Quicksand!” he shouted.

Then Tschiffely understood that Gato had sensed
danger and was trying to warn his master. If he had jumped,
he would have landed in quicksand. In no time at all they
would have disappeared for ever. Tschiffely was amazed.
Gato had saved their lives.
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Criollo

These horses are very
tough. They can carry
heavy weights over
long distances.
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A sixth sense
People believe that
horses have a sixth
sense which warns
them of danger.
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