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Unit One

Text - .
A BRUSH WITH THE LAW - >

I have only once been in trouble with the law. The whole process of be-
ing arrested and taken to court was a rather unpleasant experience at the
time, but it makes a good story now. What makes it rathei isturbing was

the arbitrary circumstances both of my arrest and my subsequent fate in
court. Jbeo due to i

w3 -
It happened in February abo%velv%tg a@c{‘ ‘ﬁ?& left school a

couple of months before that and was ngt due to go to'university unbil the
following October. I was still living at home }tﬁx time.

One morning I was i{le’ll{ig)rl;?nd, a 4 of London near where I

lived. I was looking for a%@so tha% I could save up some mon+« 10
ey to go travelling. As it was'a fift¢ day angd I was in no hurry, I was taking
my timie, looking in shop windows, s CM’E gin the park, and sometime V%it '
stopping and looking around me b must have been this ob imi% %
aimlessness that led to my Qc_)wnfaﬂ,‘“ﬁ"’fﬁ”\?‘ Sak.%;gad:td\fz] k)

It was about half past eleven when it happ€ned. I was just walking out 15

of the local library, having unsuccessfully ng]oxmeg&}}%% » when I
10110

saw a man walking across the road with the obvious intenti “talking to
me. I thought he was going to ask me the time. Instead, he said he was a po-
lice officer and he was arresting me. At first I thought it was some kind of

joke. But then another policeman appeared, this time in uniform, and I was 20

left in no doubt. RN
\_—W{?’ I asked. : '-‘M} ‘
‘W %{1 ;h’gwith intent to commit an arrestable offence, ’ he said.
whibohin, PR Y 3
“Theif,  he said. 25

of what?’ I asked.
‘Milk bottles, "he said, and with a perfectly straight face too!
‘Oh, ' I said. ’ '

It turned out there had been a lot odflfi_%y_thgﬂs in the area,
R 2. 2R)

|
_ Shal , unmpertort
W



30 particularly that of stealing milk bottles from doorsteps.

Then [ made my’ g miistake. At the time | was nineteen, had long

untidy hair, and regardedictyself as part of the sixties’ ‘ youth
)&Ebh Yerculture’. As a r«i‘ﬁqﬁ‘ I wanted to appear cool and unggncerned with
the incident, so I said, ‘ How long have you been followirf?g me? ' in the
35 mo's\f%% and conversational tone I could manage. I thus appeared to
theml‘ "be‘quite familiar with this sort of situation, and it confirmed them

in their belief that I was a thoroughly disreputable character.

A few minutes later a police car arrived. '

‘Get in the back, "they said. ‘Put your hands on the back of the front

4) seat and don’t move them.’ ‘

They got in on either side of me. It wasn’t funny any more.

At the police station they questioned me for several hours. I continued
to try to look worldly and au fait with the situation. When they asked me
what 1 had been doing I told them I’d been looking for a job. “Aha, ' 1

45 could see them thinking, ‘unemployed’.

Eventually, I was officially charged and told to report to Richmond
Magistrates” Court the following Monday. Then they let me go.

I wanted to conduct my own defence in court, but as soon as my father
found out what had happened. he hired a very good solicitor. We went

50 along that Monday armed with all kinds of witnesses, including my English
teacher from school as a character witness. But he was never called on to
give evidence. My “trial’ didn’t get that far. The magistrate dismissed the
case after fifteen minutes. 1 was free. The poor police had never stood a
chance. The solicitor even succeeded in getting costs awarded against the

55 police.

And so I do not have a criminal record. But what was most shocking
at the time was the things my release from the charge so clearly depended
on. I had the ‘right”acgent, respectable middle—class parents in court, relia-
ble witnesses,\ag%/c?éﬁ;bviously afford a very good solicitor. Given the -

60 obscure nature of the charge. I feel sure that if I had come from a dilferent
background. and had really been unemployed. there is every chance that [
wonld have been found guilty. While asking for costs to be aw rded, my

solicitor " s case quite obviously revolved around the fact that | Kada * bril
4 808 ol leAt o i g

1an a

w‘“ ile, just outside the cour ryom, one of the policemen who had
' éle was gloo i}.?[ C mplaini:;g my mother that another young-
steY Rdd been turn‘gﬂ‘ggams The police. " You could have been a bit more

helpful when we arrested you. ’ he said to me reproachfully.

o, ol
4



Vi'2 u’ﬂﬂf):(lf
What did he mean? ‘1‘3 ZK{J that I should have looked 0 %é
and said something like, Zi AO you k’l’lQVW who you're talklrg1 70
I am a highly successful student with a &: % demlc record. How dare
; wou

you arrest me! ° Then they, presuma ave apologized, perhaps
even taken off their caps, and let me on my way.
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brush. n.
process / 'prauses/ .

court /kait/ n.
\arbitrary / 'a:bitrari / a.

circumstance / 'sakoamstans / n.

subsequent /'SAbS;kWSIll/ d.
due /dju:/ a.

temporary / 'temparari/ a.
stroll / straul / i,

New Words 5&7 3‘9 ‘& i

brief fight or encounter B’l\

course; method, esp.one used 1n manufacture
LB
I5bE: iR
based on one’s own opinion only, not on rea-
son fL &1y, EWry
(usu.pl.) conditions, facts, etc. connected with
an event or person 1§ {t, ¥k

following. later £ £4) t}ﬂ-\l @A

expected; supposed (to)
lasting only for a limited time
walk at leisure {3, [H A

obvious / ‘abvjas / a.ﬂﬂ‘f;ﬁ).ﬂ%m easily seen or understood; clear

downfall n. v%,l *}é@
local / ‘'loukal/ a.

employment /im'ploimant / &.
commit . ﬁﬁ/ u’:; ﬂ
arrestable /a'restobl/ «.

offence / a'fens / nﬂﬁﬂhﬁzéﬂ'
straight face ‘L@-ﬁm

petty /'peti/ a.
doorstep n. -
regard /ri'gaxd/ vi.

ruin Gy &

of or in a certain place, esp.the place one lives
in

one’s regular work or occupation; job

do (sth. wrong, bad. or unlawful)

deserving 1o be arrested

crime; the hurting of feelings: something
unpleasant

a face or expression that shows no emotion,
humor. or thought

small; unimportant

a step in front of a door

consider

counterculture / ‘kauntakaltfo/ n. a culture, esp. of the young who oppose the

unconcerned a.

traditional standards and customs of their

society B ik Sk

not worried; untroubled; indifferent

casual / 'kazjual / a‘@\ﬁd 'IM“ careless; informal % % é)
2
conversational / konva'seifanl / «. of or commonly used in talking /}}W\J’J ¢

confirm /kan'faxm/ vi.
belief / bi'li:f / n.
disreputable / dis'repjutabl /' a.

make certain; support 4342 294
something believed; trust

having or showing a bad character; having a

bad name 75 £, R 1Y



Vworldly a.
au fait / .su'fei/ a.
officially / o'fifsli/ ad.
charge ».
magistrate / ‘madgis' 2t/ n.

veonduct / kan'dakt/ wt.
defence / di'fens/ n.

solicitor / sa'lisita /' n.

arm {(with) vz
witness / 'witnis /. \i\ﬂ% “\3‘!

l/m'a] /'traidl /' w.
dismiss / dis'mis / vf.

—

case H.
cost n.

award /a'woid/ vt

record / 'reko:d/ n.

Vaceent—~eksont /. i SH. ok
respectable / ris'pektobl /' a.

JTeliable /ri'laiabl /' a. 3%{?”0
given a.

\-obscure /ab'skjua/ «.
guilty /‘gilti/ a.

experienced jni the ways of society & Tty
(F) falﬁfha}lﬁg\ k’ﬁ) JW)
(ad

in an official manner; in a formal manner 4474 ? é ’_‘J
bring a charge against; accuse

civil officer acting as a judge in the lowest
courts L HH:E

direct the course of; 1nanagef‘{’4~ % &

the act of defending in court the person who
has been charged i d*

(esp.in Britain) lawyer who advises clients on
legal matiers and speaks on their behalf in
lower courts (#4¢) ffNh

supply with what is needed to defend or attack
sth. or sb.

a person who gives ev}%}e‘?{%n a court of law;

sth.serving as evi(?gn g or proof

-the act or fact of examining and deciding a civ-

il or criminal case by a law court 7§

(of a judge) stop (a court case) B, #f - A
TR
—_—

a matter for a law court to decide; lawsuit; the
facts, arguments, etc. used on one side in a
law court Pfix. F6I; ki

(pl.) the cost of having a matter settled in a law
court, esp. that paid to the winning party by
the losing party Uf i3 %

give by a decision in a court of law; give or
grant by an official decision #4532 T

a written statement of facts. events, etc.; facts
known about a person’s past behaviour it
5 i

way of speaking typical of the natives or resi-
dents of a region. or of any other group

deserving respect o7 #2%) zﬁﬁ;ﬂ. -’})ﬁ#)
’ s Thl

that may be relied or depended upons

if taken into account; if allowed or provided
with

not clearly seen or understood ’?MM : Zﬁ,’ﬁ%}

having broken a law; showing or feeling that

T e A



one has done wrong

revolve /ri'volv/ wv. (\% w‘i (cause to) go round in a circle

brilliant / ‘briljont /' a.

courtroom #.
vgloomily /'glumili/ ad.
complain / kom'plein/ vi.

\“"reproachfully / ri'prout{fuli/ ad.

causing great admiration or satisfaction;

splendid %%’w J,ﬁff 44)
a room where a law court is held 1& A
depressedly, dejectedly -yAdn¥4) i
speak in an unhappy, annoyed, dissatisfied

way 4%
F

- presumably / pri‘’zjuzmabli / ad.

oujrage / ‘autreid3z/ vt

apologize /o'poledzaiz/ 1.

probably ;&’17[ k*& faja

arouse anger or resentment by injury or insult

Sl Hh

say one is sorry

Phrases & Expressions

a couple of
save up ‘\%

take one’s time
turn out

call on

stand a chance

revolve around

turn against

Richmond / 'rit{mond /
Richmond Magistrates’ Court

(informal) a small number of; a few, usually
two

keep for future use; put money away in the

form of savings
do sth. in a leisurely manner; not hurry

prove to be

ask (sb.) to do sth.

have an opportunity; be likely to do or get sth.
have as a center or main subject

(cause to) oppose, be hostile to

Proper Names

B4 (EEHA)
B35 e

Notes

1. This text is taken from Penguin Advanced Writing Skills compiled by James

O’ Driscoll.

2. and was not due to go to university until the following October:

In Britain the university terms are: October — December; January — March;

April — June.
6



3. stealing milk bottles from doorsteps:
In Britain, milk is delivered to houses in bottles every morning.

4. the sixties’ ‘youth counterculture’:
The word ‘counterculture’ was coined in the 1960’ s for the attitude and life style
of many young Western people who rejected conventional social values and de-
manded more personal freedom. Unable to find a more constructive way of strug-
gling against the existing state of affairs in their society, they indulged themselves
in sex, drugs. alchohol and rock music, and took great pride in wearing long hair
and unusual clothes. The counterculture declined in the late 1970’s.

5. a character witness:
a person who gives evidence in a court of law about another person’s reputation,
conduct and moral qualities

6. getting costs awarded against the police:
getting the magistrate to make the decision that the legal expenses of the case
should be paid by the police

7. While asking for costs to be awarded, my solicitor’ s case quite obviousiy revolved
around...
While my solicitor’ s case asked for costs to be awarded, it quite obviously re-
volved around...

8. Presumably that I should have looked outraged ...
Presumably he meant that I should have looked outraged ...

Study & Practice

Reading Aloud
1. Read the following paragraph, paying special attention to intonation:

And so I do not have a criminal ™\ record. But what was most shocking at
the 7 time was the / things my release from the charge so clearly depended ™
on. 1 had the ‘right’ 2 accent, respectable middle—class parents in 7 court, relia-
ble .7 witnesses, and I could obviously afford a very good ™ solicitor. Given the
obscure nature of the _* charge, 1 feel ™ sure that if I had come from a different
7 background, and had really been # unemployed, there is every ~y chance that
I would have been found ~, guilty. While asking for costs to be ./ awarded, my
soliciter’ s case quite obviously revolved around the # fact that 1 had a ‘brilliant
academic ~, record’.

Understanding the Text
II. Choose the best answer for each of the following:
1. Judging from the first paragraph of the text, what is the writer’s attitude to

9




his story?
y .adafﬂ\ﬁgry.
"b. Sad.
| © \mused.
\ d/ More than just one of these.
2. &t the time the story took place the author was
a. at school
b. at college
~ C,/waiting to attend college late that year
d. working in the local library ‘
3. He went job-hunting in order that he might earn enough money
a. to support himself
b. to go to university
¢. to hire a very good solicitor
\d//o take a journey
4. The first man who came up to him was
a. a uniformed policeman
7 a policeman in plainclothes
¢. not a policeman
d. a good joker

5. The court never asked the author’s English teacher to give evidence because

g the time for the trial was limited to fifteen minutes only
b. the author wanted to cohduct his own defence in court
¢. the case was dismissed before the trial reached that stage
d. he was found to be unqualified as a character witness
6. The author believes that he would most probably have been declared guilty
if . o
a. the magistrate had been less lenient

b. he had really been out of work

c. he had been born in a lower-class family
. . Yothband c

7. In the opinion of one of the policemen who had arrested the author, the whole
thing might not have occurred if ‘

\g./fxe had protested strongly at the time instead of trying to look cool and
unconcerned with the incident
b. he had begged to be allowed to go home
c. he hadn’t wandered aimlessly
d. they had apologized to him and let him go



