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Above : The pholographer’s camera and shadow.
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Right: Blue dreamscape.
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JIUZHAIGOU VALLEY——A FAIRYLAND
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Jiuzhaigou Valley—A fairyland.
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Pp4 ~ 5:Shuzheng Lakes in autumn.
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Pp6 ~ 7: Wintertime fairy tale.
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Pp8 ~ 9: Norilang Waterfall.

Bz=2ZE, “RAE&—", EAPMLTIE.

20 H22 70 S48, XA EZTEMMPIE
TTFEAENNE, AT —-BHBEREHOK
ARITANEI, 1978 F, #WIIAHL R EHRES
KEAENERFERREFX; 1982 %, 4
EREHMHEINELKEX: 199 F, £4EN
TENRZBEX TS, LPHEARXE
Ho 192, HEREEHPTHAAMA (HF
BPEAFE); 1997 £, VM AHRE “A54
Y RPN, EiEeS AR Fr—ER
REXWHESHRFEFNER,

Anyone who has been to Jiuzhaigou is sure to be
overwhelmed with its extraordinary charm.

Dr. Thorsell and Dr. Lucas, Chairmen of IUCN in-
spected Jiuzhaigou in 1992 and wrote such comments in
their remarks “One of the world’ s great wonders is found
here” and “Seeing it and enjoying it has been one of the
great priviliges of my life.”In 1997, Mr. Edward, plan-
ning expert of the World Tourism Organization, who has
been to all the first-class scenic spots discovered in the
world, said, “Jiuzhaigou can be rated as the most beauti-
ful spot in the world.” People say that if there really ex-
ists a fairyland, that would be Jiuzhaigou.

Legend has it that a long, long time ago, brave and
agile God Dage polished a mirror with wind and cloud and
presented it to his love Goddess Semo. Meddled by a
monster, the goddess broke the mirror which fell down to
the earth and became 118 crystal-clear lakes. They look
like a string of pearls inlaid in the high mountains and
ridges. That’s how the fairyland Jiuzhaigou came into be-
ing.

Jiuzhaigou is located in Jiuzhaigou County of Aba
Autonomous Prefecture of Tibetan and Qiang Nationali-
ties, 460 km from Chengdu, capital of Sichuan Province.
Its landform falls into the category of calcium carbonate
barrier lake. The 60-km-long main scenic area is made up
of three gullies of Shuzheng, Rize and Zechawa in the
shape of ‘Y’ . Within the vast land of 720 square kilome-
ters, there are 6 spectacular scenic spots: the Changhai
(Long Lake ), Jianyan ( Sword Cliff ), Norilang,
Shuzheng, Zaru and Heihai (Black Lake). There are 9
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Pine trunk lying at the bottom of the lake for hundreds of years.

Tibetan villages in the valley, hence the name Jiuzhaigou
(Nine-Village Valley) . The scenic area is 1980 to 3100m
above sea level whereas the tip of the valley is 4700m
above sea level. The lowest temperature in January is
2.5°C and the highest in July is 17°C, suitable for tour-
ists all the year round. This is a sacred land with a lot of
mysterious and charming sights and scenes, and a pure
and natural fairyland with no pollution. Jiuzhaigou fea-
tures the blue lakes, terraced waterfalls, snow-covered
peaks, colorful forests and Tibetan folk customs.

“One wouldn’t like to see other mountains when he
has been to Mt. Huangshan and neither would he like to

see other waters when he has been to Jiuzhaigou.” Water
is the spirit of Jiuzhaigou. Lakes, springs, waterfalls,
streams , rivers and shoals give you a colorful and magnifi-
cent view. The falls are scattered high and low. Some roar
loudly and some murmur gently. The blue and crystal
clear lakes in the valley are quiet and beautiful . Reflected
in the water are red leaves, green trees, snow-capped
peaks and blue sky. Water flows between trees and trees
grow in water. Trees are often found blooming with their
lower parts in the water. Jiuzhaigou is reputed as the
“ grandest waterscape in China.”

The mountains at Jiuzhaigou look miraculous and
verdant with a riot of color. The remains of the Quaternary
Period can still be found here now. The snow-covered
ridges and ice-clad peaks as well as crisscross gullies like
a magnificent epic written by nature have recorded the
changes of the earth’s crust and evolution of life. This is
the transitional region between the northern and southern
vegetation. Various species of broad leaf trees and coni-
fers grow together. In the dense forests dwell the giant
panda, golden monkey, white-lip deer, takin and other
animals. It is “a natural botanical and zoological garden.”

The brave and industrious Tibetan people live and
work in the land, creating their own world of life. With
deep love for this plot of land, they prostrate themselves
in worship to it and explain the beautiful scenery with
their own imagination, leaving behind many moving myths
and legends. The fluttering sutra-printed flags, the tower-
ing Lamaist Pagodas, the mysterious Mazhi Temple Fair,
the ancient watermills and the slow-moving yaks, all the
spectacular mountains and waters as well as the blue sky
and white clouds. With the sky and people merging into
one harmonious picture, you might feel as if you were a
fairy immortal as well.

Unknown to the outside world in luxuriant forests for
millions of years, this fairyland was accidentally discov-
ered by some lumbermen in the 1970’s. It became a na-
ture reserve under the state protection in 1978 and was
listed as one of the first key scenic spots of China in
1982. In 1990 it was selected as one of the top 40 scenic
attractions in China. It was inseribed on the World Heri-
tage List by UNESCO in 1992. In 1997, it was approved
of becoming one of the world’s “Man and Biosphere Re-
serves” . So far, Jiuzhaigou is the only natural scenic site
that has got the two honours .
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the representative scenic spot of Jiuzhai-
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Ppl2 ~ 13: Shuzheng Lakes,

ing scene of liuzhaigou Valley.
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Opposite : Autumn hues around the Ti Waterfall.
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