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Abstract

In his critical investigation of all the aspects of human
spirit, Kant's discussion about the problems of religion,that
is, his philosophy of religion, constitutes an indispensable
part of his peculiar system of humanistic philosophy. In
Kant's opinion,religious faith is either different from empiri-
cal knowledge,or irreducible to morality. That is to say,in
Kant's whole system,the study of the problems of religion
could not be replaced by his theories of knowledge and of
morality.

This dissertation aims at showing that,in so far as what
Kant's endeavoured to do,or what he already achieved, his
philosophy of religion is to turn the problems of theology in-
to those of humanistic philosophy ,or to account the theology
as a special form of humanistic philosophy,that is,to trans-
form theology into humanistic philosophy. This is a great
revolution in the history of religious thought. The transfor-
mation of theology into humanistic philosophy means to de-
construct and overcome theology within humanistic philoso-

phy,and it is not satisfied with the antagonism and separa-
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tion between humanistic philosophy and theology,let alone
to tolerate the explanation of human affairs by means of God
— will as an external principle. From then on, the main-
stream of western thought passed into an age which may be
named ”post —theology”. Thus it was an age in which hu-
manistic ontology came to substitute theological ontology
step by step and became the foundation of world outlook of
the mainstream of the western thought. God was dismissed
as the superior principle of thought,but the problems once
discussed in terms of the superior principle of God were not
given up;they were examined under the superior principle of
man.

The generalization of Kant’s philosophy of religion as
the transformation of theology into humanistic philosophy,
intends not only to explain the inherent connection between
Kant's theory of religion and his whole system of philoso-
phy,and,what is more,also to give prominence to the revo-
lutionary turn of Kant’s philosophy of religion in the devel-
opment of western thoughts (that is,the difference from the
theology of Christianity and the Enlightenment on the prob-
lems of religions )and its far-reaching influence (that is the
connection. with the post-Kantian philosophies on the
thought of religion). So,this thesis inquires Kant’s theory of
religion not only by putting it in the context of his whole

philosophical system but also in the background of the west-
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ern thought(its connection with Christianity and Enlighten-
ment). It intends not only to elaborate that Kant's philoso-
phy of religion is an important element characterized of his
humanistic thought,and also to point out that Kant's philos-
ophy of religion is an important part which makes Kant's
philosophy quite different from pre-Kantian philosophies

and influences post-Kantian philosophies greatly.
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