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To honour Huo's meritorious
military service, Han Emperor
Wudi had this huge tomb built
for him near Maoling Mausoleum.
Huo's tomb, which was built
of stone, resembles the Qilian
Mountain where he fought the
‘Hun invaders, Around this tomb
area stand many kinds of stone
sculptures; sixteen pieces have
been found so far,

The artistic treasures at Huo's
tomb are the oldest and best
preserved large stone sculptures
in this country , These works are
vigorous and firm in execution,
and new in subject matter, The
style is simple, the shapes are
unadorned, the cﬁrvingis realis-
tic, and the means of expres-
sion are skillful, Most of the
works are both life-like and vi-
vid—shaped, although only a few
lines are carved into the stone,
and fully show the wisdom
and talents of these unknown
artists,

As Lu Xun said; "It has been
only the stone sculptures by the
people of the Han dynasty that
have a deep and grand momen-
tum", These stone carvings,
simple and unadorned but radiat-
ihg splendour, have written a
glorous shapter in the history
of China's sculptural art,
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Forty kilometres west of Xi'

" an is located Maoling, the mau

soleum of Emperor Wudi (Liu
Che) of the Western Han dyn-
asty, At its side stands the
tomb of Huo Qubing, commander
in chief, which was one of the
first key historical monuments
placed under special national
protection, Maoling, famous all
over the world for its large
stone sculptures, attracts many
tourists and scholars every day,

who come in crowds to see these
rare artistic works,

Huo Qubing was an outstan-
ding young strategist during the
Western Han dynasty, He led
his army in repulsing the Huns'
aggression six times, performing
immortal deeds for the unity of
the country and the cosolidation
of state power, He opened the
Hexi Corridor and promoted eco-
nomic and cultural exchange
and friendly contacts between
China and Asian countries toits
west, He was only 24 years old
when he died of disease in 116
B. C. (the sixth year of the
reign of Yuanshou)
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