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Preface

Lingbi Stone, which takes its name from the producing area,
Lingbi County, Anhui Province, is a rare stone with many years of
development. Lingbi Stone ranks first among the four major rare
stones in China; Taihu Stone, Kunshan Stone and Yingde Stone.
Lingbi Stone is endowed with virtues of a long history, magnificent
colour, chamming patterns, jagged skins, mottled veins, mild cavi-
ties, euphonious sound and peculiar shapes. For this reason, Lingbi
Stone has become famous the world over and has acquired an ever —
lasting name: “The Best Stone under Heaven' .

Lingbi Stone enjoys superlative craftsmanship and natural beau-
ty. It displays the shapes of mountain chains and peaks, and the
force of flying birds and running animals. It is sleek and smooth with
no feeling of dullness and heaviness. As the saying goes, the gold
can be priced while the stone is priceless. It is easy to get gold but
difficult to find Lingbi Stone. Colour flowers are beautiful but apt to
bring troubles. By contrast, the rare stones, though silent, are best
loved. The stone can make people faithful, kind and wise, polite
and thoughtful, frugal and careful. The stone is the origin of life and
the mother of mankind. To those who have false — hearted love, the
stone 1s merciless; but to those who have true love, the stone is kind
and offers accordingly all its beauty. The stone is indeed a man of
virtue who has more love than he shows. Lingbi Stone is a master-
piece of nature, or rather a natural work of art, a silent poem, an
immortal painting; in short, it is a miniature of nature in which the
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great is communicated by the little and the whole by the small.

Lingbi Stone has a beauty too unique to be reproduced. The
rich colours and the natural sounds it demonstrates are beyond imag-
ination. A rare stone has no parallel under the sky, and a strange
stone is a treasure glittering alone. It is safe to say that the stone is
the oldest “living dictionary” on the earth, for it has a history much
longer than human beings. A man with a rare stone is suddenly
prompted to think of the past, which explains why the ancients
would comment emotionally, “The stone makes one feel the past.”
Among all the playthings, the orchid, the Zisha pot and the rare
stone possess the highest intelligence and the greatest wisdom. The
orchid is difficult to look after as it often suffers diseases and pests,
and requires a regular change of pots and soil. Being fragile, the
Zisha pot is difficult to handle and store. The rare stone, however,
has none of the above worries. The rare sione leads to intelligence
and wisdom. Stone playing does health good and helps make more
friends. Not only the benevolent but the wise love the stone. Stone
playing is an art of finding, a process of discovering beauty and a
kind of artistic activity with a century — old cultural heritage. “Mir-
rored in blue streams are mountain peaks, one after another; collect-
ed in rare stones are mist and water colour. Anyone who realizes the
interest and pleasure there, will be relieved of a ten — thousand — li
joumney anywhere.” Without stones, a mountain would lose fame; a
temple would lose sacredness, a road would not be fim; a stream
would not be clear; a garden would not be beautiful, and a room
would have no taste.

Thanks to its special geographic surroundings and geological
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structure, Lingbi Stone holds a variety of features: slim, transpar-
ent, leaky, crumpled and unusual. Since early times, men of let-
ters, refined scholars, high officials and nobles of the past dynas-
ties, all cherished Lingbi Stone and prided themselves on having
some. To cite some examples here, Li Yu (571 — 649), the last
head of the Southen Tang, studied the mountains through Lingbi
Stone. Hui Zhong, Emperor of the Song Dynasty seized by force the
Lingbi stones to build his Gen Yue, a hill in the northeast of the
capital city, Kai Feng. Zhu Yuan Zhang, the first emperor of the
Ming Dynasty, wore ornamental articles made of Lingbi stones to
ward off the evils. Qian Long, the enlightened emperor of the Qing
Dynasty, praised Lingbi Stone by inscribing “The Best Stone under
Heaven” . Lingbi Stone is described as the No. 1 playing stone in the
first entry of Volume I, “Yun Lin Stone Manual”, which is consid-
ered by the stone players as the first stone guidebook in history . Peo-
ple now play stones no less than the ancients who showed much love
for this plaything. After the founding of New China, Lingbi Stone
culture was given a new life just like the weathered trees in spring.
Since then Lingbi Stone art and handicraft have seen a great devel-
opment. Museums of Lingbi Stone collections have sprung up across
China like mushrooms. Lingbi stone lovers, players and collectors
are emerging one after another. The markets of Lingbi rare stones
surrounding the producing area become more and more active. Ling-
bi Stone has won a reputation both at home and abroad. It has
walked out of Asia and become fashionable in Europe and America.

This book entitled “China’s Lingbi Rare Stone” is the first one
on Lingbi Stones. It has offered in words and illustrations an exten-
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sive and detailed description of Lingbi Stone’ s formation, history,
main features, cultural interest and significance as well as its appre-
ciation, inscription, production and collection. This book may serve
as a handbook for Lingbi Stone playing or as a guidebook for lovers
of other rare stones. The author desires that “China’s Lingbi Rare
Stone” satisfy Lingbi Stone lovers’ thirst and need, and in the
meanwhile make some contributions to the continuity and develop-

ment of Lingbi Stone culture.

August 21, 2000
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