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Agnes Smedley
(1892 — 1950)
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Anna Louise Strong
(1885 — 1970)
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Edgar Snow
(1905 — 1972)
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FOREWORD

We raise our hands in salute to our three American friends.

They were born on the other side of the Pacific, but are
buried here in China. '

They came from differeit social strata, but, by different routes,
reached the same goal. They were attracted by the cause of
China’s revolution and socialist future, and to it devoted theif
abundant talents and life-time efforts. )

As skilled journalists and excellent writers, they produced
immortal works portraying heroic achievements by the sons and
daughters of the Chinese’ nation. '

As outstanding social activists, they feared neither danger
nor fatigue nor distance in their efforts for human justice and
world peace.

As bridge-builders between the Chinese people and peoples
of the rest of the world, they defied obstacles and setbacks in
promoting mutual understanding and friendship.

As a summary of their lifelong quests and struggles, they saw
the truth and the future in the forward movement of the Chinese
people, and in them found inspiration and happiness.

Such were:

Agnes Smedley,
Anna Louise Strong,
Edgar Snow.

These glorious names will remain indelibly in the memories
of the Chinese people.

Smedley, Strong and Snow can fitly represent the American
people and all other foreign friends concerned with the great
cause of the Chinese people. Their lives and works form part of
our spiritual wealth. .

In order to commemorate all three, to explore and develop
the rich and generous legacy they left to us, and to carry forward
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their spirit, the Smedley-Strong-Snow Society of China (more
briefly, the SSS Socicty of China) was founded in Beijing on Sep-
tember 20, 1984. .

This book can serve as a brief introduction to the lives of
Smedley, Strong and Snow, and to the aims and tasks of the So-
ciety. Also, it is a small gift we present to the three American
friends. ' :

These threce Americans, lifelong pioneers in the cause of
bridge-building and communication, will live forcver in tie hearts
of the Chinesc people. The cause to which they devoted their lives
will continue to grow and benefit all manki:~-l.

Editors
January, 1985
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