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On the Southern Epics

(Abstract)

Studying the primitive epics , heroic epics and migra-
tory epics of more than 30 nationalities of South China
including Yi, Miao, Zhuang and Dai, this book focuses
mainly on these epics’ disseminative morphologies, their
origins, texts, types, images, artistic characteristics, cul-
tural foundation, and their comparison with other
nationalities’ epics, their influences on later literature,
and their interdisciplinary value, etc.. In the author’s
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point of view, the disseminative morphologies of the
southern epics are marked by their on — the —spot per-
formance and different functions in sacrificial rites, pro-
duction and war links, life rites, and entertainment re-
spectively. The early primitive epics originated from the
mythologies about totem and primitive ancestors, from
the sacrificial articles dedicated to totem and primitive
ancestors, which show the disires of the primitive ances-
tors to conquer and identify, and their thinking pattern
of “mysterious mutual inductance”. The sacrificial arti-
cles develop gradually into epics as the forms gradually
surpass the motives. The heroic epics appeared in the
early paternal slavery society and the early feudal lord
society. The primitive epics demonstrate the genesis of
the heaven and the earth, the origin of human beings,
and the early creations, etc., while the heroic epics re-
flect the conquer —and —rob wars during the transition
periods in which “the strong becomes the master and the
weak becomes the slave”, and the later wars for the uni-
fication of nationalities. These epics contain in them-
selves diverse morphologies such as the mysterious preg-
nancy, flood , incarnation, sun shooting, trial, and depart
—reunion, in which many images like the totem. primi-
tive ancestors, and heros struggling agaist the nature or
fighting in the tribal wars are portrayed, demonstrating

many expressive artistic characteristics such as symbol-
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On the Southern Epics (abstractions)

ism, metaphor, and also juxtaposition of reality and illu-
sion. The cultural foundation of these epics is the moun-
tainous area’s agricultural culture, group culture, god—
and — shaman culture and oral-passing culture of the
southern nationalities, which are clearly refleeted in
comparing with epics of other nationalites. The primitive
imagies and the narrative morphologies of these south-
ern epics keep showing themselves in later literature,

with permanent charm and containing interdisciplinary

value.
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