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ABSTRACT

Yi[=Lolo]people’s Worship of ancestors is a religious phe-
nomenon which came into being against the historical and cultur-
al background of the Yi society. A product of the traditional Yi
society, this religious belief has its own special content, form,
functions and effects. It is also a spiritual force maintaining the
continuation of a Yi family clan and branch and the existence of
Yi as an ethnic group. A study of this belief will inform us about
the society, history,culture,and psychological disposition of the
Yi people,and will thus contribute significantly to the develop-
ment of a new ethnic culture. This dissertation systematically
examines Yi people’s ancestral religious belief. The present work
is based on Yi documents written in pre — modern times, and
fieldwork investigations on sacrificial rites. The following is a
synopsis of the dissertation.

The “Forward "specifies the significance, methodology, and
object of study of the present work.

Consisting of five sections,Part I “Concepts and Feeling”ex-
plores the ancestral belief on the conceptual level. It introduces
the five concepts of “the souls of an ancestor”,“the Ancestral A-
bode”, “attributes of ancestral spirits”,“powers of ancestral spir-
its”, and “the ambivalent feeling towards ancestral spirits”,
These concepts involve both the mind and emotion.

The first section discusses“the souls of an ancestor”. Old Yi
writings tell of the three souls of an ancestor,and their separate
after — death“homes”, the exact locations of which vary slightly

among Yi people-of different areas. Furthermore,old Yi writings
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and sacrificial rites evidence the notion of “three spirits”of an an-
cestor ;the wandering spirit,the family spirit,and the clan spirit.
The concept of “ancestors souls” is introduced to subsume the
notions of “three souls”and “three spirits”. It is the basis of oth-
er notions in the Yi ancestral belief.

The second section demonstrates that Yi people have the
concept of “the Ancestral Abode”. This is based on descriptions
of this highest abode in The Scripture Of Pointing the Way (& &
¥ % ))and religious ceremonies for sending off an ancestral soul
in various Yi areas. The Ancestral Abode refers to the legendary
place of origin and the bifurcation of the lineage, where also
dwell the souls of Dumu [in pinyin](# ) —the earliest ancestor
—and of ancestors of subsequent generations and various clans.
This concept is important for maintaining the identity of the Yi
community throughout history. '

The third section points out that ancestral spirits have the
dual attributes of blessing and protecting as well aw curing and
harming their descendants. Various factors and conditions cause
one attribute to dominate over the other.

The fourth section commments on ancestrsl spirits
powers'subsistence and propagation, affairs of the clan,and the
different phases of a descendant's life. There are,however,limi-
tations to these powers,one of which is the confinement of effica-
cy to blood relatives.

The final section of part I then explains the ambivalent feel-
ings towards ancestors that Yi people have under the influence of
the above —mentioned notions. It is a mentality of simultaneous-
ly respecting and fearing, loving and hating, and trying to get
close to and distance oneself from the ancestral soulfs.

Part I “Behavior in Religious Ceremonies” explores the an-



cestral belief on the behavioral level. It is divided into four sec-
tions; “time, space, and behavior ”, “sacrificial offering and
prayers”, “witchcraft and taboos”,and “the Bimo[in pinyin] (3§
% )”, This part involves the temporal and spatial environment,
the forms,and the actors of behaviors related to the belief under
study.

Upon examining the relationship between space, time, and
behavior in religious rites, the first section suggests that the Yi
ancestral belief has the attribute of “temporal and spatial signifi-
cance” and the attribute of “temporal and spatial prescription”.
The former is reflected both by rites in which ancestral souls and
living descendants gather in one place and at one time, and by
rites performed to separate the two groups temporally and spa-
tially. The latter is embodied both in the picking of the date and
venue of a ceremony and in the requirements concerning the
physical appearance of the venue.

Various behaviors governed by the ancestral belief are exam-
ined under four headings: sacrificial offerings, prayers,
witcheraft,and taboos. The second section surveys the most dis-
tinctive kinds of ceremony,namely those using sacrifices of ani-
mals , medicines,and paper artifacts. The forms and content of
prayers are also analyzed.

The third section comprehensively details and analyzes the
witchcraft behaviors of fixing a slul on a physical object,sending
a soul off,calling upon a soul,curing an illness,casting off a de-
mon, procreating ,and fortune —telling, We also explain the vari-
ous taboos concerning the people involved in religious rites: the
family requesting the service ,relatives and other people present,
the principal priest,and assistant priests. The living “ancestor”
whose soul already resides in the ancestral abode,being a person
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commanding worship,is also govened by taboos concerning sex,
food consumption,and behavior.

The fourth section describes the special attributes of the ma-
jor actor in a ceremony i.e. the principal Bimo in charge,which
distinguish him from common Bimo's instruments used by Bimo's
and their functions in services; adn customs on rites dedicated to
the instruments,the cleanliness of and the exacxt ways to use the
instruments. Lastly, wie identify the different kinds of rewards
for Bimo’s and the ways to get them.

The dissertation ends with some brief “ Concluding
Remarks”.
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