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e — Preface to the Chinese Edition

As remarked in the English version of this Handbook, developments in medical informatics are
progressing at great speed. Since the publication in 1997 of the first edition of this Handbook, the
field of medical and health informatics has further expanded. Computers are not only widely used
by health professionals, but also patients and their relatives increasingly want to use the same
data and knowledge for their own disease as are used by the professionals. Computer-stored
patient data are also used for second opinions and electronically transferred from one healthcare
center to the other. These developments will continue to happen in this age of Internet and
affordable personal computers, in which borders between countries no longer count. The transla-
tion of this book is an example of true international collaboration using the Internet.

My good friend and colleague Professor Bao Hanfei of Shanghai University of Traditional Chi-
nese Medicine (TCM), whom | know already for many years, took the initiative to translate the
Handbook of Medical Informatics into the Chinese language. Together with his colleagues in the
People’s Republic of China, Professor Zheng Xuekan, etc. he worked for many months to accom-
plish this task. During these months we had frequent contacts via the Internet to settie unclear
expressions and also to correct some minor errors. For further background information on the
composition of this Handbook we refer to the Preface and introductory pages of the translated
Handbook.

The editors and the authors are very much indebted to Hanfei and his colleagues and we
congratulate them wholeheartedly having accomplished this tremendous task. This first Chinese
Handbook of Medical Informatics is solid proof of the existing collaboration between researchers

from the Western and Eastern hemispheres.

The editors,

Jan H. van Bemmel, prafessor of medical informatics, Erasmus University Rotterdam

Mark A. Musen, professor of medical informatics, Stanford University CA, USA
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van Bemmel FFEFM. A, Musen IR T H/H (EFEEF) MEH,

XAHENEFEERBNAR. F%X. TR BF. FRERT -NEMNTETENTNE
—EREFEEFE (EXELEE) NHBEREFREZERFFUN—IHEMGE. i (EXEL
#) PXBRHEREREEF ERFRREL—AEREMH, RMNHFE (BEXERE) PRE
HPEMETRAEFY, NERNERMEZEE MEL. P+ REER. ARHNTE~ER
maEm HMRENEZELFELEGHNERTERLEW. AMEZXEEXHELERBFTT
THE—T, BRINHFTRETRER, BFRY. EXAREENLE. EXHREEFEFEER
HIREGMNRESBREX., BFHEE". TEHEE" ONRAXTIE,

EXEEFERE-HEASFHNRIIBE SREATERRRPENERMERLE. &
RIRAFNEE. WHETEBETSHFENRE., EAPURFAELRFXA5TE. ATty
REFBIEIET EHRRER. BETH, SREBFREHA (Handbook of Medical Informatics),
EBFEAMESRELTRJ.H. van Bermel BIRMEIRE. £BHIEHY (BEXELFE).

FBPEREEFERBESR I H. van Bermmel AR AX BB FHE LR E-mail K
MiES. CRBEBPEARERKEZERANZPHALREREM™ENFE, BSHE
EXEEARPEGRAENBEAE. FARHEMETL L ARBRABNIN —EEAHBET
e, RERFMFEAXRBOCOIIRES N, ZBOBELREEBRA.
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