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Preface

Guangxi has always been a reglon for minorities living side by snde The ancestors of the Zhuang, Yao,
Miao, Dong, and other natlonalmes have been working and llvmg together on this rich and beautlful land
generation after generation. Surrounded by abundant natural resources and given to a natural love of the
_ land, the people of Guangxi have a valuable cultural heritage. The bronze drums are the most notewo!'thy ex-
ample of this rich cultural heritage. These treasures are the pnde of the Guangxn national cultures.

The existence of bronze drums in Guangxi can be traced back to as early as the second century B.C. A
bronze drum unearthed in Guogailing, Tiandong County can be consndered as a genuine artifact verifying this
fact. «Hou Han Shu, Ma Yuan Le Zhuan) A History of the East Han Dynaety: A Biography of Ma Yuan
states that when the Fu Bo general, Ma Yuan, conquered Jiao Zhi in the south he took bronze drums from |
the Luo Yue people.

Since the time of the Han Dynasty, the existence of Guangxi’s bronze drums has been consistently re-
corded in various historical documents. «Ling Biao Lu Yi» Records of Unusual Findings in Southern China
written by Liu Xun during the Tang Dynasty records that in the period of emperor Tang Zhao Zong bronze
drums were unearthed in Gongzhou (which is in the area now called Ping Nan County) when the city wall
was constructed. '

Zhou Qu Fei, who lived during the Song Dynasty, in his book €Ling Wai Dai Da) Answers to Ques-
tions About Southern china states clearly that“bronze drums unearthed in Guangxi often were found by farm-
ers plowing.” The stories about Guangxi’s bronze drums were also recorded in €Song Shi) .

&Man Yi Le Zhuan) A History of the Song Dynasty: A Biography of the Minorities recorded that the
leader of the Zhuang in Nandan contributed bronze drums to the central imperial court. From the Ming Dyn-
asty on, both official and unofficial historic accounts, even igc]uding poems, makd countless references to
the bronze drums. These documents offer explanations about the discovery, use, and spread of the drums
throughout Guangxi. There are descriptions about the social customs concerning the bronze drums from differ-
ent perspectives as well as displays of the colorful art features of the drums.

Since their excavation, the ancient bronze drums of Guangxi have continuously been confiscated by local
authorities or been placed in temples. Some of them have been scattered. Others have disappeared. For exam-
ple, on May 5, 1618 during the Ming Dynasty according to the lunar calendar in the forty—fifth year of Wan

Li, (the title of the emperor’s reing) two bronze drums were discovered on the same day in two different loca-



tions of Guiping Gounty. One was uriearthed in Beishishan and placed on the city gate tower of Guiping Coun-
ty called Qingfeng. The other was placed at the county’s Confucian temple. In autumn of the eighth year of
the reign of Qing Dynasty emperor Yong Zheng (A.C.1730), Jin Hong, the governor of Guangxi received
the contribution of a bronze drum which he placed in his official residence. In the fourth year of Jiaqing
(A.C. 1799), Xie Qi Kun, thenew governor, had a pavilion built especially for the bronze drum. ‘In the pe-
riod of Min Guo, early in this century, there were bronze drums stored in various kinds of temples in the
counties of Yulin, Beiliu, Pingnan, Rongxian, Luchuan, "Guigang, Cenxi, Shanglin, Wuming,
Longan, Longzhou, Lingshan, Hepu, Qinzhou, Fangcheng, and Xiangzhou. The -Guangxi Museum
which was founded in the 1930’s collected moré t}{an twenty bronze drums. -

Since liberation, the people’s government has péid significant altentvivon to the cultural heritage of the mi-
norities not only with monetary backing, but also with manpower to collect the scattered bronze-drums and to
store them properly They have organized experts and scholars to explore sites of the unearthing of the bronze
drums and to systematize and research material on the drums. A lot of achievements have been made.

Although:statistics are as yet incomplete, so far the total number of bronze drums stored in cultural relics
departments at all levels is more than 610. There are 344 in the Guangxi Museum, twenty in the Guilin Muse-
um, eighteen in the city museum of Liuzhou, seventeen in the Youjang Revolutionary Relics Museum of
Baise city, 26 in Beiliu County, 21'in Lingshan County, twenty in Guiping County, twelve in Pingnan
County, twelve in Pubei County, ten in Tengxian County, eiglitin Luchuan County, eight in Bobai Coun-
ty. seven in Guigang city,‘ more than four in Yulin city, Rongxian County, Qinzhou County, Wuming
County, Du’an County, Xilin County, and more than two in Wuzhou city, Cangwu County, Laibin Coun-
ty, and the Binyang County Museum. Bronze drums are also stored in Hengxian, Chongzuo, Wuxuan,
Luzhai. Yishan, Hechi, Tiandong, Tianyang, Jingxi, Longlin, Leye, Hepu, Longsheng, and
Mengshan county or city museums. There are bronze drum display rooms at Guangxi Teachers’ University
and four drums displayed in the Guangxi Institute for Nationalities. Some of the bronze drums buried in the
enrth are still being unearthed every year. The Zhuang, Yao, Miao, Dong, and Yi peoples have used
bronze drums from ancient times continuing until now. The bronze drums used in folk customs have not partic-
ularly been investigated and statistized, but according to rough estimates there are more than 350 bronze
drums along the banks of Hongshui River in Donglan County and more than this number in Nandan
County. In the Lihu area of Nandan County alone, which is the Yao autonomous countryside there are more

than 120. There are also more than 106 in the Bansheng countryside of Du’an County. There are many bronze
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drums also in Bama, Fengshan, Tian’e, Xilin, -Tianlin,, Du’an, Rongshui, and Napo counties. The
sound of bronze drums is heard whenever Spring Festival is celebrated, as well as on wedding days or funeral
days.

Some bronze drums from Guangxi have spread to Beijing, Shanghai, Shandong, Henan,
Guangdong, and Guizhou. Some are now abroad, having become a part of the collections of museums in dif-
ferent places.

The area whtre bronze drums exist includes almost the entire region of Guangxi. If one marked the sites
on a map of Guangxi where bronze drums have been unearthed the number of counties or cities is as many as
74, accounting for 83 percent of the total area. The bronze drums dating prior to the Song Dynasty were con-
centrated mostly along the banks of the Zuojiang, Yongjiang, Xunjiang, and Yujiang rivers including their
southern areas. The bronze drums dating after the Song Dynasty were mainly concentrated in western
Guangxi and its border with Guizhou and Yunnan provinces. There are only a few counties in northeast
Guangxi in which no bronze drums have ever been discovered.

According to the classification concept decided in 1980 by the Chinese Association for Study of Ancient
Bronze Drums, the types found in Guangxi are quite extensive including seven of the eight
classifications. A‘mong the eight types in China only the Wanjiabé type has not been discovered in Guangxi.

The association also decided that the bronze drums were to be named after the place where they were un-
earthed. Among the stored bronze drums, these types exist: ten Shizhaishan bronze drums,
99 Lengshuichong, six Zunyi, 294 Majiang, 112 Beiliu, 358 Lingshan; and two Ximeng. The
Lengshuichong, Beiliu, and Lingshan types are all named after the places in Guangxi where the bronze
drums were unearthed. Guangxi is also the primary place for distributing these three types.

The midwest area of Yunnan, China was considered the birthplace of ancient bronze drums because
many age—old, simple and unsophisticated primitive bronze drums were unearthed there. Located in the
south of Wu Ling (Five Rigions across the borders between Hunan and Jiangxi with Guangdong on one hand
and Guangxi on the other), linking the Yun—Gui plateau and seashore of the Nanhai (South Sea), Guangxi
is regarded as the supreme headquarters of ancient bronze drums. She is surely worthy of the title.

Ethnologists and archaeologists’ attention has long been captured as a result of the abundant information
available about the bronze drums. Since the Ming and Qing dynasties, the annals of localities have
continuously recorded cases about the unearthing, distribution and use of bronze drums. Some scholars have

made them their research speciality. During the period of Jiaging in the Qing Dynasty, the governor of



Guangxi named Xie Qikun wrote a chapter in his annal called“ A Study of Bronze Drums” in which he ex-
tracted from many documents on bronze drums and made textual research. In the 1930’s Xu Songshi in his
book The People’s History in the Valley of the Yuejiang River also included a chapter A Study of Bronze

Drums”, specifically noting research on the origin of bronze drums, on the nationalities that created bronze

drums, and on the use of bronze drums. In the 1940°s Chen Zhiliang published his article“The First Study of

Bronze Drums” recording all documents on bronze drums in every county of Guangxi in that time. He ana-
lyzed section after section, completing primary research on bronze dﬁms.

Mr. Tang Zhaomin who was working in Guangxi Museum at that time began a study on the collection of
bronze drums in that museum. He put forward a plan to edit and publish The Picture Collection of Bronze
Drums in Guangxi. Unfortunately, the conditions were too limited to realize his plan,

In the early of 1960’s the museum had already stored more than 160 bronze drums and held displays of
bronze drums on a small scale. Again, the proposal to edit and publish the book was raised. In 1964 the edi-
torial group of the book was appointed and some materials were collected and arranged.

During the 1970’s the museum wrote an article“ The Study of Ancient Bronze Drums in Guangxi”. In
1978 on the twentieth anniversary of the Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, the museum held an exhibi-
tion on ancient bronze drums in Guangxi. From 1979 to 1980, to prepare for the first conference on ancient
bronze drums of the whole country, the museum organized manpower to make a large—scale investigation of
bronze drums stored throughout the country.

In the spring of 1980, after the conference on ancient bronze drums for the whole country the Cultural
Relics Publishing House published the Thesis Collection of the Conference on Ancient Bronze Drums, the
Thesis Collection of the Second Conferece of the Chinese Association for the Study of Ancient Bronze
Drums, and The Chinese Ancient Bronze Dmms; respectively. These pushed the study of bronze drums to
new dimensions in the 1980’s.

The collection of bronze drums increases all the time, and the research results continuously emerge in
large numbers. Therefore, to edit and publish a high quality picture collection of bronze drums is not only an
urgent request for promoting the study of bronze drums in academic circles, but also a key opportunity now
that conditions are suitable and circumstances have improved. Under the support and direction of the
Guangxi Zhuang Autonomous Region, and in crder to encourage unity, we raise the plan to edit and publish
this work once more. We have decided to try to overcome any difficult and to realize the aim.

The bronze drum is a comprehensive work of art of the nationalities that cast and used them. The drums

n



reflect the economic, scientific, technical and cultural achievements of the nationalities as well as their skills,
abilities and preferences in metallurgy, casting, mﬁsic, fine art, dancing, and religion. The bronze drum is
an invaluable tool for studying the history of many nationalities.

This book faithfully reflects the original features of bronze drums. It consists mainly of photographs, pic-
tures, and printed rubbings from drums’ faces and includes simple words of explanation. The samples used
here are the finest b( the ancient bronze drums in Guangxi and were selected from more than 500 bronze drums

- on the basis of type and era. They are representative and typical of the Guangxi collection.

(translated by Li Shihong, Lynn McCracken, and Wan Fubin)
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Beiliu Type Bronze Drums

['he bhronze drums unearthed in Beiliu County are representatives of tvis thpe, Their characteristics are that the shape of their
hody is thick  heavy and large. The largest diameter of the drum face is as large as 165 centimeters. The smallest ane is about 50)
centimeters. The diameter of most Beilin type drums is between 70 and 100 centimeters, The face of the drum stretches out of the
neck of drum. Tts face is larger than its chest. The face's end of the drums folds down forming eaves. The chest of the drum is
shightly convex and looks like a slant. The waist appears concave. Between the chest and the waist there is a shallow slot like @ bor
der with two pairs of handles attached here. A few drums have flat handles. Besides the two pairs of circular handles. some drums
have two added handles. The foot of the drum tilts toward the outside. The border hetween the waist and the foot protrudes and
forms an edge. Four small frog statues stand along the face with a few drums having six frogs. The body of most frogs has no pat
tern. Vost of the sun designs have eight ravs. The hody of the sun is circular and protrudes. A Beiliu type drum is divided into ha
loes by three circular fine lines. The haloes on the face are wide while the ones on the body are narrow. Both haloes on the face and
on the body are decorated with cloud thunder patterns. Some drums have coin patterns. mat patterns. and wave patterns. The
common time frame for the Beiliu tvpe was from the west Han Dynasty through the Tang Dynasty. The drums were distributed
mainly in southeast Guangxi and southwest Guangdong.  with Beiliu.  Xinvi and nearby regions as their center. The nationalities

that used and cast such type drums were ancient Wuhu and [i peoples.
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