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FOREWORD

The Hami prefecture is located at the east of Xinjiang, China. Under it there are
two counties and one city,inhabited by twenty — eight ethnic groups, inclusive of
Uighur,Han,Hui,Kazak ,etc. It has a population of 440,000 and a land area of 153,
000 square kilometres.

The Hami area, with unique geographic advantages ,fertile upland meadows ,has
a long history and splendid civilizations. A discovery about the microlithic remains in
the Qijiaojiang Basin shows that human beings lived here as early as 10,000 years
ago. About 3,000 or 4, 000 ycar ago, Xinjiang had bcen in stone —bronze age and
bronze age. The important characteristics of archaeological culture in Hami is bronze
wares and stone implements found together. The ancient people of Wupu Oasis in
Hami had a stable life, and they were engaged in agriculture and livestock hus
bandary. The techniques of pottery —making ,wooden ware -—making ,copper ware —
smelting ,especially the weaving technique of woollen fabrics reached high standards.
Most of complete mummies unearthed at Wupu cemetery are regarded as Caucasian
through anthropology s study,some are Mongoloid.

About 2,500 years ago,thd Sakas moving about in the grassland of northern
Tianshan Mountains had get to Barkol Prairie ever since. Later on, Wusun,Rozhi,
Huns also went into Hami area. In 2 C. B. C,the Hami area was belonged to Huns “do-
main. In 60 B. C, the Han Dynasty set up the Supervising Office of Western Regions
(P ER$7 JF). It represented that the Western Regions was normally included into
Chinas domain. From Southern &. Northern Dynasties to Sui — Tang Dynasties,
Huns “state declined and Rouran rose. During the middle of 6 C. A. D, the Kanate of
Turki set up Chengzhang (31 ). The government of Tang Dynasty then set up
Yizhou and Yiwu Army. After Yeludashi moving westward.the Hami area was in the
territorial land of Western Liao Dynasty. It was belonged to Xingshen(¥74) in Yuan
Dynasty,the Yizhou also was called "Hamili” ,origin of Hamis name. At the begin-
ning of Ming Dynasty,it once found a Hami Kingdom. In Qing Dynasty,it set up Ting
(J7)and Zhili Ting (H$/T). It was taken back by the Xinjiang provincial govern-
ment ,and changed its name into the Hami administrative district or the Hami prefec-
ture during the reign of the Repulic of China. After the founding of the People s Re-
pulic of China, the place was officially designated the Hami prefecture.

The ruins found in Hami area, such as sites,tombs ,rock carvings,ancient cities,
stelets yetc,all are historical legacy of various ancient people. They are also the im-
portant part of ancient Chinese culture.
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NATURAL ENVIRONMENT

The Tianshan Mountains is one of the
most important mountain ranges in the
Central Asia which measures 2,500 kilo
meters and extends across the whole
middle part of the China's Xinjiang
Uyghur Autonomous Region. The east-
ern section of the mountains which is lo-
cated to the east of Urumagi is customari-
ly called eastern Tianshan Mountains.
The most parts of Hami Prefecture are
occupied by the eastern Tianshan Moun-
tains which ccnsist of several parallel
running ranges and the basins between
them, thus formed a unique landscape of
" four mountain ranges and three
basins”.
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#ARI  Yardang landforms
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Natural environment

Snow Lotus
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River Valley in the Tianshan Mountain
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HEZHE—BR SFHNEEHEPE  Barkol Lakeside in Summer

Camel — the Boat of Desert

BEHZEE  Wheat Field in Spring

THEEME  Viewing the Barkol Lake
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Natural environment

EFWMFAIWOMNFAE  Koumenzi Pass of the Tianshan Mountain in Winter

MEMHIME N E  The Path among the Forest in Autumn
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MICROLITHIC REMAINS

On the east of the town of Qi-
jiaojing is a microlithic locality which
must be dated to circa 10,000 years
BP. The microlith have been found in
an area of about 6, 000 square me-
ters and most of them are made from
the raw materials of quartz, flintor
silica stones. Now, this locality has
been designated as one of the major
science and arts protection units of
Hami city.
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The Microlithic

Site of Qijiaojing
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Micro—blades

Micro—cores




STONE ARTIFACTS

Besides the microlith, a lot of
ground stone artifacts have also been
found in Hami. They are mainly made
from ignecus rocks and consist of quern,
cup, mortar, pestle and hammer, etc.

006, S B #  Stone Roller

007. 5 Stone Hoe

Quern and Stone Roller
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008. HE]  Stone Mortar 009, @WEE  Stone Hoe in the Shape of Crane Mouth



