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Not content with its doubtful claim to produce cheap food for our
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own population, the factory farming industry also argues that “ hungry
nations are benefiting from advances made by the poultry{ &) indus-
try” . In fact, rather than helping the fight against malnutrition (8 & &
) in “hungry nations”, the spread of factory farming has, inevitably,
aggravated the problem.

Large-scale intensive meat and poultry production is a waste of food
resources. This is becguse more protein has to be fed to animals in the
form of vegetable matter than can ever be recovered in the form of meat.
Much of the food value is lost in the animal’s process of digestion and cell
replacement. Neither, in the case of chicken, can one ezt feathers, blood,
feet or head. In all, only about 44 % of the live anima] fits to be eaten as
meat.

This means one has to feed approximately 9-—10 times as much food
value to the animal than one can consume from the carcass. As a system
for feeding the hungry, the effects can prove disastrous. At times of cri-
sis, grain is the food of life.

Nevertheless, the huge increase in poultry production throughout
Asia and Africa continues. Normally British or US firms are invelved. For
instance, an Ametican based multinational company has this year an-
nounced its involvement in projects in several African countries. Britain's
largest suppliers of chickens, Ross Breeders, are also involved in projects
all over the world.

Because such trade is good for exports, Western governments en-
coursage it. In 1979, a firm in Bangladesh called Phoenix Poultry received
a grant to set up & unit of 6,000 chickens and 18, D00 laying hens. This
almost doubled the number of poultry kept in the country all at once.

But Bangladesh lacks capital, energy and food and has large numbers
of unemployed. Such chicken-raising demands capital for building and ma-
chinery, extensive use of energy resources for automation, and involves

feeding chickens with potential famine-relief protein food. At present, one
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of Bangladesh's main imports is food grains, because the country is unable
to grow encugh food to feed its population. On what then can they possi-
bly feed the chicken? .
6. In this passage the author argues that .
A) efficiency must be raised in the poultry industry
B} raising poultry can provide more protein than growing grain
C) factory farming will do more harm than good to developing coun-
tries
I} hungry nations may benefit from the development of the poultry in-
dustry
7. According to the author, in factory farming, vegetable food
A} is easy for chickens to digest
B) is insufficient for the needs of poultry
C) is fully utilised in meat and egg production
D) is inefficiently converted into meat and eggs
8. Westermn governments encourage the poultry industry in Asia because
they regard it as an effective way to
A) boost their own exports
B) alleviate malnutrition in Asian countries
C) ecreate job opportunities in Asian countries
D) promote the exports of Asian countries
9. The word “carcass” (Line 2, Para.3) most probably means “

(1]

A} vegetables preserved for future use
B) the dead body of an animal ready to be cut into meat
C) expensive food that consumers can hardly afford
D) meat canned for future consumption
10. What the last paragraph tells us is the author’s
A) detailed analysis of the ways of raising poultry in Bang]adeﬁh
B) great appreciation of the development of poultry industry in Bang-
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ladesh
C} critical view on the development of the poultry industry in Bangla-
desh
D) practical suggestions for the improvement of the poultry industry
in Bangladesh
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Money talks as never before in state and local elections, and the ma-
in cause is TV advertising. Thirty seconds can go as high as $ 2, 000.
Political fundraising is one of the few growth industries left in America,
The way to stop the waste might be for television to be paid by state and
local government at a standard rate, to provide air time to all candidates
to debate the issues. This might be boring at first. But eventually candi-
dates might actually brush up their debating skills and electrify the TV
audience with content, not style.
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