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1. The Argument of the
Rape of Lucrece

W. Shakespeare

Lucius Tarquinius (for his excessive pride sur-
named Superbus), after he had caused his own fa-
ther-in-law Servius Tullius to be cruelly murd’red,
and contrary to the Roman laws and customs, not
requiring or staying for the people’s suffrages,had
possessed himself of the kingdom, went, accompa-
nied with his sons and other noblemen of Rome ,to
besiege Ardea; during which siege, the principal
men of the army meeting one evening at the tent of
Sextus Tarquinius, the King’s son, in their dis-
courses after supper every one commended the
virtues of his own wife; among whom Collatinus
extolled the incomparable chastity of his wife
Lucretia. In that pleasant humor they all posted to
Rome, and intending by their secret and sudden
arrival to make trial of that which every one had
before avouched, only Collatinus finds his wife
(though it were late in the night)spinning amon-
gest her maids; the other ladies were all found
dancing and revelling,or in several disports;where-
upon the noblemen yielded Collatinus the victory,

and his wife the fame. At that time Sextus Tar-
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quinius being inflamed with Lucrece’ beauty, yet
smothering his passions for the present, departed
with the rest back to the camp;from whence he
shortly after privily withdrew himself, and was
(according to his estate) royally entertained and
lodged by Lucrece at Collatium. The same night he
treacherously stealeth into her chamber, violently
ravish’d her, and early in the morning speedeth
away. Lucrece, in this lamentable plight, hastily
dispatcheth messengers, one to Rome for her fa-
ther,another to the camp for Collatine. They came,
the one accompanied with Junius Brutus,the other
with Publius Valerius; and finding Lucrece attired
in mourning habit, demanded the cause of her
sorrow. She, first taking an oath of them for her
revenge, revealed the actor,and whole manner of
his dealing, and withal suddenly stabbed herself.
Which done, with one consent they all vowed to
root out the whole hated family of the Tarquins;
and bearing the dead body to Rome, Brutus ac-
quainted the people with the doer and manner of
the vile deed; with a bitter invective against the
tyranny of the King,wherewith the people were so
moved , that with one consent and a general accla-
mation the Tarquins were all exiled,and the state
government changed from kings to consuls.
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2. Let Me Wither

J. Donne

Let me wither and wear out mine age in a dis-
comfortable, in an unwholesome, in a penurious
prison, and so pay my debts with my bones and
recompense the wastefulness of my youth with the
beggary of mine age. Let me wither in a spital
under sharp and foul and infamous diseases,and so
recompense the wantonness of my youth with that
loathsomeness in mine age. Yet if God withdraw
not his spiritual blessings,his grace,his patience ;if
I can call my suffering his doing, my passion his
action;all this that is temporal is but a caterpillar
got into one corner of my garden,but a mildew fall-
en upon one acre of my corn. The body of all, the
substance of all, is safe as long as the soul is safe.
But when I shall trust to that which we call a
good spirit and God shall deject and impoverish and
evacuate that spirit;when I shall rely upon a moral
constancy and God shall shake and enfeeble and
enervate, destroy and demolish that constancy;
when I shall think to refresh myself in the serenity
and sweet air of a good conscience and God shall
call up the damps and vapors of hell itself and
spread a cloud of diffidence and an impenetrable

crust of desperation upon my conscience; when
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health shall fly from me,and I shall lay hold upon
riches to succor me and comfort me in my sick-
ness,and riches shall fly from me and I shall snatch
after favor and good opinion to comfort me in my
poverty; when even this good opinion shall leave
me and calumnies and misinformations shall prevail
against me;when I shall need peace because there
is none but thou, O Lord, that should stand for
me,and then shall find that all the wounds that 1
have come from thy hand,all the arrows that stick
in me from thy quiver; when I shall see that be-
cause | have given myself to my corrupt nature thou
hast changed thine,and because [ .am all evil towards
thee, therefore thou hast given over being good to-
wards me: when it comes to this height, that the
fever is not in the humors but in the spirits, that
. mine enemy is not an imaginary enemy,Fortune,nor
a transitory enemy, Malice in great persons, but a
real and an irresistible and an inexorable and an
everlasting enemy, the Lord of Hosts himself, the
Almighty God himself — the Almighty God himself
only knows the weight of this affliction,and except
he put in that pondus gloriae, that exceeding weight
of an eternal glory, with his own hand into the other
scale,we are weighed down ,we are swallowed up ir-
reparably, irrevocably, irrecoverably, irremediably.

+ 14 -



