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The Great Pyramid
XEFE

The kings of ancient Egypt planned strong tombs to
keep their bodies safe after death and to hold their treas-
ures.' Huge stone pyramids were built over these tombs.
There are over 80 known pyramids in Egypt, but the Great
Pyramid is the largest of all.

The Great Pyramid was built thousands of years ago for
a king called Khufu. it is located?on the west bank of the
Nile River not far from Cairo. In fact,> all the pyramids
along the Nile are on its west bank. The ancient Egyptians
compared the rising of the sun to the beginning of life and
the setting of the sun to the end of life.* This is why their
dead were buried on the west bank of the Nile.

It’s very hard to know just how big the Great Pyramid
is. It has over 2,300,000 blocks of stone. These huge stone
blocks weigh an average of® two and a half tons each, as
much as a small car. Some even weigh fifteen tons. Without
machinery, the ancient Egyptians cut and moved and lifted
each of these stones. Many of the blocks came from the east
bank of the Nile, and they were taken across the river in
boats at flood time. It took more than 100,000 slaves twen-
ty years to build the Great Pyramid.®
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The Great Pyramid is over 450 feet high today, and it
is once higher. Its base covered thirteen acres. Each of the
sides of the pyramid is 755 feet long’, or about twenty
minutes to walk all the way around the pyramid.

Every king wanted his tomb to be the best. But Khufu
did better than the others all. The surface of his pyramid
used to shine with white limestone, and its top came to a
sharp point. Inside, the body of Khufu rested in a great
stone coffin. His body was kept to last forever, and many
treasures were buried with him.

Now after many years, the shining surface is worn
away, and men have taken some of the huge stone blocks to
build other things. Thieves have stolen the treasures, and
they have stolen the body of Khufu himself.

Today, the sides of the Great Pyramid are no longer®
white. The limestone is gone.’ The huge stones are made
seen and you can climb them, like steps, to the top. When
you have reached the top, you can see for miles about you.
You can see the smaller pyramids and the Sphinx'®, the
great stone statue of the lion with a human head. To the
west you can see the Libyan Desert, and to the east you can
see the green Nile Valley and the modern city of Cairo.

(460 words)

New Words and Phrases:

1. ancient ["emfant ]




2. tomb [ twm ] n. B

3. the Nile River &

4, Cario HF

5. compare [ kem'pea ] v. Hoi

6. block [ blpk ] n. A8 HIX
7. lift [1ift] v. B, xR
8. fiood [flad] n. ek

9. Khufu R

10. surface ['sorfers] n. FE, SR
11. limestone [‘lamstaon] =n. ARA
12. coffin [kofin] n. FEHt

13. bury [ 'ber1] v. HE #

14. thief (ei:f] n. MM, B
15. statue [ staetju:] n. B
Notes:

1. The kings of ancient Egypt planned strong tombs to

3.

keep their bodies safe after death and to hold their
treasures. ¥R AW EENBERG A CEM I ERE
SRR EMNE P RPYME,

. It is located... “located” £ zhidl “locate” #3345y

HEX, EAPERBER, “locate” &% X “be
located” R B, FRE, BN “MT” R %
#”, The tall building with the white roof is located in
the west of the city. Ak A A EEW e G EE R T
R ER

infact, ... FTZLE, £HE---- | don’t know what
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his name is. In fact, | have never met him before. #
Rl ftd 25, FEREIATUAR LI,

. -..compared the rising of the sun to the beginning of
life and the setting of the sun to the end of life. ----- e
KPR LGOI, EXMETRAELGHE
%o, “compare " W54+ “to” W® “with” & M,
“compare ... to ...” BH “HB-ee- HAE”, EHE—3
WS 5 —FYHNLL, The singer compares his love to a
red rose. KGR eh Z LM, “compare...
with...” BX “5H.-Hk” % “HBE, BHEKL”,
HHEAAFTEYHRAZL, In today’s class, we
will compare American poems with Chinese poems. 4
XX FR, RAME% L B FHA b ikt i,

. an average of 345, —&K-F These rooms can
hold an average of 500 people each. iX % g 4] 3 &
] AL A4 500 A

. It took more than 100,000 slaves twenty years to build
the Great Pyramid. +/L7 s, A 20 5 & & &) 2 &%
TRE&F¥, “totake somebody ... (time) to do
something” X “FAEREMHEE", EENERE
E “it”, It will take me three months to learn how to
drive a car. RBELEAANEF2TH £,

. ...450 feet high...755 feet long... -+ - 450 T R
Beeeee 755 TR AL coeree “WMF+HITRBL (BB
X)) +EBEFR BREEFPFHRK. . RENEERE
JER., 10: 300 meters deep 300 X, 15 feet long
15 %R ¥,




no longer ~ & The old man cried that he could no
longer bear that young man. R4~ Al 4 54K 46
LA FEAT,

The limestone is gone. & &XH4#ET . “be gone”
RAN—FRE, B “AET”, “BET”, “gone”
B LaiAtERE.

10. the Sphinx #73 %8, MAABE HREAHEGW
St fFULM BN BE, A HEEMA—#
4bFE .

Exercises:

I . Answer the following questions:

1. Where is the Great Pyramid located? Why are all the
pyramids on the west bank of the Nile?

2. How long does it take us to walk all the way around
the pyramid?

][ Judge whether the following statements are

true or false:

1. It took more than 100,000 slaves to build the Great
Pyramid.

2. All the pyramids along the Nile are on the east side.

3. The sides of the Great Pyramid are no longer white.

4. The ancient Egyptians compared the setting of the sun
to the beginning of life.
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The Grand Canyon
Kige &

Have you heard of a famous place “the Grand
Canyon”? Have you ever been there? Do you know which
country it lies in? Read this article. You will have a won-
derful feeling of it.

People from all over the world go to see the Grand
Canyon. The Grand Canyon is the most spectacular (very
unusual) canyon in the world. It is a deep gorge, over 200
miles long, cut by the Colorado River in northern Arizona.
It is o mile deep and from 4 to 18 miles across at the top,
and it covers an area of 1,000 square miles. '

There are several ways to see the Grand Canyon. Some
people fly out from Phoenix or Las Vegas for a one-day trip.
Some go on short hiking trips®. Others hike all the way from
the North Rim to the South Rim, camping at night along the
way. But most people go by mule-back across the canyon,
riding a mule down to the Colorado River and back up to the
other rim. This gives them a view of the canyon from the
“top down” and from the “bottom up.” Every view is differ-
ent, and every one is beautiful.

The Bakers have just returned from a trip to the Grand

Canyon. If you asked them which they liked best, the “down



look” or the “up look,” they would probably say “Both.”
The Bakers made the trip on mule-back with John Begay.
John Begay knows the Grand Canyon well.

The group started in the early morning when the sun
was just coming up and John Begay rode ahead. After him in
line® came Mr. Baker, Mrs. Baker, Kathy, and her brother
Ken. The mules moved slowly and with sure feet*. As the
Bakers went down further into the canyon, the rocks above
took on® different shapes, and their color changed with
every change from sunshine to shadow.

At night the Bakers camped in the canyon, and the next
day they reached the top of the other rim. “It has been a
fine and wonderful trip,” Mr. Baker said. “I think every-
one should see the Grand Canyon.” John Begay smiled: “I
have been trying to get you here for years,” he said, “I

knew you would like it.”
(380 words)

New Words and Phrases:

1. the Grand Canyon KRA

2. spectacular  [spek'taekjulo] adj. BIAARR, i
VN

3. gorge (goid3] n. g, s

4. the Colorado HMynL

5. northern Arizona 46T F R AL M

6. Phoenix RBIR (L H R )
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AL 2 M

7. Las Vegas hr B 4 fn iy

8. camp [ keemp] BE, ILE

9. mule ['mjuil] B

10. rim [rm] h%

11. shadow [ Jaedau ] FAsZ

Notes:

1. ...it covers an area of 1,000 square miles. - XA
& @AR1,000F 5% E,

2. hiking trips & ¥ 4T

3. inline # AR —47, XK —4Z They stood in line. 41

j&ﬁ.? "%ﬁo
4. sure feet AL F F

5. took on (JR¥ take on) £ (&%, &) His face
takes on a strange expression. ## £ th—#r ¥ 8

%i'mo

Exercises:

I. Judge whether the following statements are

true or false:

1. The Grand Canyon covers an area of 1,000 square

miles in southern Arizona.

2. The Bakers made the trip by horses and mules.

3. The rocks in the canyon were colorful and they took on

different shapes.

I. Answer the following questions:

1. Why is the Grand Canyon the most unusual one in the




world? 2

2. How many people made the trip into the canyon?
Il. Arrange these events in the order of Baker’s
trip through the canyon:
A. They camped at night in the canyon.
B. John Begay rode aheod.
C. They reached the top of the other rim.

D. They started at sunrise.
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The Acropolis of Athens

Fe 82 T3

The ancient Greeks used to build parts of their cities on
hills. Hills were easy to defend against' the enemy. The
Greeks called this kind of hill-city an acropolis. The name
means “high city” in Greek. The most famous acropolis is in
Athens.

If you were standing today on the Acropolis of Athens,
you could see the modern city below you? and the blue
Mediterranean not far away. On the Acropolis itself you
could see the ruins of some of the most beoutiful buildings in
the world.

At first the Greeks built the Acropolis for protection
from their enemies. But gradually they began to use it for
religious purposes. On the Acropolis they began to build
temples to their gods and goddesses. On the temples and in
the temples can be found some of the finest sculpture and
carving of all time. There were temples on the Acropolis be-
fore 500 B.C., but many of them were destroyed in wars
with the Persians. Most of the remaining temples were built
during the Golden Age of Athens, about 450 B.C. During
that time Pericles was the best-known? ruler of Athens.

The most impressive building on the Acropolis is the
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Parthenon. The Parthenon is a temple of white marble. Its
beautiful pillars support a heavy marble roof. Inside, there
once was a great gold and ivory statue of Athena, the god-
dess of wisdom. Wisdom was very important to the Greeks
of ancient Athens. During the Golden Age the ceiling of the
Parthnenon was painted red, gold, and blue. The tops of
the pillars were painted red, ond the building was
decorated with* beautiful marble statues of Greek gods and
goddesses.

Over the years much of the beauty of the Parthnenon
was destroyed by war. The Turks ruled Greece in the seven-
teenth century and used the Parthnenon to store gunpowder.
When the city of Athens was attacked by the Venetian army,
this gunpowder exploded. The explosion destroyed the cen-
ter of the Parthenon and ruined the building. Today most of
the marble statues have disappeared. Many of the marble
pillars lie on the ground, and the great marble roof has
fallen.

Recently the Greek government had part of the great
temple rebuilt.®> At night white and colored lights shine on
the marble ruins, and the words of Pericles come from mi-
crophones on the Acropolis. Sometimes the words are in
Greek, and sometimes they are in French or English. When
you watch the lights on the marble ruins and listen to the
words of Pericles, you can almost believe that you are living
in Athens during the Golden Age. (436 words)
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