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Preface

elcome to this collection of stories written to help you read and learn vocabulary.
This is not a normal collection of stories. When I wrote these stories there were no
concepts, no story lines, mno goal of what types of stories should be included. There
were no set characters to watch as they stumbled through a variety of experiences or even
any specification that all stories needed to be first or third person. Instead, the stories in
this book were created based on the assortment of alphabetical words they needed to be

created around.

This has led to some interesting results. Some of the sets of words required light,
humorous stories. Some became a snippet in a moment of a characters life, often occurring,
as he or she encountered or dealt with a conflict. One of my favorites is the story about a
man who is simply hanging from a cliff. Others were rants about a random topic. Yet
others were dark, murderous, and quite a few dealt with criminals. This was dictated by
the chosen vocabulary. And a few were impacted by themes of the day on which they were

written. But hopefully most of them also impart a sense of playfulness in language and a

joy for life.

The end result, as a tool for learning English, 1is a rich set of situations and
expressions used in everyday life. While the language of some may be harsh and direct to
create a certain mood, quite a few are filled with sentences that have a rhythmic rhyming
pattern reminiscent of tongue twisters. Try finding these sentences and saying them out
loud. This does not mean one would never say these things in real life. On the contrary,
one of the joys of leaming a language is learning how to play with it, mix crazy words
together to say something clever, contradict yourself with double meanings, and create

ironies alongside social commentaries.

I hope that you will therefore learn from these texts not just how to speak English,

but also how to be playful and clever with words as you express yourself.

Author; Scott Linder
October 2001
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Words

abbreviation/a,bri:vi‘eifon/n.

abide/obaid/vt.
abide by
abnormal/zb 'no:mal/a
abolish/a°bolif/vt.
abortion/o°bo: fon/n.
abound/3'baund/vi.

abreast/2 brest/ad.
keep abreast of

abrupt/a’brapt/a

abstain/ab stein/vi.

absurd/ab’sa:d/a.

abundance/a’bandans/n.
in abundance

accessory/zk ‘sesari/n.

acclaim/o’kleim/vt.

n.
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accommodate/2’komadeit/vt.

accomplice/akomplis/n.
. accountable/2’kauntabl/a.

ace/eis/n.
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acoustic/9kuistik/a

acquaint/a’kweint/vt.

acquit/akwit/vt.

activate/ zktiveit/ut.
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Accommodating a Pregnancy abbreviation — activate

Xiaomin never thought abortion was a big deal. As he became acquainted with American
politics, however, he realized you have to work hard to keep abreast of changing values to truly
understand how absurdly controversial this issue has become. He found out from his American
friends that opinions are in abundance of how to teach people to be accountable for their actions,
how to make people abide by Family Planning laws, and even how to teach people just to abstain
from sex. The significance of this issue became abruptly clear when Xiaomin's best friend, Jeff,
got his girlfriend pregnant.

Jeff was an acclaimed graduate student who was living an abnormal life from other Americans
just by attending a Chinese university to get his Ph.D.(Ph.D.is an abbreviation for Doctor of
Philosophy,the highest degree available in a university). Jeff was also an ace soccer player and
acoustic guitar player. There was also always an abundance of women around him. This is
how he met Sarah.

When Sarah became pregnant with Jeff, his friends suddenly treated him as if he was an
accessory to murder. Jeff also felt as if he needed to be acquitted of some crime. But he decided
in the end that he and his accomplice, Sarah, would keep the baby. According to Jeff and Sarah,
the life of their child was more important than their career. Xiaomin was amazed. Keeping the child
would abolish any chance of a successful career for Jeff. And in Xiaomin’s eyes, one could
activate the process for an abortion with a simple visit to the doctor even though there might be
lines, three people abreast.

But Jeff and Sarah were firm in their decision and Xiaomin ‘had to abide his friends” decision.
Life abounded in surprises. Now Jeff and Sarah were leaving school and returning to the United
States. They would do everything they could to accommodate themselves to their new situation.
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A Change of Heart activist — afflict

The anti—war activist was not surprised at all that his primary adversary, the Admiral,
had been afflicted with a drug addict for a son. He was actually quite happy to find out that his
enemy had such personal problems. It was the advent of a new day,however,when the activist
decided to help administer the treatment for the adolescent and help the Admiral fight this
adverse situation. And it was clear that the Admiral was a wonderful person when the activist saw
how much the Admiral adored his son.

Now living in an adjacent room in a special section of a treatment center, the activist was
able to adhere to the strictest methods for helping the boy fight his addiction. The activist was
able to help with aesthetic changes, such as adorning the boy with clean clothes, as well as
affirm the boy as his body struggled with the medical additives that would help the boy get better.

Certain events were luckily also not adhesive in the youth’s mind. This included the boys”
aerial leap from a tall building. He did not die only because he landed in the swimming pool of
the adjoining building. _

And now the activist was gaining the attention of his affiliates because of his honorable
actions. This had never been his motive. He had only wanted to help a person in need. And, as
the Admiral adjourned their weekly meeting about the boy’s progress, the activist was really
happy that he had been able to make a difference in someone’s life.
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affluent/ =fluant/a. BHH,.ELEN
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album/ &lbam/n.

alcoholic/ xlko"holik/a.

alien/“eiljon/a.

alienate/ eiljoneit/vz.

allege/oled3/vt.
alleviate/ 5 1itvieit/vt.
alley/ li/n.
allot/a1ot/vt,
alloy/ loi/n.
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allude/9lju:d/vi.
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A HungryAlien affluent — allude

When an alcoholic man dressed in dirty clothes and stinking of beer first alleged that an
alien had landed in an alley behind a restaurant frequented by the affluent, no one listened to
him. Photos from the aftermath filled 10 photo albums.

In the beginning, as he rushed down the center aisle of the pleasantly air-conditioned room,
the alcoholic wasnt able to successfully agitate anybody. It was as if they were only looking at his
appearance and not listening to his words. When he did finally find someone agreeable to come
outside and see what he said had happened, he was completely alienated to see that the creature
was no longer there. Now that he had aggravated so many rich people, he was sure that he would
leave the room in agony. His fears were alleviated, however, when the alien broke through a
_window into the restaurant, somehow knowingly coming to the aide of the alcoholic.

When all the people realized that the alien that the alcoholic had alluded to was really there
and composed of an aggregate of unknown alloy not affected by normal bullets, they screamed and
ran around leaving no chance for anyone to allot a route of escape. They behaved, in the aggregate,
as if no one in the world could relieve them of this alien ailment. And they were right. None of
the outside help that came could stop the alien from eating everyone in the restaurant.
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allure/3jua/n.
vi.

almighty/o:l'maiti/a.
alternate/o:1to:nit/a.
/7o:tdineit/ v.
amass/2 ' maes/vt.
ambiguous/embigjuds/a.
ambitious/=mbi[as/a.
amend/9 'mend/vt.

n.

amiable/ eimjabl/a.
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analogy/o'nzlod3i/n.
by analogy
analyst/“&nalist/n.

analytic/ zenalitik/
analytical/ ,2nalitikal/a
anarchist/“znokist/n.
ancestry/ ensistri/n.
anecdote/“enikdout/n.
angel/“eind39l/n.

anguish/ zngwi[/n.

annex/a’neks/vt.

n.
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A Second Chance allure — anriex

It had been an ambitious plan. The anarchist had tried to rob a bank all by himself, but
then he had ran out of ammunition and now he was trapped in a back portion of the bank building
with no escape.

As he stood in silence, hugging his gun and waiting to be found, the anarchist knew that
there would be ample anecdotes from newspaper analysts the next day to amend to his obituary.
They would certainly refer to the anguish he had undergone as a child. Then they would employ
all their analytical abilities to reveal other impacts of his ancestry on his ambiguous life.

These thoughts flew from his mind however when an angel suddenly appeared to him. He fell
to his knees, sure that the Almighty God was coming to take him home. His fears were only
amplified when the angel said in an alluring yet powerful voice, “Fear not, your time is short.
Stop your goal to amass a fortune for yourself and turn to God.”

Not having any analogy to help him know what to say, or any reference for his excellent
analytic abilities to think about, the anarchist only kneeled in silence and empty thought.

Then the angel smiled and spoke again in a more amiable voice, “Stand up. The Lord is
providing you a chance to lead an alternate life. Leave this place now through the rear buildings
annex and you will escape. But remember, God is watching.”

When the angel was gone the anarchist stood and ran. He had no idea how to describe- this
experience by analogy, but he was happy for a second chance.
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