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Living in Toronto

— A Guide for Newcomers to Canada
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O Canada

O Canada!

Our home and native land!
True patriot love

in all thy sons command.
With glowing hearts

we see thee rise,
The True North

strong and free!
From far and wide,

O Canada,
we stand on guard

for thee.
God keep our land

glorious and free!
O Canada,

we stand on guard for thee.
O Canada,

we stand on guard for thee.
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Preface

At the Vancouver International Airport, I came across some
teen-agers, who had spent their summer vacation in Beijing and re-
turned to continue their persuit of learning. Far from parents and
hometown, surviving in an extremely alien land, would they feel
lonely? But look at them, I can't find a single trace of loneliness in
their confident and youthful faces. |

The Reform and Open Policy has greatly changed people's way
of thinking and their living style. They have to face the vast new
world. As the economic globalization is speeding up its process to-
day, exchanges and cooperations between the different countries in
economy, trade, science, techmology, culture, education, law,
environmental protection, energy and military have been greatly
enlarged. Chinese people have more opportumities to go out. The
government also lends its support to the freedom of studying
abroad. Now, the Mainland China has become the most important
source of immigrants. Chinas development needs the support of the
whole world, just as the world peace and development need the co-
operation of China. The worldwide communication and co-opera-
tion are the mutual needs of all the Chinese people.
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Canada is a beautiful country with vast territory. From Van-
couver to Toronto, and from Toronto to Quebec, my trip has cov-
ered every inch of North American Land. I was shocked by the ex-
treme beauty of the land: the clean river, dense forest and the rich
grassland. Here, people get along harmoniously with their sur-
roundings. The whole country is a splendid landscape. In Canada,
I dipped myself deeply into their life, observing the society, study-
ing the immigration policy, contacting with many overseas Chinese.
1 sensed their success and failure, happiness and bitterness by mak-
ing friends with them. By the official survey, the population of
Chinese has reached 800 thousand and half of them are inhabited in
Toronto. How is their life? Is their path to immigration sweet or
bitter? How to apply for studying in Canada. These are the issues
that mest readers concern about and also the problems I have inter-
est in. Tl try my best to work out the solution by careful observa-
tion and my personal experience.

After publishing the book: (Living in San Francisco—A Guide
for newcomers to U. S. A) which has made a big hit among read-
ers, World Affairs Press asked me to write another book about
Canada. For that reason, I made a special visit to Canada. As a
twin of my previous book, it is supposed to help readers know the
latest newsabroad, especially about Canada and promote the under-
standing understanding between people of the two countries.

But it is a short—term visit, my knowledge about Canada may
be superfacial and limited. However, as a guide, as the name sug-
gests, 1 still sincerely hope that the book can bring you some new
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practical knowledge. To know the country better, you must put
yourself into it.

Many people at home or abroad helped me when I was writting
and printing the book, I'll show my gratitude in the additional
page.

Yu Binghe
August, 2001 Wuhan
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