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(1) Theophrastus(B. C, —2877)“Characters”.

(2) Sir Thomas Overbury(1581—1613), “Characters”,

(3) John Earle(1601—1665), “Microcosmography”.

(4) Samuel Butler(1612—1680), “Characters”
WA (S, 3 Characterization), dti% 4§ M,
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At the age of fifty we discover that not much is

done in a lifetime, and yet that, notwithstanding all the
immeasurable ignorance and stupidity of the majority
of the race, there is a gradual and sensible victory
being gained over barbarism and wrong of every kind.
I think we may, in some sort, console ourselves, If we
cannot win es fast as we wish, we know that our op-
ponents cannot ih‘thc long run winat all. —Trevelyan’s

Life of John Bright, page 279.
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9. AEEMP M
(1) ¥ The New Republic$

Sir: 1 read with great interest the letter from “A
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Friend of China, * published in your Journal for Feb-
ruary sixth. I heartily share his optimism that “the
situation now developing may be of decided advantage
to all concerned, ” but I entirely disagree with him in
his notion of the ways in which his optimistic dreams
are to be realized. He seems to hold that the solution
of the Far Eastern question lies in Japan’s taking a
“responsible and effective direction of China’s affairs. *
That, in my humble judgment, can never be the real
solution of the problem.
“A Friend of China” seems to have ignored the impor-
tant fact that we are now living in an age of national
consciousness. He forgets that even the Philippines
cannot rest contented under the apparently “beneficial”
rule of the United States. In this twentieth century
no nation can ever hope peacefully to rule over or to
interfere with the internal administrative affairs of
another nation, however beneficial that rule or that
interference may be. The Chinese national consciousness
has exterminated the Manchu rule, and, I am sure, will
always resent any foreign rule or “direction. ”
Moreover, your correspondent has been too drastic
in his estimation of the capacity of the Chinese people
for self-government and self-development. “The Republic.”
says he, “held up to the world as evidencing the rege-

neration of the East has proved, as was bound to be the
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case, a dismal failure......China as a progressive state
has been tried and found wanting. She is incapable of
developing herself. "So runs his accusation. But let me
remind him that the transformation of a vast nation
like China cannot be accomplished in a day. Read such
books as John Fiske’s “The Critical Period of American
History, ” and it will be clear that even the establish-
ment of the American republic was not achieved by a
sudden and miraculous fiat. The Chinese republic has
been no more a failure than the American republic was
a failure in those dismal days under the Articles of
Confederation. The Chinese Revolution occurred in
October, 1911. Three years have hardly passed since the
formation of the republic. Can we yet say, O ye of
little faithy that “China as a progressive state has been
tried and found wanﬁng, " and that “she is incapable
of developing herself”¢

I sincerely believe with President Wilson that
every people has the right to determine its own form
of government. Every nation has the right to be left
alone to work out iis own salvation. Mexico has the
right to revolution. China has her right to her own
development.

Ithaca, N. Y., Feb. 27. Suh Hu.
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ME 4, HeeATH
(2)¥The Outlook#$

Dear Sir,
Permit me to say a few words concerning your

editorial on “Japan and China” which app=ared on Feb.
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24, 1915. As your editorial was largely based upon a
letter to the New Republic from a man who signs
himself “A Friend of China”, I beg to enclose a letter
in which I have endeavored to show the fallacies in
his arguments. In my humblé judgment, the New Repub-
lic correspondent cannot be a true “friend of China”,
nor can he be “an expert in Eastern affairs”, as The
Outlook seems to think.

As one who comes from amorg the Chinese people
and who knows their inspirations and aspirations,
I declare niost emphatically that any attempt to bring
about a Japanese domination or “direction” in China is
no more and no less than sowing the seeds of future
disturbance and bloodshed in China for the countless
years to come. It is true that at the present moment
China is not capable of resisting any “armed” demands,
however unreasonable they may be. But whosoever seeks
to secure “the maintenance of stable conditions in the
East” by advocating Jupanese assumption of the direc-
torship or protectorship of China, shall live to see
youthful and heroic, though not immediately useful,
blood flow all over the Celestial Republicy Have we
not seen anti-Japanese sentiments already prevailing in
many parts of Chinag _

I sincerely believe that the ultimate solution of

the Far Eastern question must be sought in a mutual
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understanding and co-operation between China and Japan.
But that mutual understanding and cooperation cannot
possibly be brought forth by any armed conquest of
the one by the other.

As to China’s capacity for self-development, I refer
you to the enclosed letter to the New Republic, which
you may reproduce, if you so desire.

Very sincerely yours,
Suh Hu

(©F 3L F L
AR &
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10, #HBREGHLIA)
SUH HU SPEAKS UP.
Perhaps on Thomas Carlyle’s good old theory that

every man needs a master, some Western theorists are
arguing that the solution of the Far Eastern question
lies in placing upon Japan the responsible and effective
direction of Chinese affairs. Japan herself takes this
view, it seems, but it is not enthusiastically indorsed
by the government at Washington and it will not harden
into reality without serious remonstrance.

Suh Hu, writing from Ithaca, where we imagine
him to be an active member of the Cornell Cosmopo-
litan Club, does not agree, either. He declares that in
this twentieth century “no natibn can ever hope peace-
fully to rule over or to interfere with the internal
administrative affairs of another nation, however bene-
ficial that rule or that interference may be. ” That
is a sweeping assertion, demanding present modification
in several cases. But China has developed an active and
progressive conscioustess, Suh Hu is right when he
says that the establishment of the American republic
was not accomplished by an instantaneous fiat; and as
a matter of fact he believes that the Chinese republic
is getting along as well as the American republic was
doing at the Critical Period, described by the late John
Fiske.
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“Mexico” concludes Suh Hu, “has the right to
revolution. China has the right to her own development.”
There is some room for argument as regards the first
part of that declaration; none whatever with regard to
the second. A Japanese attempt to assume charge of
China will result in a sea of trouble, and we hope
Japan has statesmen who can see it.

MAENRET
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14, ¥(The Post-Standard (Syracuse) # (3H48)
To the Editor of The Post-Standard:

I feel myself highiy honored to read the favorable
comments you have given to my letter to The New
Republic. I agree with your remark that “a Japancse
attempt to assume charge of China will result in a sea
of trouble, and we hope Japan has statesmen who can
see it. 7 I strongly believe that any attempt to establish
a Japanese directorship in China is no more and no

less than sowing the seeds of disturbance and bloodshed
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in China for the countless years to come. Whosoever
advocates that policy shali live to see that great cata-
strophe befall China and mankind. Have we not seen
anti-Japanese sentiments already prevailing in China?
I thank you for your sympathetic attitude toward
my country.
tthaca, March 3. SUH HU,
BT W R < o
kL,
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