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Natural wonders of the US

Introduction

The United States is a large country with many differ-
ent natural wonders. It goes from the shores of the Atlantic
Ocean to the islands of Hawaii in the Pacific, and from cold,
snowy northern Alaska to sunny Florida in the southeast.
The US experiences almost every kind of weather. Also, it
has many kinds of landscapes — from rocky coasts, to dry
empty deserts, powerful rivers, wide plains and grasslands,
lakes of all sizes, high mountains, great forests, sunny
beaches, and lands of endless winter.

More than 235 million people live in the US. But the
country is very big, so there is still a lot of open space and
natural scenery outside the cities. Americans have tried to
save many of the most beautiful wild areas of the United
States. There are more than 300 national parks, national
seashores, national forests, and recreation areas. The Grand
Canyon, Yosemite Valley, and Yellowstone are among the
more famous national parks. National forests are areas like
the great redwood forests of the Pacific Northwest. National
seashores protect coastal areas and keep them open for the
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public to enjoy.

Recreation areas include lakes and parks in and around
cities such as the Golden Gate Recreation Area near San
Francisco. These places are popular for boating, swimming,
and other outdoor activities.

There are also many state parks and forest areas. In
these parks and wild lands, you can enjoy the beauty and
power of wild America.

Yellowstone park

Yellowstone is the United States’ first and most famous
national park. This large wilderness area® is very high in the
Rocky Mountains of the northwestern US. It includes large
areas of Montana, Wyoming, and Idaho, and it is bigger
than the smallest state in the US.

Yellowstone became the world’s first national park in
1872.

Yellowstone has many different kinds of unusual
scenery. Although millions of people visit the park, the land
remains unchanged — still a wilderness. The valley of the
Yellowstone River has beautifully coloured rocks and three
large waterfalls. In the early morning or evening, visitors
sometimes see moose@, large deer-like animals, or buffalo
eating grass along the shores of Lake Yellowstone. The high
mountains around Yellowstone are covered with evergreen
forests.

Great grizzly bears live there. The bears sometimes
come down into the campgrounds to look for food. Then the

® wilderness area % ¥ K 3,
® moose /mus /¥R
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park rangers® must catch the bears and take them back into
the high mountains. Other wild animals move around freely
in the park.

Yellowstone Park has many areas with hot springs and
geysers@ or hot water fountains. These are caused by heat
from the hot centre of the earth. Old Faithful geyser is the
most famous. Every 70 minutes, Old Faithful sends hot wa-
ter about 150 feet high into the air. Mammoth Hot Springs
is at the northern entrance to the park.

Here, hot spring water runs down over rocks into deep
pools. It looks rather like a fantastic white cake.

When you visit Yellowstone, why not live like a cow-
boy? You can stay at a “dude ranch,” an Old West country
hotel. You’ll enjoy typical cowboy food at an outdoor barbe-
cue. You can ride a horse, or hike along one of the many
paths or trails®.

There are over 1,000 miles of trails around Yellow-
stone. If you like excitement, take a boat trip down the fast
Snake River. Or spend a quiet summer day fishing by a river
or a blue mountain lake.

In winter, Yellowstone Park is covered with heavy
snow , but visitors still come to ski and skate. With clouds of
steam above them and snow all around, Yellowstone’s hot
springs look even more wonderful.

The rocky coast of Maine

The first English settlers built towns from Maine in the
north of the United States to Virginia in the south. In these

® park ranger A REE AR
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Atlantic coast states, there have always been fishermen and
boat builders. In modern times, the northeast coast has also
become a place of summer houses for the rich, a workplace
for writers and artists, and a popular vacation area for city
people. But many people there still make their living from
the sea. .

Fishing is hard work and you can’t always be sure you
will catch anything, as every Maine fisherman will tell you.
Fishermen start work at four o’clock in the morning. The
weather is changeable; fogs and terrible storms can come
very suddenly. In winter, it snows and is freezing cold.

Sometimes fishermen are killed at sea. Many light-
houses have been built on the Maine coast to warn seamen of
dangerous rocks.

Sometimes the fishmen can’t catch enough fish. When
there are too many fish on the market, the price goes down,
and fishermen don’t make much money. Sometimes the gov-
ernment makes fishermen throw fish back into the sea, be-
cause the number of fish in the ocean is getting too small.

There are over 3,000 islands along the Maine coast.
Mount Desert Island in Acadia National Park is one of the
most famous. Acadia is the only national park in the north-
eastern United States. Here, the cold waters of the north
Atlantic crash against tall cliffs and onto rocky beaches.

Whales swim in the ocean and deer live in the forests.
There are over 300 types of birds in the park, and 500 kinds
of wild flowers. The American millionaire John D. Rocke-
feller gave some land to start Acadia National Park. Now
about 4 million visitors come every year to enjoy this beauti-
ful area of Maine’s rocky coast.

by Teresa Cox / Longman
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Music represents a living
history of America

Music is a very important part of our lives. Music is for
dancing, drinking, eating, loving and thinking. Some songs
remind us of our childhood or youth. Others remind us of
the people we love. Many important occasions, like wed-
dings and funerals, have special music. Every nation has a
national song like the American “The Star-Spangled Ban-
ner.®”

In the US, high schools and colleges have school songs
too. Music is a part of the history of America. It expresses
the problems and feelings of its people.

As the years pass, the music grows and changes. Mod-
ern science has also changed music. Inventions like records,
radio, movies, electric instruments, tape recorders and
videos have changed the way we play and listen to music.
They have helped to make music an important form of inter-
national communication.

American music, from the earliest folk songs to modern

® The Star-Spangled Banner E 4B %K (£ EE %)



“pop”, is known around the world. Music is one of
America’s most important exports. It brings the people of
the world together. Even when people cannot understand
the same language, they can share the same music.

Many people learn and practice English by singing
. songs. Understanding American music can help you under-
stand American people, their history and culture. So, as the
song says, “Put a dime in the jukebox®, baby.” Let’s listen

to the music!
The first American music

Native Americans lived in America before Columbus ar-
rived. They had songs for many occasions and they used
drums and other musical instruments. Dancing and music
was an important part of their life and their religion. You
can still hear native American music and see dancing at spe-
cial festivals.

The first British people who came to America were very
religious. They came for religious freedom. Their songs
were simple and they did not use musical instruments in
church.

Soon other people with different forms of the Christian
religion arrived in America. They brought different kinds of
church music from Europe and they used musical instru-
ments like the organ and the piano in the church.

Not all early music was church music. Some people
liked to drink and dance. Many drinking places opened and
fiddle (violin) music and European songs entertained the peo-
ple.

American farmers soon left the east coast to begin new

® jukebox ¥ T & 3w B
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farms further west. The farms were big and far apart.
There were not many towns or churches. Religious leaders,
called preachers, rode horses around the country and
brought religion to the farm people.

To bring the country people together in a large group,
these preachers held “camp meetings.” These religious
meetings were held in big tents. Sometimes thousands of
people went to hear the preachers. Camp meetings often
went on for several days. Popular religious songs were sung
and the music was very lively. People clapped their hands
and tapped their feet to the music®. :

The first camp meeting was held in 1800 and they are
still held today. Many pop stars, for example, Elvis Pres-
ley, first learned to sing and to love music at these meetings.

Early black music

In the South there were large cotton farms called plan-
tations. Growing cotton was very hard work. Slaves were
brought from Africa to work in the fields. The white slave
owners did not let the slaves have drums. They knew that
Africans could use drums to send messages. They were
afraid the slaves would help each other to run away.

Most slave owners did not let the slaves practice their
African dances or their religions. All the slaves had to be-
come Christians. They sang in their own churches on Sun-
day. They sang white religious songs but they added African
rhythms to the music. We call these songs “spirituals®.”
Some spirituals told about the hard life of the slaves or their

@ ... clapped their hands and tapped their feet to the music M # &
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wish to run away.

Although the slaves could not do African dances, in
church they clapped their hands and moved their whole bod-
ies. Today, black religious music is called gospel music.

In Louisiana and the city of New Orleans the slave own-
ers were French. They let the slaves and the free blacks play
drums and horns. They also let them keep their African
dances. Black musicians in New Orleans put European musi-
cal instruments and songs together with African rhythms.
They made a new musical sound which was later called jazz.

Many of the first jazz instruments were home made.
Black people also made rhythm with their hands, feet and
bodies. Later black brass bands, in the French style, be-
came common. These bands played at special times like
weddings and funerals. This new music was called New Or-
leans jazz. Some white bands played it too and gave it the
name Dixieland jazz. You can still hear this early form of
jazz in the city of New Orleans.

The slaves were set free in 1865 after the Civil War be-
tween the North and the South. Since that time black gospel
music and jazz have become an important part of popular
music in America.

by Sonia Eagle / Longman



