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Abstract

T he Silk Road comes across the continent of Europe and Asi-

a———one third of the world’s total landmass. It was an im-

portant line of communication over 7000 kilometers long. Not
only merchandise moved along this route, but also four ancient
cultures met and intermingled. The journey from Gansu province -
to Xinjiang along an ancient highway traversing the vast and
awesome deseris of northwest China gave rise to many fascinat-
ing tales. Here, Han, Hui, Mongolians and Tibetans co— existed
with other small minorities: Tu, Salar, Dongriang, Bonan and
Yrgur. Dongzxiang are Muslin but much of their language is from
ancient Mongolian, Ywgur have two languages—— one group
speak an ancient Turkic language, the other an ancient Mongo-
lian. For The first time, this book makes a comprehensive survey
nf five little known mingrities in details in Gansu and Qinghai. It
presents analysis and authentic description of every aspect of
life ; materials, social and spiritual, lifting the veil about secluded
lives and rich spiritual world. It is as such an anthropological
positive works indispensable for learning and exploring the envi-
ronment and culture of those minorities, these cases came from
fieldwork. Furthermore, the case study seeks to understand how
the rich exchange of cultures along the Silk Road affected minori-
ties relationships’ changes and minorities’ alternation, and con-

tributed to human progress.
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