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SYNOPSIS

Written with vivid language, this
bock privides a systematic description
of the monastic life 1n China, whieh is
full of mysteries for the common people,
It teils the reader about the locatiocus
where the monks conduct activities, how
they attain the full status of a monk by
accepting Buddhist monasuc disciplines,
their unique dress, foodstuffs, and liv-
ing conditions, the religicus ceremonies
and ph:lanthropic activities they hold
in the temples, the temptation of the
secular life to the monks and so on,thus
displaning a series of vivid pictures
of the monastic life in Ancient China
and biinging to light the mufual influ-
ence and inlerpenetration between cus-
toms of the secular life and those of
the mounastic life, Rich in content and
abundantly illustrated with combination
of knowledge, academic value and vivid
description, this book is the first mo-
nograph about the monastic life since

many years,
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