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1. NO BILL

When an English traveller was to return home from Swe-
den,he found that he had only enough money left to get a ticket
back to England. He decided that as it was only a two days’ voy-
age he could get home without eating anything. So he bought a
ticket with the little money he had left and went on board the
ship.

He closed his ears to the sound of the lunch bell,and when
dinner time came,he refused to go down to the dining room,say-
ing that he did not feel well.

The following day he did not get up until breakfast was
over, pretending that he had overslept. At lunch time, too, he
kept out of the way. By dinner time ,however,he was extremely
hungry. “I can’t stand this any longer,” he said to himself. “I
must have something to eat. ” At the dinner table he ate every-
thing put in front of him. When he was quite satisfied, he felt
stronger and called the waiter.

“Bring me the bill,” he said to the waiter.

“The bill?” said the waiter in surprise.

“Yes,” answered the traveller.

“There isn’t any bill here,” said the waiter. “On this ship

meals are always included in the ticket. ”




Words and Expressions

Sweden /'swiidon/ a.

be to

voyage /'voiidz/ n.
go on board

dining room

pretend /pri'tend/ wv.
keep out of

oversleep /'ouva'sli:p/
extremely /iks'tri:mli/
waiter /'weita/ n.
bill /bil/ n.
include /in'kluid/ w.

Exercises

I . Answer the following questions
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1. What did the English traveller find before he was to return

home from Sweden?

2. What did the English traveller decide to do then?

3. What did he do before he went on board the ship?

4. Why did he close his ears to the sound of the lunch bell?
5. Why was there no bill for meals on the ship?

I. Choose the best answer (A,B,C or D) in the following:

1. The English traveller pretended not to be hungry because

A. it was a short voyage

B. there was no food served on the ship

C. he had no money left for food



D. nobody was allowed to eat on the ship

2. The waiter told the traveller that there was no bill because

A.meals were on all ships
B. he only had one meal
C. meals could be paid for later
D. he had paid for the meals when he bought the ticket
3. The word “bill” in “Bring me the bill. ” means
A. written statement of money owed for goods or services
supplied
B. the part of a bird with which to feed itself
C.a menu that everybody can refer to
D. a banknote that the mint(G& i) has just produced
4. The traveller did not have lunch the first day because

A. he was not hungry
B. he had had too much for breakfast
C. he did not like the food on the ship
D. he did not have enough money
5. “I can’t stand this any longer. ” This statement means the
traveller
A. cannot stand up because of hunger
B. cannot stay there any longer
C. could not go on a voyage

D. could not wait to have something to eat

Translation
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Key
I.
1. He found that he had only enough money left to get a ticket
back to England.
2. He decided that he could get home without eating anything
as it was only a two days’ voyage.
3. He bought a ticket with the little money he had left.
4. He had no money to buy anything to eat. So he pretended
not to know anything about the meal.

5. Meals were always included in the ticket.

1.C 2.D 3.A 4.D 5.D



2. THE FAT CAT

Just before giving a great party at his large garden,a fat cat
had his swimming pool filled with poisonous snakes. He called
the gucests together and announced. “To anyone brave enough to
swim across this pool,1 will give the choice of a thousand acres of
my oil fields.10.000 head of cattle or my daughter’s hand in
marriage, "

No sooner were his words spoken than a young man jumped
in. swam across the pool and climbed out — not harmed but
breathless. “Congratulations!” the fat cat greeted him. “Do you
want my oil fields?”

“No!” said the guest.

“The 10,000 head of cattle?”

“No!” the young man shouted.

“Well,how about my daughter?”

“Not”
“You must want something,” said the surprised owner.
“1 just want to know the name of the fellow who pushed me

int”

Words and Expressions

swimming pool /23, &1
poisonous  /'paizenas/ adj. HEMN



guest /gest/ . LN

announce /a'nauns/ w. =1

acre /'eika/ =. P

cattle /'kaetl/ n. 4

marriage /'meerid3/ n. 1S , G5 1%

no sooner ... than e ees ¥t

harm /ham/ w. FE.E

breathless /'breblis/ adj. A LR, ERAEE
K

congratulations /kangretju'leifenz/ =». HH

greet /griit/ w. (46 , 3T 47

owner /'ouna/ n. ENHEE

Exercises

I . Answer the following questions:

1. What did the fat cat do before he gave a great party at his
large garden?

2. What did he announce to the guests?

3. What happened immediately after the fat cat finished
speaking?

4. What did the fat cat do to the young man when the latter
climbed out?

5. What did the young man want from the fat cat?

I . Choose the best answer (A,B,C or D) in the following:
1. The young man jumped into the swimming pool
A. to show that he was brave
B. to get the snakes out of it

C. to win the prize




D. with no intention to do so
2. What was the fat cat’s purpose to have his swimming pool
filled with poisonous smokes?
A. To show that he was wealthy.
B. To find out which of the guests would be the bravest.
C. To make the party attractive.
D. To frighten the guests.
3. How would the young man feel when he climbed out of the
pool?
A. he was happy to win the prize.
B. He was frightened to death.
C.He was angry for being pushed into the pool.
D. He wanted to thank the person who pushed him into the
pool.
4. What is a fat cat in English?
A. A foolish but wealthy one.
B. A bad egg.
C. A crazy one.
D. A rich and important one.
5. When he climbed out of the pool,the young man was not
harmed by
A. the pool
B. the water
C. any of the snakes

D. anything hard on the bottom of the pool

Translation
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4. He greeted him, saying “Congratulations !
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. He had his swimming pool filled with poisonous snakes.

. He announced to the guests that he would give the choice
of a thousand acres of his oil fields, 10,000 head of cattle,
or his daughter’s hand in marriage,to anyone brave enough
to swim across the pool.

. A young man jumped in,swam across the pool and climbed

out.

'"

5. He wanted nothing but the name of the fellow who had

pushed him into the pool.

.D 2.8 3.C 4.D 5.C




