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picturel: A well ~ preserved
prince’ mansion in Beijing. It
has a gate of 5 —bay across
with three pairs of doors at the
center. (Photographed by
Zhang Guangtai)
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picture2: Mansion of Princess
Xun. It has a gate of 3 - bay
across with one pair of doors at
the center. (Photographed by
Li Mingzhi}
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picture3: The Guangliang gate with a pair of

stepping — stones for mounting or dismounting
¥ e v ._.r\a from a horse in fromt of the gate building
e (Photographed by Li Haichuan)



AR 4 FA WIS EY &)

pictured: The simple yet elegant —looking

Ruyi gate (Photographed by Ma Yuezeng)
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picture6: A close —up of drum stone
( Photographed by Zhang Guangtai)
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picture5: A pair of exquisite drum stones
of the Ming Dynasty (Photographed by
Zhang Guangtai)
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picture7: A pair of rectangular gate pillows
carved with designs of 8 immortals pre-
sented in a concealed way ( Photographed by
Zhang Guangtai)
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picture8: A stene tablet standing on Chengx-
ian Strect in Beijing, on which are inseribed

the words™Civil and miliary officials dismount

here. " ( Photographed by Zhang Guangtai)
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picture9: An ancient gate building with old
locust trees in front of it(Photographed by
Zhang Guangtai)

AW LTI — b B A (R AR

picturell: A pair of stepping-stone for

mounting or dismounting from a horse in front
of a gate (Photographed by Zhang Guangtai )
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picturel0: Stone tablet inscribed with“Shi
Gandang of Mount Tai", preserved in the
Sixth Alley of Dongsi in Beijing(Photoraphed
by Li Haichuan)
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picture12: Well — preserved” posts " for
tethering  horses ( Photographed by

Zhang Guangtai)
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picturel3: A close — up of a"post” for
tethering horses in Doufuchi Alley in :
Dongcheng District( Pholographed by
liu Jincheng)
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picturel5: A unipuely designes Yanchi or wild -
goose — wing shaped screen wall( Photographed

by Zhang Guangtai)
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picture14: A YiZi screen wall or screen wall in a
row in front of a Cuangliang gate ( Photographed
by Zhang Guangtai)
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piclurel6: A fine brick carving on the head of a Ruyi gate of a quadrangle. The upper part of
the railing board is a pattern entitled” The Eight Buddhist Treasures”and the lower part is one
entitled “The Seven Quustanding Scholars of the Bamboo Grove. "It is really a fine example

of pillar brick — carvings. (Photographed by Zhang Guangtai)
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picturel8: An exquisite brick carving on the gate

head{ Photographed by Ma Yuezeng)
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piclurel7: A Ruyi gate with exquisite brick carvings

on its lintel (Photographed by Li Mingde)



> E20kEEEASERT
B RR (& B

picture20: The Kylin
(Unicorn) Stele of the Yuan
Dynasty, treasured up in the
Drum Tower in  Beijing
{ Photographed by Li Mingde)
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8 picturel9: Beijing siheyuan

(a compound with houses
around courtyard) in sum-

mer{taken by Ma Yuezeng)

AF 21 LRFHE IS R
picture2]: The Memorial Temple of
Wen Tianxiang(Photographed by
Liu Songnian)
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picture22:  Tourists in {ront of the Pi Yong
Pavilion inthe [mperial College{Photographed by

Zeng Yixuan)
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picture23: Foreign guest learning to make
jiaozi (dumpling) in the house of a
quadrangle  resident (Photographed by

Zeng Yixuan)
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picture24: Youngsters touring the alleys

{Photoraphed by Zeng Yixuan)
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picture25:  The former residence of Lao

She (taken by Liu Songnian)



L EAF - E
3 REE)

An existing bridge gallery
(vverhead building  pro-
jection spanning a lane)in
Beijing ( Photographed by
Han Shurong)
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The Bell Tower in Beijing
( Photographed by Liu
Jingcheng)
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An ancient temple in an alley:

Zhanhua Temple ( Photographed

by Ma Yuezeng)

S L

«
-

bR LT R (URE )

An exquisite brick carving on an arched

gate ( Photographed by Liu Songnian)
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Foreword m___

Foreword

by Shu Yi

In Beijing, clusters of neighboring siheyuan
(quadrangles), low and gray, make small alleys,
which, orderly laid out like a chessboard, run all
either from south to north or east to west. Alleys
of this sort, termed hutong in Peking dialect,
enjoy a history of more than 800 years. Along
them one can not only spot uniquely-designed
buildings, extremely beautiful courtyards, old trees
planted by grandfathers, lovely flowers and plants,
and the special layout representing the great
harmony between heaven and man, but also fully
appreciate the most harmonicus link between man
and nature by sensing space here and there as well
as motioning in stationariness. All these have made
alleys in Beijing an extraordinary wonder viewed in
no other metropolises of the world.

Alleys are the badge, the symbol and the pride

of Beijing.

The city of Beijing comprises two parts: one
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being the imperial palaces and gardens, the other

blocks of residential alleys and quadrangles. The
former are mainly scenic places of historic
interests, while the latter are both bundles of
constructions for civil use and components of
culture. The two parts, combined together,
formed the integrated city of Beijing.

Inhabited by ordinary people,' alleys are
secular and embrace everything, thus symbolizing a
larger, broader and more profound existence.

The alleys in Beijing are unique in the world,
so one has no choice but to come here in Beijing if
he wants to have a look at them.

The alleys in Beijing are the carrier of history
in that almost every part of it involves some
stories, implications and “humanistic contents, so
they are the cradle and the treasure house of
historical materials, folk customs and folktales.

The alleys in Beijing have formed a specialized
branch of knowledge, each of their minute details,
really vivid, interesting and lovely, containing a
great deal 1o be studied and recounted.

It is of much practical value to compile a

guidebook concerning the alleys in Beijing, for,

compiled in a comprehensive and concise way, the

guidebook here, not merely portable and easy to
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consult, but informative and appealing, is really a

novel reference book for a special purpose and can
be regarded as a small encyclopedia of alleys.
Accordingly, I am heartily glad for its birth and
wish it good luck.

In the process of urban modernization, the
fate of alleys in Beijing has met with deadly attacks
and threats. If not properly dealt with, most of
them will disappear in a short period and even the
main layout can hardly be maintained. At this
crucial time, the birth of A Guidebook to Alleys in
Beijing is quite a blessing for the protection of
alleys, as it makes it possible for people to acquire a
better understanding of alleys through more contact
with them and thus develop a deeper affection for
them, which may, in turn, bring more protection
and care to them.

Cherishing so deep a love for alleys, 1 hope |
am not going too far in confiding here what I
thought, especially my personal concern, about the
alleys in Beijing in this brief introduction, simply

as a foreword.
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Li Mingde

Member of Beiing Cultural
Relics Protection Association
and member of China Drama-
tists Association. Born in Beijing
in 1941, he has been engaged
in the study of the art of gate
building in Beiing’ s alleys and
Beijing’ s folk customs for
many years and has published
over 100 articles on magazines
and newspapers. His work. The
Art of Gate Buildings in Beijing’
s Alleys, was published by the
International Culture Publishing
Corporation. In recent years he
has worked with CCTV and
Beijing TV in shooting special
subject serials on Beiing’s al—
leys and folk customs.




