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Preface

FAN Jinshi & CAI Weitang

In 1914, aiming at observing Dunhuang of China, the Russian Commission of the Central and Eastern Asian Study organized
the Second Western Region Survey Expedition, consisting of five members. The leader was Oldenburg, an expert of studies
of Buddhism, ancient history of the Central Asia, arts and ethnic culture. Other members were Dudin, a painter and
photographer, Smirnov, a topographic surveyor, Romberg, an ethnologist, and Berkenberg, an artist. The Survey Expedition
got into Xinjiang from Russia and crossed the Gobi Desert in 1914 and reached Dunhuang in August the same year. They
stayed investigating Dunhuang for six months and left the Mogao Grottoes and returned to Russia in January 1915 O,

During their stay in the Mogao Grottoes of Dunhuang in six months, they noted down details of most of the Mogao Grottoes,
made copies of some inscriptions on the Dunhuang murals, drew a general elevation and level plans of the caves in the
southern part and took a large number of photos of both the interior and exterior of the caves. This investigation was the
beginning of the archaeological studies of the Dunhuang Grottoes, and was of pioneering importance, which was more
comprehensive and meticulous than the work done earlier by British Aurel Stein (1862-1943AD) and French Paul Pelliot
(1878-1945AD). It's really a pity that the fruits of the investigation were then allowed to rest, covered with dust, thus, rarely
known by the public and not published yet in print. Thanks to the Shanghai Chinese Classics Publishing House's enthusiasm
in publishing these Dunhuang Buddhist statues, frescoes and valuable manuscripts, an agreement was reached after
consultations held with the Russian side, and people were sent to and from Russia to sort out and photograph materials
concerned. Eventually, in cooperation with the Dunhuang Academy, the Publishing House would publish the Dunhuang
historical relics scattered in St. Petersburg and the photos, surveys and drawings, copies and records of examination and
correction done by the Russian Survey Expedition in the Mogao Grottoes of Dunhuang. The publishing is a great event in

the world of the Dunhuang study and will play a positive role in promoting the development of the Dunhuang study in the
world.

The situation and value of the photos of the interior and exterior of the Mogao Grottoes taken during the Russian Survey

Expedition's stay observing in Dunhuang are introduced as follows.

The photos reflecting the Mogao Grottoes taken by the Oldenburg Survey Expedition account for some 2,000 from which
the book includes some 1000 photos. The book records not only the shapes color statues and mural paintings of 150 caves,
but also cliff facades and historical remains in front of the caves. British M. A. Stein published in print over 55 photos of 16
caves and French P. Pelliot did over 300 photos of more than 100 caves in his collection of photos of the Dunhuang Grottoes.
Compared with the forerunners, Russian Oldenburg took more photos and fully recorded all kinds of historical remains in
front of the Mogao Grottoes, especially those of cave cliff facades and historical remains in front of the caves that were not
recorded by the forerunners. It is also the first time of full and systematical recording of the Mogao Grottoes that are of high
research value. 86 years has passed since the Oldenburg Survey Expedition took these photos. In the 86 years that elapsed,
the Mogao Grottoes witnessed great changes and the cultural relics deteriorated gradually before people know it. Cultural
relics of the caves were stolen and broken during the period when there was no administration. As the Dunhuang Academy
was founded, unreasonable architecture in front of the caves were dismantled, and the cave environment was basically kept
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as the original after the cave cliff facades were maintained and consolidated. But they still changed a little after sorting and

transformation. Oldenburg's photos are comparatively full and realistic records of the Mogao Grottoes in the early twentieth
century, which should be a precious historical archive.

According to the themes, the monochrome photos of the Mogao Grottoes taken by the Russian Survey Expedition are mainly
divided into two parts as the cave interior and exterior.

According to the actual sorting and counting, there are some 900 photos that reflect the interior of some 150 caves
accounting for the absolute majority. Photos for each cave number few or many. The few account for 1-2, while the many
40-50. They are in full or partial views, systematic but with key points attached. The cave numbers used in the photos
following Paul Pelliot's order of cave numbers were marked on photo sides. A comparatively large number of photos had
cave numbers unmarked. Few cave numbers marked did not agree with the actual cave numbers. In this book, photos are
arranged by Paul Pelliot's order of cave numbers originally used with the Dunhuang Academy's order of cave numbers
added. The caves reflected in the photos date from the years of the Northern Liang dynasty (397-439AD), through the years
of the Song dynasty (960-1279AD) and to the years of the Yuan dynasty (1206-1368AD). From the photos, one can see, in
particular, Buddhist statues and frescoes. The statues embrace Buddha, disciple, Bodhisattva, Lokapala, Vajrapanibalin, etc.,
in a series or in separation. The frescoes show portraits of Buddha, donor, god and spirit, pictures of Buddhist story, sutra

story and Buddhist biography, decorative patterns, as well as important inscriptions and notes in full or in part.

The existing photos reflecting the exteriors of the caves include outer facades of the caves, exteriors of the Mogao Grottoes
and architectural remains, totaling 141. Among them, 86 reflect outer facades of the southern caves, 25 the northern caves,
and 30 outlooks of the Mogao Grottoes or historical remains of stupa.

Photos reflecting the outer facades of the southern caves were taken in sections and layers. For caves shadowed with thick
woods, finding views were zoomed out with 2-3 caves or 5-6 caves a shot, for caves with sparse woods, more caves a shot.
Such carefully taken photos reflecting the cave exterior comprise the whole view of the exterior of the southern Mogao
Grottoes. The photos fully record the actual positions of the caves, cliffs out of the caves, remains of beam and rafter holes,
passageways linking the caves, as well as some frescoes, statues, cave eaves of wood structure in the front rooms of the
caves.

Photos reflecting the outer facades of the northern caves were taken in sections in large and small range of scenes with long
and short shot of the caves from south to north. Almost all the cave niches with cliff facade were included except a few caves
in the northern end, which is a portrayal true to the northern cave facade. Among these caves, only 5 have been numbered
(Cave D.461-465), and Cave P.181 (D.464) and Cave P.182 (D.465) were located within the northern caves. In recent years,
the Dunhuang Academy has checked up on the whole northern caves and unitarily numbered the existing cave niches, and
243 caves have been numbered excluding those already numbered. In sorting out Oldenburg's photos today, the Dunhuang

Academy's order in numbering the northern caves were adopted for the first time with the abbreviation"D. B.".

Oldenburg is the first one who photographed the exterior of the southern and northern Mogao Grottoes. He recorded not only
statues and murals of artistic value but also outer facades of these caves of less artistic value but of much important value to
archaeological studies, ancient architecture research, and cultural relics preservation study. This showed sound judgment and

was hence worthy of esteem.
Photos reflecting the exterior of the Mogao Grottoes were taken in sections with long shots. They tell the original
geographical position, the surrounding environment, and the outlook of the Mogao Grottoes as well as the relics along the

banks of the Dangquan River.

Photos reflecting architectural relics in the vicinity of the Mogao Grottoes include those relics scattered over tablelands in
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front of the caves, above ceilings of the caves, along the east bank of the Dangquan River, as well as pagodas and castles in
the Chengcheng Gulf south of the Mogao Grottoes of the Song, Yuan and Qing dynasties.

Those photos reflecting the Mogao Grottoes taken by Oldenburg are faithful representation of the Mogao Grottoes over 80
years ago. For nearly 100 years, great changes have taken place as the Mogao Grottoes have survived decades of turmoil.

The photos are one of the important materials recording changes of a century, and Oldenburg's photos are in themselves
precious historical archives of the Mogao Grottoes.

After 1950s, efforts were made to reinforce, many times, precipitous cliffs of the southern Mogao Grottoes in large scale.
After reinforcement, the southern Mogao Grottoes and cliffs have been in good repair and out of dangerous state of collapse.
Passageways linking top and bottom, left and right were built, and thus the cultural heritage is well preserved. But the
reinforced project has made the ancient cave cliffs hidden by laid bricks and people cannot see the original appearance with
their naked eyes. All the records of the caves before being repaired and reinforced are of precious value in understanding and
investigating the vicissitudes of cliff exterior of ancient caves, the traffic and mutual relations between the caves, the
renovation and use of the caves through the ages and the building of wood structure of eaves over the caves. They also form
an important base for our study of the historical relics of cliff beam and rafter holes and help us infer and restore ancient

cave architecture. Among them, Oldenburg's photos are of best value for their full, accurate and early shots.

Due to the natural influence of long years' erosion by winds and sands and hundreds of years without management, the
murals of the Mogao Grottoes suffered various diseases and deteriorated gradually. Some had wall paint peeled off, and
some had vague appearance. But in some of Oldenburg's photos, clear and full murals are retained. For example, photos of
the cave numbered P.182 (D.465), reflecting Tibetan Buddhism in the western fresco of the northern caves peeled off early in

the century, but in Oldenburg's photos, it looks as good as the original. Such kind of photos is of high value of cultural relics.

In addition to the natural factor, more severe sabotage in the Mogao Grottoes was brought artificially, which analyzed mainly
as follows. Pits were dug for cooking food in the caves and the smoke spoiled the frescoes as shown by the caves numbered
P.015 (D.155), P.1572 (D.342), P.159b (D.347) and P119b (D.452). It was common that travelers cut and inscribed their
names on the frescoes, which spoiled the frescoes at the same time, and what is more, some so-called foreign explorers
sought dirty tricks as to tear off, strip, cut the frescoes and steal the statues, etc. Such conditions are all reflected in the
Oldenburg's photos. For example, in 1924, American Langdon Warner tore off, with adhesive plaster, some 20 frescoes of
the Mogao Grottoes. The frescoes include the likeness of disciples and Bodhisattva on both sides of a main Buddha in the
picture Buddha Preaching the Law of the southern fresco of the cave numbered P.139 (D.320), Bodhisattva of the middle
part in the Bao-Yu-Jing-Bian of the southern fresco of the Cave P.1392 (D.321), some parts of the picture of scripture story of
gold Buddha drifting down the river in Yangdu of the middle part of the southern fresco of the Cave P.140 (D.323), and
attendant Devakanya in the lllustrated Aparimitayus-sutra of the southern fresco of the Cave P.149 (D.335). All the above
frescoes were torn off with adhesive plaster, with mottled traces remained on the cliff walls. But in Oldenburg's photos in
1914, they are as good and complete as the originals. Quite a few Buddhism statues of the Mogao Grottoes were lost. Some
were stolen by Warner, some were dropped out to Russia. The statue head of the hard practicing Bodhisattva in the westward
niche of the central pillar of the Cave P.124 (D.435) and the two beast statues on both southern and northern sides out of the

western niche of the Cave P.1392 (D.321) are all collected in Russia. In Oldenburg's photos, the two original animal statues
sit in the Cave P.1392 (D.321). The Russian Survey Expedition must have robbed them after taking shots at them.

Some frescoes were cut down and taken away such as the inscription of vows in the lower part of the second picture Buddha
Preaching the Law from the west of the northern fresco of the Cave P.120™ (D.285). The attempted cutting spoiled parts of

the inscription. In Oldenburg's photos, there is a close-up shot of the inscription in full, with which we can fill the vacancy.
The Cave P.181 (D.464) was drawn during the years of the Western Xia regime (1038-1227AD) and the Yuan dynasty

(1206-1368AD). The existing fresco has many parts cut off, and everywhere in the fresco scenes of devastation and

travelers' inscriptions meet the eye, and thus the drawings of the fresco are blurred. Some parts of Samantamukhaparivarto
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namavalokitesvara-vikurvana-nirdesa created during the years of the Western Xia regime on the southern, western and
northern walls of the main room and drawings of Sudhana-sresthi-daraka Paying His Respect to the Buddha created during
the years of the Yuan dynasty on the southern and northern walls of the front room were all cut off or spoiled, about which

we filled with bitter hatred. Oldenburg's photos are most precious as he photographed these frescoes completely and
thoroughly before they were spoiled and sabotaged.

After 1915 when Oldenburg took shots of the Mogao Grottoes, activities of Buddhism such as erecting and rebuilding
Buddha statues kept on going in the Dunhuang Grottoes. The symbolic 9-storey structure numbered Cave P.078 (D.096) and
the "North Grand Buddha Statue' known in history in this cave were all rebuilt then. According to an inscription on a tablet
of the Tang dynasty (618-907AD), this cave was drawn in the early years of the Tang dynasty in a 4-storey form. It was
extended to a 5-storey structure through the years of the late Tang dynasty and the Song dynasty (960-1279AD). The existing
9-storey structure was rebuilt during the years between the 17th year and the 24th year (1928-1935AD) of the Minguo
period. In Oldenburg's photos, the cave numbered P.078 (D.096) is a S-storey structure. The photos illustrated the actual
condition of the cave after it was rebuilt in the 24th year (1898AD) of the reign of Emperor Guangxu of the Qing dynasty
(1616-1911AD) and before it was reconstructed during the years of the Minguo period and recorded the history of building
the cave. For instance again, a comparative number of Buddha statues were supplemented and remolded and re-erected in
some caves. Among them, the supplemented statues were molded with clumsy skill and technology. Such kind of statues had
been regarded as the works of the Qing dynasty, while some of which were actually created during the years of the Minguo

period. Correction can be made according to Oldenburg's photos. This provides us a little information about the construction
of the Mogao Grottoes in the first 50 years of the century from another source. '

Oldenburg's photos reflecting the Mogao Grottoes were taken 7 or 8 years later than those taken and published in Paul
Pelliot's An Illustrated Catalogue of the Dunhuang Grottoes published between 1920 and 1924, which has been used by
academic world widespread with a great influence. Through a rough comparison between the two, each has its own features.
The caves photographed in detail by Paul Pelliot were shot in brief or not shot by Oldenburg, and the caves shot in brief or
not shot by Paul Pelliot were photographed in detail by Oldenburg. There are about over 30 caves photographed by Paul
Pelliot not shot by Oldenburg. There are some 80 caves not shot by Paul Pelliot photographed by Oldenburg. Such a
situation may result from Oldenburg's meeting Paul Pelliot or perfect mutual understanding before Oldenburg headed his
Survey Expedition for the Dunhuang Grottoes®. On the whole with regard to the photos reflecting the Dunhuang Grottoes,
those shot by Oldenburg are more than double of those published by Paul Pelliot. After being printed and published, this

batch of photos shot by Oldenburg can be consulted together with Paul Pelliot's collection of photos already published. They

can make up for each other's deficiency.

Annotation

(D See also Menshikov's Preface, Fu Xianzhan's Preface in the Dunhuang Art Relics Collected in Russia, Volume 1, published by the Shanghai Chinese Classics
Publishing House in December 1997.

@E. G. Oldenburg: Cave Notes *‘The main responsibility of the work was carried out by Oldenburg in the years between 1908 and 1909. Before that, he went to
Berlin to meet Professor Grunvegely and went to Paris to meet Professor Paul Pelliot and held consultations with either forerunner in the investigation of Xinjiang,

China.

English translation by WANG Renfang
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P. is the abbreviation of Pelliot, while D. is the Dunhuang Academy
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