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Chinese Pagodas

Abstract The pagoda is an important mark and symbol of an-
cient Chinese civilization, and a type in ancient Chinese architec-
ture as well. Along with the spread of Buddhism into China, the
temples of Buddhism founded with distinctive Chinese features
underwent a general development. As an item and a component
part in temples and through being built over a long period of time,
pagodas are not only great in number, but also substantial in con-
tent. Miniature pagodas can serve as carved works of art or sou-
venirs; tall pagodas are ancient multi-storey buildings involving the
problem of construction, and at the same time due to continuous
improvement, they become more solid and durable.

The expression of the ancient pagoda itself has exceeded its
own value and significance as a building, and also synthesized the
values of different disciplines including history, the study of culture
and religion, philosophy, art, archaeology, ethnology and even
tourism.

This book is the culmination of decades of research of Mr.
Zhang Yuhuan, an expert of ancient architecture and a historian of
architecture who is celebrated both at home and abroad. It makes
an exposition on the pagodas in the respects of historical classifi-
cation, internal construction and social culture and art with very
precise determination of their dates. It inquires into and analyses
the evolution and system of pagodas, makes restoration drawings for
the major ones of importance, and its classification for pagodas is
particularly original, all of which may also be regarded as an ex-
tension of ancient Chinese and oriental culture. Hence, the book is
of value to be consulted and collected by workers on ancient Chi-
nese culture in the teaching, study and design of ancient buildings

as well as for researchers of Buddhism.
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