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Introduction

- The idioms occupy an important place in the Chinese Lan-
guage. Being already simple in construction,-having significance
in their imagery, flexibilitiy in usage and also being rich in na-
tional spirit, we find ther. uied widely throughout the Chinese
language.

Proper comprehension and usage of Chinese idioms are not
difficult for Chinese, but are not such a simple task for
foreigners. ‘

Thus, in order to help our foreign friends study, master and
use Chinese idioms, we have compiled “The dictionary of Chinese
idioms.” »

Chinese idioms are not only numerous but also, being creat-
ed constantly are modified along with the changes in society.
With this in mind, we have decided to only include the most cur-
rent idioms, altogether numbering 2.000.

They are all marked with the practical pronunciation, ex-
plained in both Chinese language and English, and also with nec-
essary examples.

The idioms that we collected for the present dictionary are
placed in alphabetic order.

If the first character of the idioms have the same pronuncia-
tion, then they are arranged in the order of first tone, second
tone, third tone and finally, fourth tone. If both pronunciation
and tone are the same, then they are arranged according to the
number of strokes in the character.
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Furthermore, the dicticnary 1< followed by an ‘ index’
reference. '

The compilers of the present d..tionary are: Ma Zhonglin,
Yang Guozhang, Sun Dexiang, and Zhang Lanxin. The English
translation was made by Yang Xue and Fan Jianmin, collated by
Mr. Gerald Crimp and Miss Lynn Kalinauskas from Canada.

. May, 1989
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