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To avoid the various foolish opinions
to which mankind is prone®, no super-
human genius is required, A few simple
rules will keep you, not from all error,
tut from silly error,

If the matter is one that can be set-
tled by observation,make the observation
yourself Aristotle@could have avoided the
mistake of thinking that women have few-
er teeth than men, by the simple device
of asking Mrs Aristotle to keep her
mouth open while he counted He did not do
so because ho thought he knew, Thinking
that you know when in fact you don’tis a
fatal mistake,to which we are all prone I
believe myself that hedgehogs eat black
beetles, because 1 have been told that
they do; but if | were writing a book on

BEARBESO LM AENED & 1 =
Bk, REEAMA G, BEILAREN RN,
TREE R3S — DU ER R, Hh T R0 4o TS P A .,

EREHESES MEFER, Retxa L
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— 3, MRRPPX R, MBEX 20, B
WA AE, REAIEE, S EHAA
B, XR—ANHAPEIR, RNEHIN X £ H
2, BAGRBRCER LM, BEiAFEXLE
Fitko B2, WRBREE—AKREIERE, B
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the habits of hedgehogs,I sﬁouid not com:-
mit myself until | had seen one enjoying
this unappetizing diet®, Aristotle, how-
ever,was less’ cautious, Ancient and medie-
val authors knew all about unicoras and
salemanders®; not one of ‘them thought

it necessary to avoid dogmatic statements
aboutthem because he had never seen
one of them,

Many matters,however,are less easily
brought to the test of experience, 1f, like
most of mankind,you have passionate con-
victions on many such matters,there are
ways in which you can make yourself aware
of your own bias, If an opinion conirary
to vour own makes you angry, thatis
a sign that you are subconsciously aware
of having no good reason for thinking as
you do, If someone maintains that two
2nd two are five,or that Iceland is on the
equator,you feel pity rather. than' anger,
wnless you know so little of arithmetic or
geography that his opinion shakes your-
own contrary conviction, The most savage
controversies are those about matters as
to which there is no good evidence either
way, Persecution is used in theology, not
in arithmetic, because in arithmetic there
is knowledge,but i© theology there is omly
opinion, So whenever you find yourself
getting angry about a difference of epinioun,
be on your guard; you will probably find,
on examinatioﬁ, that your belief is going

beyound what the evidence warrants.

A good way of riding yourself of cer-.

tajn kinds of dogmatism is to become
aware of opinions held in social circles dif-
ferent from your own, When'I was young,
I lived much outside my own country
—in France,Germany,ltaly,and the Unit-

ed States,! found this very profitable in
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diminishing the intensity of insular pre-
judice,

For those who have enough psycholo-
gical imagination,it is a good plan to im-
agine an argument with a person havinz
a different bias, This has one advantage,
and only one,as compared with actual
convereation with opponents; this one
advantage is that the method is not sub-
ject to the same limitations of time and
space,Mahatma® Gandhi deplored rail-
ways and steamboats and machinery; he
would have liked +{o undo the whole of
the industrial revolution, You may never
have an opportunity of actually meeting
any one who holds this opinion, because
in Western countries most people take
the advantages of modern technique for
granted, ®But if you want to make sure
that you are right in agreeing with the
prevailing opinion,you will find it a good
plan to test the arguments that occur to
you® by considering what Gandhi might
have said in refutation of them, 1 have
sometimes bho-a led actually to change my
mind as a result of this kind of imagina-
ry dialogue,and,short of ®this,I have fre-
auently found myself growing less dog-
matic and cocksure through realizing the
possible reasonableness of a hypothetical
opponent,

Be very wary of opinions that flatter
your self-esteem, Both men and women,
nine times out of ten,are firmly convincsd
of the superior excellence of their own
sex,There is abundant evidance on both
sides If you are a man,you can point out
that most poets and men of science are
male; if you are a woman,you can rsetort
that so are most criminals, The question

is inherently insolubls, but ssli-esteem
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conceals this from most people, We are

all, whatever part of the world we come
from,persuaded that our own nation is su-
Seeing that®each

nation has its characteristic merits and de-

perior to all others,

merits,we adjust our standard of values so
as to make out that the merits possessed
by our nation are the really importantones,
while its demerits are comparatively triv-
ial,Here,égain,the rational man will admit
that the question is one to which there
is no demonstrably right answer, It is more
difficult to deal with ti: self-esteem of
man as man,because we cénnot argue out
th: matter®with some¢ non-human mind,
Ths only way I know of dealing with
this genaral human conceit is to remind
ourselves that man is a brief episode in
the life of a small planet in a little cor-
wer of the universe,and  that for aught
we know@,other parts of the cosmos may
contain beings. as superior. io ourselves
as we are to jelly-fish,

(From Unpopular Essays)
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0f Ceremonies and Respects

Francis Bacon

HE THAT is only real had need have
exceeding great parts of virtue;as the stone
had need to be rich that is set without
foil;but if a man mark it well, it is in
praise and commendation of men,It is true,
that small matters win great commenda-
tion,because they are continually in use
and in note; whereas the occasion of any
great virtue cometh but on festivals;there-
fore it doth much add to a man®s reputa-
tion, and is(as Queen Isabella®said) like

perpetual letters commendatory,to have
good forms,To attain them,it almost suffi-
ceth not to despise them;for so shall a man
observe them in others;and let him trust
himself with the

much to express them, he shall lose their

rest; for if he labor too

grace,which is to be natural and unaffec-
ted, Some men’s behavior is lke a verse
wherein every syllable is measured; how
can a man comprehond great matters, that
breaketh his mind too much to small ob-
servations?

Not to use ceremonies at all is to teach
others not to use them again, and so di-
minisheth respect to himself; especially
they be not to be omitted to strangers and
formal natures®; but the dwelling upon®
them,and exalting them above the moon,

is not only tedious,but doth diminish the
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{aith and credit of him that speaks;and,
certainly,there is a kind of conveying of

cffectual and imprinting passages amongst

compliments ,which is of singular use,if

a man can hit uponQ@it,

Amongst a man’s peers,a man shallbe
surc of familiarity,and,therefore,itis good
a littlc to keep state, Amongst a man’s in-
feriors,one shall be surc of reverence,and
therefore it is good a little to be fami-
liar,He that is too much in any thing,so
that he giveth another occasion of ‘saticty,
maketh himself cheap, To apply cne’sell
to others is good,so it be with demen-
stration that'a man doth it upon regard,
and not upon facility, It is a2 good precepi
another,

generally in seconding yet to

add somewhat eof one’s own:as,if you
wiil grant his opinion,let it be with some
distinction;if you will follow his metion,
fet it be with condition;if yvou allow his
counsel, let it be with alleging further
reason,

Men had need bewarc bow they be too
perfect in® compliments; for he they
theiren-

never so sufficient otherwise,

viers will be sure to give them that attri--
buta to the disadvantage of their greater
loss, also, in business,
or to be too

virtues, It is
to be too full of respects,
curious in observing times and opportuni-
ties, Solomon saith, He that consid»ereth
the wxnd shall not sew auu be thd,t 100Ke»
th to the clouds sqall not r»&p@ A wise
man w.ll make more opportunities than
he finds Men’s behavior
their apparel,not too strait or point de-
vice,but free for exerciss or motion,

should be like
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Of Boldness

Francis Bacon

IT Is a trivial grammar-school text,
but yet worthy a wise man’s consideration,
Question was asked of Demosthenes®,what
was the chief part of an oratory He an-
swered, Action, What next ? ~Action, What
next againg—Action®,

He said it that knew it best,and had,by
nature, himself no advantage in that he
commended A strange thing, that that part
of an orator which is but superficial, and
rather the virtue of a player, should be
placed so high above those other noble
parts of invention, elocution,and the rest;
nay, almost alone,as if it were all in all,
But the reason is plain,

Wonderful like is the case of boldaess
in civil busincss, What first¢; ~-Boldness;
what second and thirdp—Boldness, And yet
boidness is a child of ignorance and base-
ness, far inferior to other parts; but,
nevertheless, it doth fascinate, and bind
hand and foot those that are either shal-
low in judgment or weak in courage,which
are the greatest part, yea, and prevaileth
with wise men at weak times; Surely, as
there arec mountebanks for the mnatural
body, so are therec mountebanks for the
politic body; men that undertake great
cures, and perhaps have been lucky in
two or thrce experiments, but want the
grounds of science, and thercfore cannot
hold outy; may, you shall see a bold fellow
many times do Mahomect's miracle, Maho-
met made the people believe that he would
catl a hill to him,and from the top of it

offer up kis prayers for the observers of
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