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1. Population and Labour in Siberia

The most striking feature of the population situation
in Siberia and the Far Eastern Region is the disparity be-
tween the enormous landmass of this territory\(12,766,000
Sq. Km.1) and its relatively insignificant population of
25,354,000. Thus east Siberia and the Soviet Far East
alone, which form more than half the entire territory of the
Soviet Union, contain little more than 109 of its popula-
tion.

Between the 1959 and 1970 censyses the share of
both east and west Siberia and the Soviet Far East in the
total Soviet population declined as a result of the con-
tinuing heavy exodus .of workers to other parts of the
Soviet Union. In these three regions both the natural ip-
crease and the birthrate, which had been far higher than
the respective Soviet average pre-1959, fell heavily between
1960—70. ,

The Siberian population is very un distributed.
The southern areas are most thickly populated and the
average density varies greatly even between nofth and south
of the same region. In fact, the inflow of millions of
settlers to the land and towns of Sfberia, resulting from
the jmpulses given to the opening up of2 the country by the
completion of the Trans-Siberian3 railway at the beginning
of the twentieth century and which continued to the out-

1. Sq. Km.= square kilometer SE 5\ H, 2. the opening up: ¥
R. XH opening RARLMHLIA, FEACHE IR, 3. Trans-Sibe-
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break of World War I, now shows a steady reverse trend,
with Siberian migration deficits in recent years. This has
happened in a period when settlers were urgently needed to
operate the new enterprises of the expanding Siberian
economy. -

Since the gp_nexg_@__of Siberia by Russia in the 17th
century, the Russian population has increased to such an
extent thatl it has long outnumbered the various small
pockets of native peoples scattered throughout the terri-
tory from the Urals2 to the Pacific. Thus racially, as
well as politically and culturally, Siberia today is essentially
a Russian land. g

While official pronouncements Le_&@.y stress the need
for immigrants, the exodus of Siberian workers to the
more attractive southern areas of the Soviet Union con-
tinued throughout the sixties. The “flight of labour? from
Siberia and the Far Eastern region is caused by the low -
living standards, especially in housing, the irregularity of
food and other necessary supplies, and their high cost,
and the inadequate provision of cultural-service require-

- ments, e.g. schools, hospitals, shops; in many of the

newer towns and industrial settlements.
1975

1. to such an extent that: {3 #E, 10 the extent that .BE.
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2. Nazil Massacre_in Babi Yar?

At the outbreak of the Second War the Jewish popula-
tion of Kiev3 registered in the official records was
180,000. 20,000 or more cause into Kiev as refugees from
Eastern Poland after Hitler’s4 invasion of Poland. Only
half of that total managed to leave the city with the
Russian forces. All who were left behind perished.

Preparations for the massacre began m—az;ys after
the Germans entered Kiev. On September 26, 1941, offi-
cial notices were posted ordering all Jews to report with
all their valuables, clothing and food sufficient for three
day’s journey, for resettlement. The reason for the depor-
tation was, the Ukrainian5 population was told, a qub

explosion which had occurred a few days earlier at the -

headquarters of the German Sixth Army. The Jews were
blamed. But according to a post-war testimony the explo-
sion was caused by a delayed action bomb, one of the
fifty the Russians planted before leaving the city. - For-the
Nazis this was a chance to blame the Jews and to justify
the Babi Yar massacre to the Ukrainians.

On the appointed day, all the Jews in the city
gathered in the half dozen streets surrounding the Jewish
country pot far from Babi Yar. When all the Jews had
been collected, the Nazi guards ordered them to deposit

1. Nazi ['na:tsi): S9BEE; ARY. HATRMEN ‘GBS T, “‘BR
BHEER". BB F R, E—~4F% “” ¥/AE: nazi, 2. Ba-
bi Yar ['ba:bi ja:l: s, . 3. Kiev [kirevE £ 4., 4. Hitler[*hitls]:
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their parcels and form into columns of about a hundred.l
Each column was marched up towards the edge of the
Babi Yar ravine. There they were ordered to undress and
their clotl;ﬁ;g_\;/as collected and stacked up in heaps. The
column of naked Jews was then forced to move downwards
the very rim of the ravine and the machine-guns opened
fire killing them on the spot. As the fire was aimed at
the heads of the victims many of the children were thrown
in alive. How they screamed! They were hit with shovels,
hit and hit! The shooting went on for two days from
early morning until dark.

A report has since been found in the German archives
which stated that the total number of Jews shot during
the massacre of two days was 33,771. But from the infor-
mation collected since by Soviet officials and the local
Jewish community leaders, it was established that tens of
thousands more were killed by the Nazis in subsequent
executions carried out in Babi Yar during the years of the
German occupation. The executions went on for months
after the first massacre.

—1970

1. form into ... a hundred: HiR—H AEL NI, column #BA:.a fifth
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3. The ant from the Land

The history of Sov1ct society has been chara
by a massive shift of the population from agriculture to
industry, and from village to town. The U.S.S.R. is by
no means! uwnique in this respect, for all industrializing
societies go through2 the same process. Soviet internal
migration, however, prompted for long periods by admi-
nistrative order and big differentials between urban and
rural standards of living ‘has taken place on an unprece-
dented scale and at great speed. W
have been far-reaching.

The economlc and social i_xggligaﬁ.o.ni\of the govern-
ments long-standing neglect of the peasant, and the flight
from the land which it has provoked, are extremely grave.
This fact is recognized by observers both within the
Soviet Union and abroad. Nearly all agricultural areas now
suffer from a shortage of labour, in periods of intensive

activity. The present well-established migratory trends can '

only exacerbate this, to the obvious detriment of output.
Moreover, since the point is now being reached when
there is a shortage of skilled labour to man agricultural

- machinery,3 there is a rcal danger that further investment

in agriculture, though desperately needed, will bring ever
smaller marginal returns.4 The plan to transform Soviet:

1. by no means: JA; — MWL, 2. go through: 5, 3. to man
agricultural machinery: Bk #L. man v.r. 4., 4. marginal returns:

12

o o ) e .,_,‘,,*»;(.&Me«_..,,—, e mu{




R i R . M -
o .
3 . P € ',-' . 4 )
G_‘, o ' b,
& i e

3. BHHNE
FEERL S b — B R MR IR A B RN S

BT, ML BT, R R AR ARSI
AT L RRABE G ARG RRTR, HET R
BHERRRRS EEREG B, FEABHANLS
RASHIRERRROEE, SRS ABERE
BH BT, |
BRI AR BRI KRS S IME, EHEHR
HAHPETEREERR, SEEAURRIMOARR
SRWEAEE, T LFHARLRE RSN
BT HHHWER, BHRHADTE RN TBHAEE
L R T e T
MR T IRSE ESHRET ARIRLIR, B2
| ERERRLETRACRAGEAOBLEUA, B

LB,



