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SUMMARY

History is a phemonenon characteristic of the Human.
When it becomes object of philosophical reflection, philoso-
phy of history appears. Though it is Voltaire who invents
the term “Philosophie de ’histoire” , Chistianity provides the
first systematic view of history in West. The Enlightenment
makes Reason the subject of history and history rational
process of progress. Modern western philosophy of history
culminates in Hegel’s philosophy. For Hegel, history is “a
theodicy, a justification of God”. He defines the world his-
tory as “the unfolding of the Spirit in time”.

Wilhelm Dilthey inaugurates the period of a critical phi-
losophy of history. It is he who propagates the concept and
the expression of a “critique of historical reason”. For
Dilthey, history is the concrete history of the Human. By
refuting meaning and value as entities in themselves and af-
firming the relativity of the ideas of value, meaning and
progress to definite Weltanschauungen, Dilthey cuts

through the metaphysical roots of speculative philosophy of
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History and Praxis

history and reminds us of historicity and the finite of our be-
ing.

From the concept of historicity to of history of being,
history always occupies an important position in Heidegger’s
philosophy. Though, for Heidegger, history is not of man
essentially, but of being, it is necessarily relevant to man.
The essence of Dasein lies in the essential relation. For this
reason, man could not be without history, and man is essen-
tially historical. Heidegger’s reflction on history provides a
new orientation for Western philosophy of history.

The historicity of Dasein constitutes the theoretical fun-
dament of philosophical hermeneutics. However, philosoph-
ical hermeneutics lays emphasis on practical significances of
history. If history is constituted by human practical actions
in the last analysis, philosophy of history will bring about
practical philosophy.

Practical philosophy deals with all problems about
praxis. Praxis means human existent action, which is basis
of all other human activities and forms all values and mean-
ings of human society. Being a theory of praxis as precondi-
tion of all human thinking and activities, practical philoso-
phy has the precedence of all theoretical philosophies.

As the father of practical philosophy, Aristotle does
not expound his practical philosophy from abstractideas,

but from human ethical being. For this reason, Aristotle’s
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SUMMARY

practical philosophy is not metaphysics or ontology of prax-
is, but a real theory of praxis. Aristotle analyses the struc-
ture and elements of human praxis and lays a foundation for
‘practical philosophy.

In contrast with Aristotle’s practical philosophy,
Kant’s transcedental ethics does not analyse human action,
but its principle, an idea of unconditional good, in order to
justify the transcedental characteristic of moral actions. In
fact, Kant’s practical philosophy always stays in the king-
dom of reason, never makes praxis as its theme.

For 'Heidegger,ethics as a discipline is a consequence of
traditional metaphysics. If the essence of man must be
thought through the problem of truth of being, the ethical
problems are ontological in the last analysis. Though Hei-
degger hardly discusses praxis and the ethical problems, we
can still find some clear clues of practical philosophy in his
philosophy. Rather, his thought directly accelerates and
leads to the revival of practical philosophy in the century.

Philosophical hermeneutics flatly refuses to understand
itself only as a method or technique. Since understanding
and interpretation belong to human experience of the world,
it is necessary that hermeneutics as philosophy is practical
philosophy.

As the key concept of practical philosophy; praxis has

rich connotations. That it is human purposeful action
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History and Praxis

distinguishes it from any other human activity. The social
character of human actions makes maxim and norm its two
essential elements. Because human actions always happen in
history, praxis is essentially historical.

For Greeks, theory and practice don’t mean abstrct
doctrine and its application, but different aspects of their
life. Therefore, there is no rift between thcory and practice
either for Plato or for Aristotle. Since modern time the con-
cepts of theory and practice have been transformed on the
model of empirical sciences. It results in the break between
theory and practice. Contemporary practical philosophy
tries to overcome the break by recovering the significance of
praxis and the knowledge of practice,. |

For Greek philosophers, reason, which comes from two
Greek concepts of logos and nous, means more than human
intellect. Christian philosophy attributes reason to theAcrea—
ture. But reason still has relevance with being and essence.
However, in modern philosophy, reason is identified with
reflective consciousness of subject. It brings about the crisis
of reason—split between subjective and objective reason and
between theoretical and practical reason. The united-reason
can only be of being. It is not something mysterious, but
reason in history. The ground of the unity of reason lies in
language, exactly, in langauge as dialog which reflects the

unity of reason and praxis.
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SUMMARY

Since ancient .time language has been thought philo-
sophically. Though ancient and mediaeval philos‘ophers see
the ontological character of language, most of them under-
stand the relation between word and thing , language and
being as spiritual or ideal one. For many modern thinkers,
language is only an instrument of mind or a pure system of
signs. But Vico, Herder and W.v. Humboldt ponder upon
the essence of language from human existence and the onto-
logical relation between man and being, though they still
understand languag as subjective function of man mainly.

One of important contributions of Wittgenstein®’s phi-
losophy of language is justification of homogeneity of lang-
uage and the world. Meanwhile, he also justifies that lang-
uage is not subjective. More important, with the concepts
such as “language game” and “form of life” Wittgenstein
emphasizes not only the practical character of language, but
also its roots in the world,i. e. , its ontological ground.

Heidegger reflects on language from human existence
and destination. Hence, at first appearence, Heidegger’s
thought about language seems a metaphysics of language, in
fact, however, it reveal the essence of language beyond tra-
ditional metaphysics. As a basic dimension of being, lang-
uage is also a basic dimension of human existence and prac-
tice. By insisting on that language only exists as dialog,

Gadamer fixes language of being in the lifeworld, not in
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History and Praxis

subject or mind. Whereby he transforms Heidegger’s ontol-
ogy of language into a practical philosophy of language. His-
tory, praxis and reason unite in their basic element—lang
uage. lLanguage enters into practical philosophy and be-
comes its basic problem. The universality of hermeneutics is
due to of language, but also due to of praxis in the last anal-

ysis.
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